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_ Dean CHARLOTTE | | 
Y 00 complain of my ſilence, yet my 
| letters ſerve only to offend you; you 
ſuſpect the ſincerity of my friendchip, for 
thoſe very reaſons that ought to induce you 
to believe it real. Am I to blame ſor wiſn- 
ing you to become completely amiable? for 
adviſing you to contemn the low arts which 
are practiſed by too many of our thoughtleſs 
ſex; and to endeavour to attract Ami Niäön 
* your virtues, rather Cn e : 


I have lately tenewell my acquaintance 
with Lady Coverly, who has taken a houſe 
very near us; as Goty, not inclipation, in- 
c 4 5 Fer tc Yield her hand to my E 
. Vor. I. inn 341 >» B 7.398 oe 


5 Ile 11 | 


| VEST Tanks 
8 denb, HIER 888 8 7e 
ago, has not deprived her of that agreeable 
vivacity, which, as it is-alw: the 
guidance of prudence, renders her inex- 


Lo ro engaging, My dear Henrietta 1s 
compaſſed with admirers, but. ſhe eith 
HOKIES them with the utrhoſt 1 Tn 
or diſmiſſes them with an harangue in 
praiſe of ae and * the ſingle ſoberneſs 


of wide whoo 


I am delighted with. the eehicder N | 


ſhip which ſubſiſts between Lady Covetly 


and her younger brother, Mr. Royſton ; 


this gentleman. is truly amiable, and poſſel- 
ſes a perſon formed to pleaſe. He has been 


returned from abroad only three months, 


and ſęems to have acquired every advan- 
tage that travelling can beſtow, untinctured 


* conceit or e. ö 


The "Bak of my fair friend left an eſtate 
of near 6000 l. a year to his elder ſon, Sir 
William, and only 300 1. per ann. to Mr. 
Royſton, . With this ſlender pittance, for 
à man of his rank and education, he gains 
more * by his liberality and good 


ſen ſe, 
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ſenfe, than the Winter tal prbcure with all 
the advantages of fortune. Before the de- 
ceaſe of his father, Sir William imagined 


the taſk of conceal» 
ment, but when affluence and independence 
had made diflimulation unn ceſſary, he 
boldly appeared in his true colours. 


How ſincerely Ger Mr. Royſton : and my 
amiable friend regret his conduct! ſeldom, 
however, is he found in their company; 
his heart retains no reliſh for virtuous plea- 


| ſures. 


I was y to find that our acquaintance, 
Sir Godfrey Montague, had nor left any 


part of his large fortune to his nephew Mr. 
Montague; poor man ! He always ex-. 


pected to have inherited the whole, and the 


diſappointment affected him ſp keenly, that 


he was ſeized with a violent fever, and abour 
a month ago, went to Bath for the recovery 
of his health, attended by a Mr. Wilmot, 
with whom he is very intimate. We ex- 
pet their return in about a fortnight, as 

Miſs Montague (who was left with Lady 


Coverly during her father 8 —_— in- 


B 2 forms 


— 


„ SBETTERS 


forms us that he is much better. Mr. 


Montague | has ſold the leaſe of his houſe in 


Lincoln's-inn-fields;. and intends becoming 
ou acinar at. the Thorns. . 


; 
: Io 1 am . with the Jovely ES” 3 
her perſon is beautiſul beyond deſcription ! | 
ſweetneſs, benevolence, every virtue is de- 
pictured in her expreſſive countenance ! if I 
am not miſtaken, this bewitching girl has 


already captivated the heart of Mr. Roy- 


ſton—they are formed for each other. — 
I ani interrupted— a billet from Lady Co- 


verly to requeſt my company at Windſor 
for a few days; a female Trio; Mr, Rey- 


181 


fon being detained in town, I muſt con- 


1 my grandmother | upon the occalion— 
The good Lady conſents, and I am going 
to Prepare for ˖ * excurſi ion, | 


Adieu! 11 ſhall write again by Miſs Mon- 


tague; let me beg of you, my dear Char- 


forte, t fo cultivate, her acquaintance ; ſhe 
deſerves your higheſt eſteem, your warm- 
eſt friendſhip. My uncle will not be much 


e with Mr. Montague, I believe, as 


be Is 1 frond, and values himſelf greatly 
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LETTERS s 


Upon his ene a ridiculous | va⸗ | 
mry! 


| Once more a0 287 gen 268 
gfe  Harnier SYDNEY. 


1E T 1 E R. {ON 
Mr. Rors ros to Lady Covnniy. ; 


0 R aue, my dear Henrietta, 
when we parted yeſterday, affected me 
ſo ketnly that 1 was concerned my en- 
gagements in town prevented my: following 


is ſo very apparent. Indeed, my dear ſiſter, 
F-have until lately been a ſtranger to the 


impreſſion which has been made upon my 
heart. 


$ 


h was the feat of loſing Ko chi rouztd 
me from my reverie :—what can her father 


mean by retiring from town? by remov- 
| mg from thoſe ſcenes of gaiety and diſfipa- 


tion, Which, till now, he has purſued with 


E ty r We have indeed feared, that 


B 3 his 


( LEETERS 


his expences were far beyond his fortune; 


may he not then endeavour to retrieve it by 
the marriage of his daughter ?—in that caſe 
what can I expect! a younger brother !— 
alas, I never before regretted my ſituation ! 
But has the lovely Louiſa perceived my 


tenderneſs ? if 1 am not indifferent to her, 


we may overcome uy obſtacle that pms 
to as our — . | 


Von gelire me not to call my inquiries 
after Sir William; but, notwithſtanding all 


my efforts, I cannot diſcover the place of 


his retreat. Unhappy man! he delivers 
| himſelf up, without conjunction, to guilty 
pleaſures ! whilſt vice is attended by ſhame, 
there are hopes of reformation ; but what 
can. be expected. from him who glance 1 in 


his depravity ?. - 


Farewel, my dear Henrietta! my ten- 
dereſt devoirs attend your charming friend. 
expect being at Windſor to-morrow, 
. Preſent my compliments to Miſs Sydney, 
and tell yowf.If that I love you. moſt ſin- 


Wy. 
. CARTE Roysron, 
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ETTERS, 


Miß Sy pxey to Miſs Berli eh 


vs or H E R letter from my Hat- 
riet, and her laſt unanfwered! — yes, 
Charlotte, I was willing to atone for my 
former neglect by this act of ſupereroga- 
tion, though, having nothing material to 

ſay, I may poſſibly incur the my later wy 
E | 4 . 


We are  Ril at Windſor; ede Fille, 


Coverly muſt now remain ſome time longer, 
as the mother of her deceaſed Lord arrived 


here this week, and the old Lady has an 


averſion to London. Mr. Royſton is with 
us. My prognoſtics were true, Charlotte; 
he has declared his paſſion, and the ſweet 
Louiſa bluſhingly confeſſes her ſenſibility. 


May their attachment meet with the pa- 
ternal ſanction! — Ah! my dear friend, 
what a variety of emotions are excited by 
this tremendous paſſion! what hopes, what 
fears, what groundleſs apprehenſions, what 
ſudden tranſports | may my heart for ever 
B 4 | preſerve 


r I. 
21 BAY ** 
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84 preſerve its preſent indifference, and re- 
main uninfluenced by ſuch, tumultuous 
emotions - yet do not the pleaſures of love 
overbalance_ its anxieties? — ſurely, they 

muſt! and in this world every ſituation, 
_which has a ne pr good, may be 
called ppi e 
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* Contilp is OT IO to ho this 
MI and 1 ſhall attend her, in order to 

E- 14 pay my duty to my dear grandmother. — 
The coach is at the door, andf am not half 
ready oh! what tr Adieu 
till my return. ii HHH} 18 „ 


355525 „ #, # 23——»—“ # * 
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| A0 . my * we are all in xobe maſt 
. difireſs. Sir William has fought a duel, 
and is dangerouſly wounded ; his ſervant 
juſt now arrived with the dreadful news. 
Mxr. Royſton is preparing to attend him; 
| he is at 4 , which is near thirty miles 
trom hence; his antagoniſt has already de- 
camped. The quarrel aroſe about a wo- 
* man, whom Sir William had carried off. — 
I know not the particulars of the affair. 
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* S * * #* 3 — * * 
Mr. Royſton i is gone; may he find upon 
his arrival at à * that matters have been 


exaggerated. The vulgar love to alarm; 3 


they always repreſent things i in their moſt 


unpleaſing colours; they even add the hor- 

rors of impoſſibility to the cruel tale, and 

the mind torn with anguiſh, and abſorbed 

in the contemplation of its woes, receives 

without heſitation every aggravation of its 
diſtreſs, 

I am ever yours, 
| HARRIET SYDNEY. 


"LET £8, 2-106 


Mr. Rox s rox to Lady CoveRLy. 


1 T is with pleaſure I inform my deareſf 


ſiſter, that I found Sir William much 


better than I expected; his wound is not 


dangerous, though the great effuſion of 


blood renders him very weak and low. 


The occaſion of the duel is ſo little to Sir 


William? s honour, that it ſhall, if poſſible, 


be conſigned to oblivion. | 
pit: 8 He 


2 LET TER 8. 

He appears pleaſed with my company, 
and has ſo earneſtly requeſted me to remain 
with him, until he is well enough to re- 
move from hence, that I know not how to 
refuſe—yet how great the ſacrifice! but 
have I not reaſon to think, that my pre- 
ſence may prevent the intruſion of thoſe, 
who would endeavour to deſtroy the good 


 ” 4m > hoe < 


the hoy means ; of reſtoring to us this 
dear 

f Aſſure the lovely Louiſa of my conſtan- 
cy; tell her - but no, I muſt be allowed 
to tell her all wytelk. 


My dear Henrietta, how do I wiſh for, 
yet dread Mr. Montague's arrival! ſhould 
he prove obdyrate ! 


. 


Farewel, dear Lady Coratiy } Sir Wik 


liam unites in due reſpects with 23 6 


tionate 
CRARLES Rov8ron. 


Mis 


impreſſions his illneſs has made ? Sickneſs 
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LETTERS 11 
F ToDofe V. 


Miſs FazpLovs to Miss srorzv. 


1 Thank you, Harriet, for your letter; 


you are really a good creature hut 


what advice have you given me? why, 
child, I ſhould be an old maid infallibly, 
were [ to follow it. What! ſhall the young, 
the gay, the blooming Charlotte Freelove, 
bleſſed with beauty to inſnare, and wit to 


enſlave, become inſenſible of the dear de- 


light of giving pain? Shall theſe eyes, at 


whole fire even age would glow, become 
uſeleſs ? to centre all one's happineſs i in one! 


to wiſh only to pleafe that one! my dear, 
dear Harriet, I muſt laugh at the What a 
Pity it is, that thou ſhouldſt have had fuch 
erroneous maxims inftilled into thee ! To 


be continually with a gay young fellow, and 
to ſuffer him-to place his affections on ano- 
ther, and not even endeavour to ſupplant 


her! not io with for the dear tranſpert of 


exciting jealouſy thou art certainly * 


moſt unaccountable du! in the world 4 


* 1 v - 
$5 44.4 | {3 
+ * 1 


oy Ill And 


12 12 E. AT TITER 4 


And ſo you want me to be intimate with 
Miſs Montague - that I may be reformed 
by her example, no doubt, and learn to be 
gentle, conſtant, and ſo forth? really, my 
dear, I am quite ſatisfied with myſelf as [ 

am ; idolized by one ſex, and hated by the 
| dikes: what can be more deſirable {but [ 
am a coquet, it ſeems, — and pray, what has 
coquettry done, that you ſhould n it ; ; 


How does Sir William, my dear? I feel 
myſelf intereſted in his welfare, and ſhould 
certainly prefer him to your Mr, Royſton, 
| whom you extol ſo Wy: 


Farewel—Lord Townly i is below, and I 
poſitively cannot afford you another mo- 
ment. Tours, 
CHARLOTTE FRESLOVE. 


LETTER VL 


Lady 54 to Mr. Rorsron. 


ITH what ſatisfaction did I per- 
VV uſe the pleaſing account you ſent 
me * our dear brother may the event be 


anſwerable 


LETTERS 13 


anſwerable to our wiſhes ! aſſure bim of my 
tendereſt congratulations. You 


A letter was left here this morning for 

Miſs Montague, who is gone to town with 
Miſs Sydney. I expect their return with im- 

patience, as I am anxious to know the con- 
tents; it is from Mr. Montague; perhaps 
he intends to remain at Bath ſome time 
_ 4 


% 
— 
— 
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Alas! my dear Charles, Mr. Montague 
is by this time at London, and my ſweet 
friend muſt attend him there this evening. 
He goes to the Thorns the latter end of the 
week :— unexpected buſineſs, he ſays, o- 
bliges him to leave town thus abruptly !— 
my ; Louiſa turned pale at reading this un- 
welcome intelligence; ſhe regrets your ab- 
| "Ny ** Mr. * _ mn E 
| 301 
Adieu! my deareſt rode ! 1 eaſt con- 
clog as company requires'my preſence be- 
-low en enters che nn and with a 


\ #$% £ o - * 4 * . — * * * & - 1 * ſweet 
; : - 
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ſweet copfulion informs me, that vs has 


brought a letter for me 0 incloſe. 
Once more adieu. 


Ax ENRJETTA mer, 


PA 


* PER vu. 


Miſe MonTacuz to Lady ane | 


T H E firſt pleaſing employment have 
had, ſince I left ondon, is that 
which at peeſcat ingroſſes my attention; 
yet the country is pleaſant, and I uſed to 
love it 3 but, alas my dear friend, your 
Lauiſa s ſtrangely altered! — My father 
dag appears thoughthal and dejefted— Tam 
unable t divine the accaſion of that melan- 
. Wen hee him. 


a 


1 Nr: Wels Avia the Thorns 6 to-mor- 
am, hut wilt: ſoan return here again. 1 
know nos how it is, hut I cannot like him; 
yet he is young, gay, and not devoid of 


Wit, ang; takes - pains: to render himſelf 
agrecabls to me; but his aſſiduities are dif- 


taſteſul. Thear-he: looks at mo — Hen- 


2. his looks are too expreſſive ! they 
tell 


* 
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tell me that 1 am not indifferent to him : 
theſe are not the ſuggeſtions of vanity, but 
| the effects of fear. He poſſeſſes a charm, 
which, however it is diſregarded by the 
daughter, is but too agreeable to the fa- 
ther; and mine is abſolute, and entertains 
the moſt unbounded notions of parental 
authority — bur, be gone miſapprehenſion 
which prevents the "enjoyment of preſent 
bleſſings by the anticipation of future ills f 


«4 # 22 * #* : +, 


With what pleaſure did I receive, Wu 
your dear hand, the account of Sir Wil⸗ 
liam's recovery, and of Mr. Royſton's in 
tention of viſiting the Thorns ! ! How N 
ouſly ſhall I Expert. | his arrival! - 


Mifs Freelove is coming ta 1 tea 
with me this afternoon, and my father ex- 
pects Lord Towoly and Mr. Beverly. 1 
mall be glad when e vilit is over | Hm 
diſagreeable is it, to be obliged to converſę 
upon the moſt trivial ſubjects, when our 
minds are ingroſſed by ideas of * . 
importance — 42 


„„ „ „ 4 44 4 . 4 2 2 
ES I could, 


bs rz 


I could not finiſh my letter Jaſt nike as 
our viſitors left us not until after eleven. 
Miſs Freelove is very different from her 
amiable couſin Sydney. The moment ſhe 
entered the room, ſhe flew towards me with + 
the moſt lively air“ will you forgive me, 
my dear Miſs Montague, faid ſhe, for not 
having paid my reſpects to you before ? 
how is my Harriet ?—well, I hope do 
you know, that you and I are to be ſworn 
friends? thus did ſhe ramble on. Miſs 
| Freelove is, indeed, ſmart and quick i in her 
repartees, very ſhowy in her perſon, and 
graceful i in her manner; but what intoler- 
able levity in her diſcourſe! what a deſire 
of attracting univerſal admiration, is por- 
trayed in her expreſſive countenance ! Thoſe 
eyes of her's would be infinitely more pleaſ- 
ing, were their vivacity reſtrained ; but 
ſhe encourages all; 'ſhe ſmiles on tag man, 
winks upon that, and ogles a third: I 
could, however, eaſi ly diſcern that Lord 
Townly was her particular favourite, He 
is a man, my dear Henrietta, who, having 
no character to loſe, indulges himſelf with- 
out reſtraint in every faſhionable vice. He 
is handſome, degagee, dreſſes richly talks 
LI 2! inceſſantly 


% 


„„ Aatiafea Wich 
himſelf - and boaſts of- having ruined ſome 


of the fineſt women in England. Good 
God that any woman, WhO has the leaſt 
pretenſions to modeſty, ean regard with 
ſmiles of complacency a man, Who glories 
in crimes that. ougbt particularly to excite 
the detrſtation of our ſex 3 
INV f N 

1 was bighly leaſed with his friend Mr. 
Beverly. He is very lively and agreeable, 
and frequently ſhewed, by his looks, his 


giſapprapation of; Lord TGW Hs | 


_Yiour.z- but he,,\inattentive:tocrepro 
continued his diſcourſe, whilſt the -gididy 


Charlotte, by her affected ſmiles, and free 
ee encouraged him to prateed. 
ista ga- wod Went zh ot bris 

A Lotdihipl was very aſſiduous — 
attentive to me; he wanted to attract my 
notice, but I regarded him with a diſtant 
politeneſs, which I ſaw piqued his vanity. 
We had a little concert in the evening; 
and all reſtraint being baniſſed, 1 was able 
to judge very accurately of their real diſ- 
poſitions —indeed, * are ſome people 


mho * ce ons erer in 
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LETTER VII. 


Mi Faxztovs to Mis Syoxay, 


2 Py Doro ee 
"ELL, Harriet, 1 have ſeen Miſs 
Montague, and found her—yoler- 
be-—tor indeed, my dear, ſhe has no pre- 
ee to any thing farther. Whilſt ſhe 
is novel, ſhe may pleaſe, but ſhe is ſo tall, 
and fo—I dont know how—and then dark 
[eyes are my averſion. I muſt however 
but why the ward mut? it ſeems as if I 
was untvilling to allow her merits I ac- 
knowledge then, that there is ſomething 
polite and graceful in her manner; but her 
ſerutinizing eyes were ſo continually taking 
mine to taſk, that I was obliged to collect 
all my gravity : ſurely ſhe was not jealous 
of. Lord "OP s particularity to me: 
ah! 


| L E T T E RS. 219 
ah! no, I forgot ſhe is a good * and 


« in one, only ope, is her joy. Poor 
conſtant turtle! the Geh, which heaved its 


| loveſick duet we * the abſent Charley! 


After tea, Miſs Montague played and 
ſung. The gentlemen were in raptures 
they are no judges of muſie, as I took care 
afterwards to inform her. At" parting» 
Lord Townly ſqueezed her hand, yet the 
ſweet Louiſa did not faint : ſhe bluſhed, 
ea bluſh of diſdain perhaps: true, Har- 
riet. Mr. Wilmot is there ſtill, and appears 
a more tolerable being than JI at firſt, ima- 
gined him. His perſon i is rather agreeable 
than otherwiſe, and he does not want for a 
modeſt aſſurance, which is generally pleaſ- 
ing to us females ; the poor man is, I ſee, 
deſperately in love with Miſs Montague, 
and her father appears * ſatisfied with 
his aſſiduities. 


Lord Toyply and Mr. Beverly a are - this 
moment coming down the avenue; 1 fly 
to meet them. Adieu 
CHARLOTTE FREELOYS: 


8 


1 
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0 H. Harriet, he a blank!. The dear; 
 -S£bewitching.Townly,/is abſolutely gone 
ftom the Thorns 

uncle forced him to leave me thus abruptly, 

in the very infancy of our intanglement, 
before [ had ſecured. him wholly mine 
how cruel -I am ready to die with chagrin 
at-this interruption of my anten 


4. Oh! fortitude, celeſtial mad? 2 
5 Deſcend from 1 heaven te to beauty 5300 an 
1 81 2 HORA? n 12 08 
My" uncle” taps ar, the door coming, | 
cotming, dear Sit! how can You be ſo 
ingatichr? * el [y] Aw 98 rot tv 


Captain e is below, Harriet; come 
to invite me to a ball he intends giving to- 
morrow night; I believe I ſhall decline the 
invitation: what now are balls to me? 1 
muſt, however, go down to him —ftay,— 
Lord, my dear, what a fright I look! ab- 
ſolutely haggiſh ! this will never do; give 

911 1 me 


the illneſs of a rich old 


UBTTERS 


me another cap, Luey : there no: 
tolerable 8 2164 eee 805. 


if Ol s ire 
| Would) you 1 think i an Sdenes 
went down: with a reſolution of refuſing; 
yet, I know not how it was, but he oyer- 
came all my objections. I had not feen 
him ſince his return from abroad; he is 
really very handſome ! and talked: fo muy 
of our new neighbour, that I ſeared, 
your Charlotte was abſent, he might — 
"= fix upon her :—but how came. I to 
tell Tp whine | 


* 


Adieu ! 1 wills not: 1 ache op let⸗ 
tex till after my return from the ball, as J 
have nothing to ſay that is n your 
peruſal. Ai been 
* * * * * ; amn? ehe, 9 42 

It is near one 0 cock, but, as 1 am not 
geepy, I will give you ſome particulars of 
the night's diverſion. _ The company at 
Mr. Temple's were very numerous, con- 
ſiſting of all the gentlemens families with- 
in.cight or ten miles around us. Mr. and 
OR» e - Miſs 


| — er e i” 


P k 
— a PP.. ˙ IA ² GE HA. „ 
g a a A+ 
4 . 


+ 


26 L E T T E ANS 
Mid "Montague canie in Mr. Temple“s 
coach. She looked rather better than when 
I ſaw her laſt; her dreſs became her; it 
was a white luteſtring negligee, trimmed 


flowers. She had on a great many valus 
able diamonds. Capt. Temple was in 


tender We eee ? 


with gauze, and intermixed with Italian 


extaſies with her; I thought his encomi- 
ums would never. have been ended a 
Pretty —_ of mme rival beagty V 


re 


Before we Legal ddiaeitits, Capt. Temple 
was called out of the room, and returned in 
a few minutes, introducing—Mr. Royſton z 


Louiſa turned pale, whilſt his eyes were, in 
a moment, fixed upon her! S, with the oſt 


He informed Mr. W chat being 
abſent when he returned to London, he had 


taken the firſt opportunity of paying his 
reſpe&s to him ar the Thorns, and that 
finding him abſent, he had followed him to 


Capt. Temple's, with whom he was not 
WY e 8 8 
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Really, Harrier, this Royſton Rudvine: 
fellow: z0:16-wentetl! for graf? Im 
moe tian half inclove with 6 de ray. 1 1 
obſor vil: that he "frequently - e 
nnn mel 05 
199A qang! 2 9 0113 11 (lei nn thin? 

He engaged his dear — — a part 
ner Temple whiſpeted me, 4 "tis well 
4 Wilmer is not Aer find byte, 
thar'he is reported to be Mi NrntAgU-s 
adtrrirer z if ſhe e = 8 hd bones 


bor it candot be. CARES 7 N 


* Py 
* 99 . 


11 had dle Nodal 5 wegn "ay ban 
with the hero of the evening 3. Roy 2 
ſton and his Louiſa ſtobd next to 15 "this 
as I could not dance with him, was an elt 
gible firuation. en erbse e . 


Y 


What care did be take 1 1 ni EY ! 
ke prevailed, upon her to fit. down during 
one of the dances. Juſt as he was leadir ing 
her eagetly to a ſear, her father entered the 
room, And deſired her to come into the 
card toom for à few minutes to play for 
Hin, 4s he had reteived a letter Which re- 
quited an immedinte anſwer, About this 

time 


ag CELELEED 


| Healy lune ens played b C — git; daabe 
= it; Inn into the card raom, and enquired; 
| of Mr, Roꝝſton t my 
| ro find him ſout, car: £6; g down the dance: 
with me himſelf; I choſe the latter. After 
2 it was finiſhed, he! led, me to the window- 
ow and placed himſelf, by me; I Was 
warm g he too my fan, and endeavoured 
to cool me. Ho agterable the notice of 
ſuch a man LI could have ſat with him 
= thus for ever; but I obſerved that he ſeem- 
8 ed to wiſh for Miſs Montague s return, and 
= though, bycontinually keeping, up the dil- 
1 . courle, ried. to ſecure his zattraction, and 
prevent his leaving. me, yet his is eyes were 
8 ' jnceffantly_ turning towar $ the door—it 
=o opened—and ſhe appeared—he aroſe, and 
J led her to the 1g he had wy Fri and 


me had been re ie. and * BY 
ed * to rg Nets tender, ; afiduous, 
and reipe pedful, H Ale a dreſſed. we, as d live- 

4 ly, a e GR 5 but bis Levi 2 one 
| "iy BT PS nm J 
mu 


mt 
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1 muſt conclude;—it is now near three, 
and I begin to grow ſleepy. Oh for ſome 
hrs dreams 1 love Ry joy 4" * | 

115 . en e | 
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Miſs MonTac r to Lady Coventy: 
L A I my deareſt friend, my 197. 
boding heart preſaged but too truly! 
1 ſhall never be united to the object of my 
tendereſt affection; we are ſeparated, per- 
haps for ever! my cruel, my relentleſs fa- 
ther, has forbidden me even to ng of 
him, hben alas! I can never Ao ood 


18 
3 


Mr. Royſton hits left the Thorns in an 
end, which I'belteld with inexpreſſible 
tenderneſs and grief, and I ſend theſe inco- 
herent lines to prepare you for his recep- 
tion, as he will not be at Windſor ſo foon 
as this letter. ET TOI c 

7 W b N 

We were at Mr. T em} ple's laſt night, 
* your brother feed. He followed | 
el. I. | e | us 


— 


. : "27 S. r 
Ew”, 
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; Kinued he love her beyond | expreſlian/! 
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3 but as - a-getitleman returned 


— TY with us, and did not leave the Thorns till 


this ing, he could not diſcover the 
occaſion of his re till — — 


eddy * — had nas then 
forſaken me; bur now deſpair and regret 


entirely ingroſs my deſponding heart.— 
But to return to my fad relation: — after our 
viſitor had left us, my father propoſed a 
walk to Mr. Royſton, which he politely de- 
clined, and then fat a few moments with 


his eyes fixed on the ground : at laſt, re- 


covering from his reverie, and obſerving 
that my father ſurveyed him vegy intently 
« You muſt, dear Sir, ſaid he, have 


. perceived” —then after a ſhort Pauſe, he 


reſumed with a flattering voice, ce the i inti- 


macy which ſubſiſts between our families ; 
and the deſire I hadgof congratulating you 


upon your late happy : recovery, - would 
have been ſufficient inducements to have 
called me to the Thorns, had I not had an 
additional motive for my viſit h | Sir, 
tis in your power to make me completely 
bleſſed ! I love Miſs Montague, con- 


4 , 
; ſhe 
- - y 
2 4 
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LETTER 5. 2. 


e is not inſenſible of my affection, but tis 
you who muſt give a ſanction to it 
anſwer me then, dear Mr. Montague; but 
oh! I beſeech you, remember, that upon 
your anſwer depends all the happineſs or 
miſcry of my future life. Here he ſtopt, - 
whilſt T, with an anxiety which no words 
can deſcribe, ſat expecting my father's re- 
ply. He ſeemed diſconcerted at the diſco- * 
very Mr. Royſton had made; but with a 
determined air, caſting upon me a look that 
chilled my ſoul, © I ſhould act very diſho- 
nourably by you, Mr. Royſton, anſwer⸗ 
ed he, were I not to put an immediate ſtop 
to an attachment, which is ſo contrary to 
the intereſt of both my daughter and your- | 
ſelf. Her fortune will be trifting and your's 
very inadequate to your rank—believe me 
therefore, Sir, however you may at pre- 
ſent regret my conduct, you wilhafterwards 
conſider it as the higheſt good fortune. 
The ſentiments of paſſion and reaſon are 
widely diffimilar; you are now under the 
' influence'of the former, but when the lat- 
ter comes to reſume her ſway, how would 
you condemn your inconfiderate raſhneſs Þ 


* continued he, I have lately 
OY 73S. © WS | had 


41 
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0 had a an n offer for Louiſa, which exceeds my. 
moſt ſanguine expectations, and doubt not 
of her implicit obedience—you ſee, there- 
fore, that it is impoſſible for me to comply 
with your wiſhes.” Here he ſtopt Mr. 
Royſton ſat immpveable—deſpair and grief 
were painted in his countenance. I was 
determined to ſpeak, leſt my father ſhould 
miſconſtrue my ſilence into a conviction of 
the juftneſs of what he had ſaid. Collect- 
ing, thereſore, all my fortitude, not dar- 
ing however to caſt my eyes up to his aw- 
ful face, 1 will always, my dear Sir, 
| faid A ende avout to ſhew that duty and 
attention to your wiſhes, which religion and 
reaſon command; | will never marry con- 
trary. to them; but my reverence for ſu- 
perior obligations will not ſuffer me to 
conſent to enter into engagements, w which 
I cannot fulfill. 1 muſt own, continued 
I, that Mr. Lopſiog. is not indifferent to 
me; on the contrary, purſued I, bluſhing.” 
—* Hold, Louiſa, ſaid my father ſternly, 
E 25 dare to avow ſentiments, which you 
ought not to have yielded to without my 
approbation * 418 love then, returned I, 


ygeping- a voluntary paſſion ? alas ! Sir, 


Lu rr EAS 29 


if you think ſo ! Love, ſaid he, warmly, 
is not an excuſe for diſobedience, Howe 
ver, continued he, indifference; is no ob- 
ſtacle to matrimonial tranquillity.— riches 
will always purchaſe happineſs. I hope, 
Sir, rejoined Mr. Royſton | haſtily, that 
Miſs Montague will enjoy much more than 
tranquillity in a married life. Eſteem, Sir, 
continued he, is the only baſis of con- 
Jugal felicity, the moſt permanent emotion 
of the human heart. The higheſt eſte: em, 
the pureſt love conjoined, to form, my at- 
tachment for your amiable. daughter, and 1 
hoped—but that hope was vain !“ He con- 
cluded theſe words in ſo tender and mov- 
ing an accent, that [ gpl. no 3 con- 
out even Lake my intention,— 5 151 is 
impoſſible,” exclaimed I. to ſupport 
and then, unable to proceed, 1 ſunk back 
into a chair, and burſt into a violent flood 
of tears. Your brother threw himſelf ar 
my feet. My dear, my beloved Lovi- 
ſa,” ſaid he, by h n I cannot bear to 
fone you thus! oh! Mr. Montague, will 
not thoſe precious tears my Louiſa, we 
will knee] together, and ſupplicate 
5 C3. whom ? 


W EET TE "fl 
hom? a tender, an affeckionate parent 
dan ſuck a one behold an only and deſerv- 

ing daughter plead i in vain !“ Forbear, 

Mr. Royſton,” faid my father haſtily, 

„ Louiſa knows that I never ſuffer my 
will to be diſputed. if the loves you well 
enough to diſregard all-the ties of filial af- 

fection for your ſake, the miſery ſhall be 

her's—for by all chat is ſacred I ſwear, that“ 

, My father, my dear, dear father, 

interrupted I, do not - thus—ah ! I would 
die rather than difoblige you ! but, for 
| pity's - fake, wound not my ſoul with this 

unkindneſs.”—* No, Mr. Royfton,” re- 
turned my father, inattentive to what I had 
ſaid, „were vou even in poſſeſſion of the 
eftate Sir William enjoys, I could not gire 
you my daughter; how vain then are your | 
preſent ſolicitations urge therefore, no 
more, a requeſt that cannot be granted 
abſence will ſoon obfiterate every diſagree- 
able * ow reſtore 1 to . 
nad iy noe 15 


* 


Enough, Sir, fetarded Mr. Rojfin 
_ warmly, you may one day repent—but 1 
* n God! to ſacrifice the 


Peace 


* 
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peace of an only child —to diveſt one's ;- ſelf 
of all the noble, the delightful feelings of 
humanity,” for the- ſordid gratifications * of. 
luxury and ambition !—but muſt I then 
loſe, for ever loſe, my Louĩſa to ſee her 
no more! an eternal ſeparation !“ Here a 
| ſervant entering interrupted the diſcourſe. 
He ordered his horſe, and kept walking 
about the room in an agitation which is not 
to be deſcribed, whilſt my father 1 
angry and diſconcerted. ＋ * 4 


At laſt Mr. ts recovering Pu 
tude, advanced to bid me adieu. We 
could neither of us ſpeak intelligibly. He 
ſeize my band, and eagerly prefled i it to 
his boſom—then turning to my inexoradle 
parent, As the father of my Louiſa,” 


ſaid he, *you are intitled to my reſpect, 


once hoped to have found in you a father 
A friend but I was deceived. + Alas f 
what has the deception coſt me !—PFare- | 
wel, oh! farewel, my dear, dear Louiſa. 
—Farewel, Mr. Montague, added he 
and then haſtily left the room, as if fearful 
of not — the little reſolution 2 
was left hin... 3's 

vb + 2; - oo Ah [ 
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| Ah! my dear 3 . * is 
/ my firuation ! to be ſeparated from him I 
love ſo tenderly, and to fear that 3 

may — no, Lady Coverly! no power on 
earth - but I am interrupted, and am o- 
17 bliged to bid you _ unf 
1 Louis Mom ra duk. 
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LAS! my dear 8 viſa, nk: mall 1 
ſupport the fears which your ſitua - 
tion n. has excited in my heart, and the ſight 
of my brother's diſtreſs ! your cruel father! 
but 1 dare not. truſt myſelf. upon, the 
2803 5 am too tenderly intereſted in it. 2 


— 
12 


My 2 Royſton begs to. Yale to. 
ſend a few lines in this letter. 1 could not 
refuſe his requeſt, nor will 1 detain you a 
moment. aging than to bid you adieu! 1 
„ „„ „ „„ „* „ * 
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« My dear, my beloved Louiſa, is it poſ- 
| ſible that we are ſeparated for ever | forbid- 
den, by the harſh decrees of parental au- 
thority, to entertain the moſt diſtant hope 
of happier days !—our fears were then, 
alas! but too well founded - Ah! perhaps 
you not only yield to the diſſolution of our 
attachment, but you have even accepted the 
vows of another Louiſa! can you have 
forgot, ſo ſoon forgot, thoſe enchanting 
moments when you bluſhing confeſſed your 
approbation of my love? ye days of rap- 
ture! ye are fled for ever; ye dreams of 
happineſs! ye will return no more. Louiſa! 
think not that duty enjoins you to ſubmir 
to the will of an imperious parent; ſuch an 
obedience were criminal; honour, religion, 
every thing condemns it; yet I tremble for 
you, and for myſelf ; that awful reſtraint 
and fear that tender ſoftneſs—whither;z 
ah! whither, may it not lead you? in 
one moment we may be loſt for ever. 
Return me, I beſeech you, a few lines to 
eaſe my anxious heart ; forgive my doubts, 
pardon my weakneſs, ** Who loves muſt 
fear, and ſure who loves. —— muſt 
greatly fear,” = - , W*'p 

= 5 1 aden. 
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Adieu, my ever beloved and amiable 
| friend! in vain do | ſeek for one glimmer- 
ing ray of hope £0 illumine the dark, the 
dreary proſpect the future preſents no- 
thing to my view but defpair and wretch - 
edneſs : our happineſs is vaniſhed like a 
dream, and has left no traces but anxiety 
and unavailing regret. —Oh'! time never to 
be recalled, timeir revocably paſt !—Loviſa, 
my dear Louiſa, the darling, the enn * 


7 foul, fazewel for ever 
CnarLes nne 


rn xn 
Mis Mon racuf to Mr. RovysTox. 


Af O., my dear, my tender friend, it is 

41 not in the power of fate to add to 
our diſtreſs ! It has poured forth: all its 

accumulated ills, and the mind finks under 

the preſſure of a misfortune, for n 
there i is no e 


an width endete 8 
bis rigoun has divided our perſons, but it 
cannot dilanitä our hearts; our regard is 

H — 
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unalterably fixed, and we are neither of 


capable of enjoying happineſs YR, 
of the other. Baniſh, therefore, my dear 
friend, thoſe ſuſpicions, which are injurious 
to us both: your Louiſa forget you 
ah! 1 once hoped that you had known Her 
But of * avail is now, 101 that ten- 
. that ſimilarity of taſte, from whence 
we drew ſuch omens of future happineſs, 
ſince every flattering hope, every fond idea, 
is loſt for ever ?—yet if ſome favourable, 
though now unexpected alteration, ſhould 
happen; if we ſhould. conquer. thoſe diffi- 
culties that now oppoſe our felicity, and 
heaven has indeed deſtined us for each 


other—ah ! let us give way to the delight- 
ful thought! let us look forward for the 
reward of our conſtancy, and hope for bet - 
ter days by endeavouring to deſerve r 


Faremel, my deareſt friend! my father 3 
voice - good heavens—he is already at the 
door of my apartment —if hesſees this let- 

w epel once more adieu 
417 Louisa MonTacue. 
LL E-T- 
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Mil Mowragvz Lady e 
A L hi 81 my" hem ATR 1 dings 
noſticated but too truly Mr. Wil- 
mot returned yeſterday to the Thorns, and 
has declared his paſſion for your wretched 
friend; in vain have I aſſured him of my 
indifference; he til} perſiſts ; time,“ he 
ſays, may conquer my objections. FI. 
have informed him of my regard for your 
brother, bur he is inſenſible of every thing: 
his obſtinacy vexes me to the ſoul, my tem 
per is entirely changed. 


nnr ee „e 's  w 


l went into the garden juſt” now 
for the benefit of a little air, and had ſeated 
myſelf on one of the benches, when I per- 
ceived Mr, Wilmot advancing towards me: 
diſpleaſed at this interruption, I gave him a 
look "expreſſive of anger and contempt. 
What have 1 done, my dear Miſs Mon- 
tague, ſaid he, to render my preſence ſo 
9 to you ? ſurely I deſerve your 

| pity 
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pity at leaſt ; cruel Louifa! where is that 
winning ſoftneſs, that engaging politeneſs, 

which add ſuch graces to your lovely per- 
ſon? am I alone excluded from their infſu- 
_ ence, I, who am ſo tenderly ſenſible of their 
value?“ Does Mr. Wilmot, returned I 
haſtily, wiſh to acquire my good opinion?“ 
ah, my beloved Miſs Montague, in- 
terrupted he, can you doubt it?“ 4 Reſtore 
me then, ſaid I, the love of my father 
which you have deprived me of, ard, by 
withdrawing your addreſſes, convert my 
preſent indifference into gratitude and 
friendſhip.” It is impoſſible for me to 
obey you, madam, returned he, I can never 
ceaſe to adore you, and hope that time may 
alter“ never, never, rejoined I warmly, 
I never. can regard you but with horror; 
I would prefer beggary and even death to 
the thoughts of ſuca a connection.“ + You 
muſt, you ſhall be mine, anſwered he 
| haughtily 3 no power on earth ſhall. pre- 
vent“ —here he ſtopt, obſerving my angry 
and contemptuous looks. Finding, that he 
had gone too far, he endeavoured to ſoften 
my reſentment by pleading the violence of 
his love. But I interrupted him with all 

Fo the 
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the warmth of indignation; mention not 
love, ſaid I haſtily, it is too noble a 
Paſſion for your groveling ſoul to entertain; 
it ſecles the happineſb of the beloved object 
even at the expence of its oVn - but you 
are actuated hy emotions ah ! hold, my 
deareſt Miſs Montague, tejoined he eagerly, 
throwing himſelf at my feet, wound not 
my ſoul with theſe unjuſt aſperſions; the 
flame which you have kindled in my heart 
is as pure as the which inſpires it.“ 
He was proceeding when my father's en- 
trance put a ſtop to the diſcourſe. —* Riſe, 
riſe, Mr. Wilmot,” ſaid he, caſting at me 
2 look of rage and vexation; ** ſupplicate 
not for what fhall ſoon become elem 
your's, — © Louiſa, proceeded he, perverſe 
and ungrateful as you are, dread the re- 
ſentment of an incenſed parent ! fince gen- 
tleneſs and remonſtrances are ineffectual, 
authority and force ſhall compel you to 
compliance. F was unable to reply to 
| this cruel declaration. My tears, however, 
and Mr. Wilmoet's anſwer; ſerved to ſofter 
his anger, and he rejoined in a more geritle 
accent; My dear Louiſa, where is that 
aflection, that flial duty, which once made 
9:5 4 | ſo 
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fo diſtinguiſhing a part of your character, 
and rendered you ſo juſtly dear to me? 
« *tis here, anſwered I, pointing to my 


breaſt; could the ſufferance of every evil 


this world contains proeure your happineſs, 
20 would endure it without a ſigh; every 
temporal diſtreſs I would chearfully en- 
counter for your ſake ; but eternal miſery, 
—oh ! my father, ſpare your child ſuch a 
ſacrifice !”? I caught his hand, and eagerly 
preſſed it to my trembling heart: he ſlow- 
ly withdrew it, as if irreſolute how to act; 
and I was going to continue the diſcourſe, 
when the arrival of ſome: company pre- 
vented my deſign, and I retired t to _ your 
this recital. | 
„% @ © © '& * » * 


Oh! my a. Henrietta, rejoice. with 
your friend. Mr. Wilmot is obliged to 
leave the Thorns to-morrow. Unexpecł - 
ed buſineſs, I find, occaſions his departure. 
My father deſired him to return when it 
was finiſhed, and he eagerly, alas! accept- 
ed the invitation. Indelicate and ungener- 
aus man however, I enjoy this ſhort re- 


ſpite 1 
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pte; but enough, and too much upon 
this hateful ſubject. Fu 


5 find by your laſt letter, that Mr, Roy- 
ſton i is not with you at Windſor. Forget 
not to ſend him my tendereſt ah ! what 
muſt I add? love would ay every thing 
kind and affectionate; but duty, alas |— 


do you ſupply the chaſm— you, my deareſt 


friend, who know very emotion of my 
ſonl. | 


1 ſend this letter by Miſs Freelove, who 
is going to ſtay with her couſin Sydney. 
She is in ſuch ſpirits at the thoughts of vi- 
ſiting town ! though ſhe ſays ſhe ſhall have. 
continual jabations from her aunt Sydney 
and the philoſophical Harriet. I intend 
writing by her to that amiable friend, whom 
L fincerely eſteem, —l- am, my dear Hen 
eee a 55 
'Your's, hs — bro 

3 LOUISA MonTacuz. 
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LETTER XIV. 
; ra CovenLy to Miß Mos racur. 


] Received your letter, my dear Louiſa, 
1 this morning, and expect Miſs Sydney 
and her couſin to dinner: I want to know 
a thouſand particulars from Miſs Freelove 
concerning you. I can talk of nothing 
elſe; you -engroſs every emotion of my 
heart—lI rejoice, however, in Wilmot's ab- 
ſence. Ah! may he never return to in- 
terrupt your N ne 


1 forgot to tell you, when Is wrote e laſt, 
that Sir William was very much - indifp 14 
ed: he is ſo weak and low, that the phyſi- 
cians are fearful of his going into a con- 
ſumption, and, as a preventative, have or- 
dered him the Briſtol waters. He could 
not, however, go by himſelf, and my dear 
Charles was little diſpoſed to attend him ; 
but as Sir William requeſted the favour in 
the moſt earneſt manner, he could not re- 
fuſe to accompany him they are to ſet off 
to-morrow. What a number of injunctions 
has he laid upon me 1 am to inform him 

of 


of every FORTE that velaws to you. 
Love has the art of dignifying trifles, and 
of rendering the ſmalleſt incidents impor- 
tant I promiſed every thing he required 
of me; had I nat done ſo, nothing could 
have wee n it een „ 


* 


| The ladies em tis; moment e 
| muſt therefore bid you haſtily—farewel, 
amm 


my E T * * * xv. 
Ns Moyraoun to Lady Covznuy, 


e 7 


HOW very far has your unhappy 
Louiſa been from experiencing that 
nqufilfity, which ſhe hoped to have en- 
ech önmoleſted, during the abſence of - 
Mr Witmor!t I have d learnt the fatal 
cuuſt of that melancholy, v which has ately : 
oppreſſed the heart of my dear father; it is, 
alas! only to be removed by a ſacrifice 
good heaven ! I tremble at the thought! 
—He laſt night received a letter from Mr. 
Wilmot, who, tenderly regrets his abſence 
from the Thorns,” and begs my father to 
continue 


— 
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continue his kind interceſſons. How crueh 
and unneceſſary: is this requeſt ! In vain did 
I endeavour to alter my father's ſentiments; 
all my remonſtrances were ineffectual. He 

at laſt fixed his eyes upon me with more 
_ tenderneſs than uſual, and fetching a deep 

ſigh, © Loniſa”” faid he in à faltering -ac- 
cent, “ every thing depends upon your con- 


ceſſion; your welfare, my fepoſe—all is at 


ſtake.—1 am ſurrounded with difficulties, 
from which you alone can ſave me. My 
expences have for ſome time far exceeded 
my income; but I faw the diminution of 
my fortune without concern, depending 
upon the promiſes which Sir Godfrey had 

ſo often made me. Vain | expeRtation! 
ſource of all my preſent wretchednefs !- His 
death deprived me of every hope, and left 
me only in the nominal poſſeſſion of this 
eſtate, which, alas! I had before mortgaged 
for its full value to Mr. Wilmot. I grew 
fick'of a world, where I could no longer 
receive thoſe flattering: diſtiuctions I had 


before enjoyed, and retired with an aching 


heart to this ſolitary manſion. The profits 

which ariſe from the place I poſieſs under 

the preſent 3 are ſufficient to. wee 
me 


4 


3 
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* - me from poverty; but oh! how inade- 
quate to my rank, and yet more ſo to my 
wiſhes add to this that I am involved in 
debt my dear child, this ſlender pittance 
mult be decreaſed, to pay off 1060]. which 
IJ vas forced to borrow, juſt after. Sir God- 
frey's deceaſe, of Sir John Mordaunt. How 
dreadful, therefore, is my ſituation! yet the 
generoſity of Mr. Wilmot would diſpel 
every fear, and reſtore me to affluence and 
peace. He offers to take thee without a 
| fortune, and to return to me the poſſeſſion 
of my eſtate. What uncommon liberality | 
can it fail of melting you to gratitude and 
tenderneſo, and of removing all your ſcru- 
ples ! I ſhould have had informed you 
ſooner of his intentions, but that I hoped 
eyery thing from thy filial regard, and was 
Willing to ſpare myſelf, here he ſtopt, 
but ſoon after added in a ſofter accent, 
ec ah! my beloved Louiſa, what joy would 
: this connection afford thy tender father! 
- you would be entitled to my higheſt 
_ gratitude, my warmeſt love! Come then, 
my deareſt child, purſued he eagerly, 
| _ embracing me, conſent to my wiſhes ; 
= let me owe all my happineſs to my Loui- 
= - | 28 | ſay 
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Ta, and believe me I will never be un- 
grateful.” He pauſed. My dear friend, 
what were my agitations I turned pale 
— voice faltered—I was capable of re- 
ſiting his menaces, and of ſupporting his 
anger; but theſe tender perſuaſions, this 
gentleneſs Now did I wiſh to oblige him; 
to reſtore him to affluence, to make him 
happy, to whom I owed every thing I en- 
Joyed ! ah! what rapture! I began to find 
my heart glow with all the enthuſiaſm of 
duty—when in a moment the recollection 
of your brother, his ſufferings, his tender 
paſſion, intruded upon my remembrance, 
and every other idea vaniſhed before it. 
My anſwer ſerved only to excite my father* 8 
reſentment, and I retired to my chamber 
drowned | in tears. e 


Farewel, oh, farewel! my dear Henri- 
etta; my heart wiſhes to impart to Mr. 
Royſton—but all is vain— " 

| Your's, | Mg 
Lovis MonTacus. 


LEY 


db LETTER S. 
F T T E R XVI. 
ik Fazzovs to Mr. FxzELOVE, 


A H! London, thou ſeat of pleaſure, 

muſt I then leave thee! How often, 
my dear Sir, have I lamented your partia- 
. ity for your green fields, ſhady groves, and 
pürling ftreams ! I have indeed heard of 
lovers, who longed for the melancholy of 
retirement, and to that ſpecies of animals 
it may have its attractions; but to the 
frigid heart of threeſcore—heavens ! what 
allurements can it preſent! yet Harriet, 
young and blooming as ſhe is, ſighs after 
rural diverſions, and eagerly accepted your 
invitation, anticipating the pleaſure ſhe 
ſhall enjoy in rambling over the fields with 
you, or in fitting under a venerable oak 
with her favourite Thompſon. Mercy 
upon us, what a caſte! I already tremble 
for my complexion, for -the Zephyrs are 
not ſo civil now as they were in days of 
yore; the rude things will tan; — oh 
would you think it Sir, the -prudiſn Har- 


riet — innumerable faults in me! ſhe 
has 


: - 
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has even retrenched thoſe hours I once de- 
voted to my toilette. She ſays, © that it 
is criminal to waſte ſo, mucn time in adorn- 
ing one's perſon, and that I am accountable 
for every moment I miſpend.”— She en- 
ters my apartmept—the day is fixed for 
our leaving town, and you may expect to ſee 
my couſin on Tueſday, accompanied by 
your ever affectionate and dutiful | 

(CHARLOTTE FR EELOVE, 


L E T T E R XVI. 
Miſs MonTacuz to Lady CoverLy, 7 


Y dear friend, what exceſs of gr ief 
* have I ſuſtained ſince I laſt wrote to 
you! yet then, alas! I fondly hoped that 
my woes were incapable of receiving any 
addition. Miſtaken wretch ! my ſituation 
was at that time comparatively happy! 
Henrietta, I can. never ſupport the ſeeing 
my father ſtruggling with poverty —yet to 
conſent to a union I know not how to re- 
ſolve - but I forget that you are a ſtranger 
to the cauſe of this new misfortune. Know 


then, that my dear father is, by a ſudden 
5 change 5 
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change in the miniſtry, deprived of his 
place, and left without any means of ob- 
taining ſubſiſtence. I cannot deſcribe his 


| agitations at receiving this dreadful intelli- 
5 gence z his firſt conflicts were terrible. I 
wept, I implored him upon my knees to be 


more calm; Louiſa, ſaid he, all wild 
and frantic, I am loſt for ever, talk not 
then of calmneſs—heavens ! to be expoſed | 
ro the ſcorn or negle& of thoſe I once de- 


ſpiſed but no, purſued he, I will firſt 
put a period to my wretched being; I can 


reſolve to die, but to live forgotten, or con- 


temned, is too great a curſe” Oh] my 
father, my dear, dear father, returned 1 


haſtily, there cannot be a misfortune that 
would render ſuch a proceeding excuſable. 


How, interrupted he, can you then 
; think with patience on thoſe evils that ſur- 


round us? good heavens ! to be obliged to 


| ſervility for a precarious ſupport ; z to ſtoop, 
to cringe to thoſe whom I once conſidered 


as my equals ; or elſe to be confined, per- 


haps for ever, in a dark dungeon, 4 ſtran 
ger to that freedom the meaneſt reptile e en- 
joys! * e Dear Sir, returned I, do not 


thus enumerate ills, you may never expe- 


rience; 
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the figs talents I am miſtreſs of, ſhall all be 
exerted to preſerve you from poverty: 
what we once conſidered as embelliſhments 
only, may dow prove effentials— happy 
employment] delightful thought! to ſave 
him from want, to whom I owe every thing 
] poſſeſs, and for whom I would freely ſa- 
criſice Ab! Louiſa, Loviſa, interrupt. 
ed my father in a mournful accent, you 
| know, not. the, obſtacles that ef 
ſuch a deſign, and death would be a th 
ſand times more welcome to me than 3. life 
of ignominy had it not been for thy, ob- j 
ſtinacy, purſued he ſternly, 1 Bad ere now | 
intitled tothe aſſiſtance of a man, ho 
from duty as well; as inclination, would have 
ſaved me from ruin but that attering 
hope i is now I fear intirely fled. . Mr Wil: 
mot, will Never. pane to tak bea ene 
5 5 ery 
ene ie 


ruined 1 — My 
Jenrietta, what tears did theſe. cruel -, TR 
| proaches cauſe. me Jet, the thought, of be. 
. vered. rom the Perſecut tions 
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My father requires my attendance I. 

Far leave you abruptly, he: count friend, 

erg e AP ai Sn aw lis 
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Mt Wiener Sir Jour Monpavur. 
q A N you be with men i! 
4 morrow? I have buſineſs to commu- 
nicate to thee of the greateſt 'importance, — 
Mordaunt, I yet hope to poſſeſs the ador- 
_ dbfte Louiſa yes, my boy, ſhe muſt now 
be wille. Her father is, by a change in 
public affairs, "deprived of his plate, and 
leit without any refource, ſave my friend- 
_ tip. His ill conduct has deprived him of 
the efteem of his acquaintance, and he owes | 
my p protection and affiſtance' intirely to the 
| beauty of his daughter—could F but gain 
her 1 at the expence of half my eſtate, 
1 177 think myſelf richly repaid. but 
ire not her affections engaged, you aſk — 
vhs, \ ak all barde and i \omantic nonſenſ 
Noyfton 1: 18 une. to n ihe beh. 


rance of a needy 14 3 he has left her to 
L 4 | | 54 . 
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purſue ſome richer fair the fellow is 
the right ; his perſon and mer 
may recommend him to ſome fat dowager, 5 
or rich antiquated virgin. And ſo, Wil. 
mot, you would marry this hatidfottie beg- , 
gar p' true, Jack; I would with tranſport, 
„and why?” becauſe I hold ir impoſſible to 
gain her on better terms, and that "ſhe is 
beautiful beyond—ok ! Möordaunt, had yo 
but beheld the fnowy whiteneſs of er Len- ö 
plexion, the brilſiancy of her charming 
eyes, the delicacy of her perſon, and the 
thouſand graces which charm, and fire, and 
captivate the ſoul, 'you would ceafe to won 
der at my intention. Wilding rallies me 
without mercy upon the occaſion, and pre- 
tends to be certain that I ſhall repeat even 
before the expiration of the honey-moon. 
How ridiculous ! he judges from my for- 
mer idle attachments. But to return to 
the ſubje& I meant to write upon; Mon- 
tague is now deprived of every thing, and 
indebted to you 10001, write to him di- 
rely; teil him an unforeſeen incident 0+ 
bliges you to deſire an immediate repayment 
of che vobole ſutn ·; and leſt he ſtiould ima- 
Oe "7 ighotant of his misfortune, forget 
D WG. not 
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not to condole with him. upon. his recent 
lofs.. I will offer to repay you, and to re- 
linquiſh my right 40, the eſtate where he 
lives, till after his dęceaſe, upon condition 

Louiſa will conſent to become mine: 
this generoſity. muſt call forth her gratitude, - 

and How her filial 1 affection ex- 


4 * . 


after yourds, is e their anxiety and. 
ſoſpence will be favourable to me, and 
forward, my plan. I ſhall take great liber- 
with you, Ick, in my letter; the caſe 
2 requires it. Let me know by my ſeryant 
What time l had en ih — believe 
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T Maginaion..c cannot conceive. a greater 
ſcepe of diſtreſs, than what your wretch- 
60 Louiſa at this, moment experiences! 1. 
1 19%, my dear Henrietta, that my un- 

—_ [29 happy 
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happy father owed Sir Joho Mordaunt 
1000l. He took a note for the 'moriey 
with the utmoſt indifference. This is 
unneceſſary, Mr. Montague, ſaid he; I 
could rely upon your honour; however, 
do not let ſuch a trifle incommede you, 
but pay me in a manner, and at a time. 
that will be möſt convenient ta yourſelf?” 
Our late 3 has intitely altered the 
caſe; his mean ſoul, a ſtranger to the feel- 
ings of humanity, 55 even led him to inſiſt 
upon an immediate repayment, and from the 
putport of his letter T fear no, Henrietta, 
I could never ſupport ſuch a trial! v0 
may imagine my father's diftreſs'; one ino- 
ment he determines to implore the aſſiſt- 
ance of Mr. Wilmot ; the next he recollects 
that he cannot be a ftranger to his ſitua- 
tion, and that his ſilence proves' His indif- 
ference; he then ſinks into a lethargy of 
Srief, and appears inattentive to my tears 
or tender careſſes. Alas! my dear Henri- 
etta, there ate moments in which I almoſt 
regret my not accepting Mr. Wilmot's or- 
fers, had I been certain of dying as ſoon as 
the fatal ceremony was finiſhed. 0h! did 


" er dear brother poſſeſs the power 
D3 TE muſt. 
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J muſt, throw. aſide my pen 1 1 am too 
e at preſent. 


e * » CRT 
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* 5 de wil 9 0 55 me oP oy 
thoughts are all confuſion ! this letter 
this fatal generolity—my forward heart 
N ah! Lady Coverly, Mr . Wilmot has writ- 
ten, and in terms that excite my gratitude ; 
be expreſſes his concern at being ſo long 
ignorant of our misfortune. Sir John Mor- 


Haut was the firſt who informed him of 


our ſituation, at the fame. time acquainting 


| him with the letter he had diſpatched the 
day before, and adding, that, if he was not 
Piaid directly, be ſhould act in a different 


ed, to alter his reſolution nd What is the 
reſult ?+he-affers to pay bis demand imme- 
diately, and to leaye my father in poſſeſſi- 
on of this ęſtate, upon condition that Four 
unhappy. Louiſa conſents to h oh duty, ab 


loves Why are you thus at variance ] can 1 


reſign for ever the delightful: cynſideration 
of loving and being beloved ſhy the moſt 


amiable of mankind! to baniſh every pleaſ- 
is ah 0 "ION my father 2 


"3 1 


» \ 10, ee ro (OUS Ya DR Be es" n 
W 8 r COS 
” . 


9 


. 

P - * r 4 . * 8 8 „ —_ 
8 38 A A bed I 8 ki "OE "PIER . R r 2D n - 1 
Ree bs 8 FPS : 5 1 2 8 Fn n IR us 
Rc” RUN r 8 7 1 gt IS e ©) by GE —— 
8 * rr 8 x : Y * * -: = PL. 


LETTERS. 5s 
haps a priſoner. Aſſiſt me, my dear Hen- 


8 rietta, with thy counſels; for I know not 
. enn nor. e 1 rene lib 


o 
”m * » 


i bs 1 R 1 
How impottbis is is it > for Waieg x to NY 
ſcribe my father's emotions at receiving 
Mr. Wilmot's letter! He caught me with 


tranſport in his arms; he called me his pre · 


ſerver, his guardian angel; and then on his 
knees invoked the bleſſings of heaven on 
his benefactor. I was ſhocked to find, that 
he did not even ſuſpect my refufal of Mr. 

Wilmot's offers; 1 wifhed to ſpeak'; but 
what could 1 fay ? I was ready © ito. faint 


with Spor an vexation. vl and 


fighs foon undeceived him. © Louiſa, 


ſaid he, with a voice that made me tremble, 


F cannot, will not, bear a deniat* I have 


already ſacrificed too much to your roman- 


tic obſtinacy ; but all is how over, — Ah! 
Louiſa, my 625 Louiſa, I once hoped— 


but filial tenderneſs is entirely eſtranged 
from thy heart; thou beholdeſt my miſery 
unmoved, and thy cruelty will ſoon termi- 
nate a life, which, but for thy unkindneſs, 


had been ſpentin affluence and tranquillity ; 
had f propoſed to thee a man who was un- 


D 4 worthy + 


1; Y 
as . E r T E R S. 
worthy. hy. eſteem and affedlion, i thou 
wouldſt have retained ſome excuſe for thy 
diſobedience: but where an agreeable per- 


ſon is joined to real merit, who can under- 
tale to Jultify ow: n 5. 


My father 1 this. momen 
is preparing to anſwer Mr. Wila 

in an hour's time—ah! Henri 

conſent to ſuch a connection is impotf | 
but theo, my father's ruin will be inevit- 
able; and his threats, his imprecations— 
oh! that Sydney was but arrived—hut her 
journey is unfortunately poſtponed , for a 
week longer, and by that time — Lucy calls, 
for my letter; the poſt; is going way; 
bow can I bid you adieu? pray for me, 
my deareſt friend; I muſt conclude; fare- 
Hh 6 oh farewel! May heaven. direct me in 


Tous SA dienten. 
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JFFnriera, my 7 Miensterzm what i 

- I done? ah! perhaps you will no 
longer love me; Mr. Royſton too will hate 
me- yet tell him, I conjure you, that it 
was not any evil I might expect to ſuffer, 
that made me conſent to marry Mr. Wil- 
mot; — but have I then conſented? my 
heart trembles, an univerſal terror d 
me — yes I have, alas! complied, and all i, 
over.— Scarcely can I condemn a ſacrifice 
which duty has compelled me to make; ; 
ought I not to forego my own wiſhes, to 
ſecure a father's peace, and will not the de- 
lightful conſciouſneſs of having performed 
my duty, be ſufficient to ſubdue every un- 
eaſy emotion, and to ſatisfy all my hopes? 
Could I have taſted a moment's. happineſs 
whilſt I beheld my father's diſtreſſes, and at 
the ſame ng conceived myſelf the cauſe of 
all his woes? Mr. Wilmot. deſerves my 
eſteem, my gratitude ; and if he- dares to 


enter into the moſt ſacred of all engage- - 


ments, with a woman who- has gloried in 
| Ds avowing 
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avowing her indifference, for him, and her 
regard for another, the imprudence is all 
his on — but honour, religion, every tye 
will oblige me to prevent his having reaſon 
to repent the ſtep. I place all my reliance 
upon providence; 1 have invoked the pro- 
tection of heaven; my diſtracted foul, torn 
with the moſt crucl conflicts, can from 
thence alone expect conſolation ; if I have 
erred, my intention at leaſt is virtuous, and 
that muſt excuſe me. Let if Mr. Roy- 
ſton reproaches me, Henrietta, I would ne- 
ver ſurvive his diſpleaſure ! but you ares 
Without doubt, anxious to know by what 
means my conſent to this fatal connection 
was obtained. liſten then to the cruel reci- 
tal, and if you either wonder at the concel. 
ſion, or blame the raſhneſs of it, I am loſt 
indeed. My father entered my apartment 
ſoon after I had diſpatched my letter of laſt 
? night: : I was affected at his appearance; 
anxiety and fear were imprinted in his 
countenance; I could not reſtrain my tears; 
he came towards me, and ſeating himſelf 
upon the ſopha by me, taking hold of my 
hand, My dear child, faid he in a ten- 
"tet voice, 1 hope 1 find you worthy my 
5 tenderneſs. 


Fd 


TE: uk 
k % 


L. E T” FE 9: Mm 
tenderneſs. You have baniſhed, T doubt 
not, every improper emotion, and ate pre- 
pared to make me happy by your com- 
pliance with my deſires. I coul not an- 
ſwer, but my tears and ſighs ſpoke for me. 
He would not attend to theſe ſilent indica- 
tions of my heart, but ſoon proceeded, * I 
may then tell Mr. Wilmot that you have 
' conſented.” — He aroſe, and was going to 
withdraw. I was alarmed beyond expreſſion, 
and eagerly exclaimed, ** Stay, my dear 
father, and do not, 1 beſeech you, excite 
hopes, which can never be gratified 2s 
ſtopt “ Louiſa, returned he in a ſor- 
rowful accent, how can you thus cruelly 
torment me? I will kneel to you ; yes, I 
will thus ſupplicate for your conſent; ah! 
did ever child refuſe a kneeling parent?“ 
Oh! riſe, riſe, dear, dear, Sir, faid I, 
finking down by bis (ide, if f you would nox 
ſee me expire at your feet with grief and 
confuſion !“ * Will you then grant my 
wiſhes?“ rejoined he. 1 remained ſilent. 
He aroſe in a kind of phrenſy, and puſhing 
me from him with the utmoſt horror and 
deteſtation, © Louiſa, ſaid he in a frantic 
tone, be gone for ever from my ſight, and 

my 4 remember, 


ember. Ae * * ee my mi- 
ſerable. exiſtence, that, but for your un- 
| kindneſs, I had been bleſſed with eaſe, and 
furrounded with affluence. 'You will then 
perhaps ſhed a few tears over my breathleſs 
eorple, and. regret, when too late, your un- 
exampled cruelty. — Alas ! my mind can 
form nothing to itſelf, but miſery. | 
Great God, ſaid he, falling upon his 
Knees, his hands claſped together in an a- 
gony of grief, and the tears rolling down 
his venerable cheeks, take from me a life 
which is become hateful to myſelf, and a 
burthen to others, and receive to thy mercy 
an unfortunate wretch, who has no other 


37 expectation of happineſs.” I heard no more, 


bur flew to him, and throwing my arms 
around his neck, my head ſinking upon his 
ſhoulder, 1 exelaimed * Oh | my father, 
_ diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe, for I can no 
longer oppoſe your will;“ and then unable | 
to proceed, Ifell ſenſeleſs upon the floor, — 
Would to heaven I had then breathed my 
laſt ! but, alas! I am preſerved for till 
greater trials. Adieu my dear friend; 
muſt incloſe a few lines for your amiable 
e h ſhall 1 ee him ? how. 
inform 


797 
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inform um of a {da that will to | 
tenderly affect his peace? Shew, him this 
letter, and tell, oh ! tell him repeatedly, that 
no diſtance, no time, no connection, ſhall 
ever make my, friendſhip leſs lively ah 
what could I not add] but I will tear my- 
ſelf from a ſubject too tender, too intereſt- 
ing! Once more then, my beloved Henriet- 


ta, adieu. * 
| iow SA MonTacu E. 
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Mis Moxraovs to Mr. Rorsron. 

A Ht | my os beloved friend, what e can/ the 
+ > unbappy Louiſa ſay | — How often 
have I taken up the pen, and how often 


thrown it aſide, unable to begin this fatal 
letter! I beſpeak all your fortitude, your 


: compaſſion, your tenderneſs, in peruſing 


theſe fad lines, the faithful tranſcript of my 
wretchedneſs. Fate has now ſeparated us 
for ever; duty forces me to give my hand 
io another; every thing depended upon my 
obedience, how long was the cruel ſacrifice 
os de even at laſt how. was it torn 

| from 
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ſtom my bleeding heart! O fatal tender 
neſs has undone me, but all repining is 
vain ; my taſk is dreadful, but I will ſum- 
mon all my reſolution to perform it pro- 
perly—do you, my beloved friend, ſet me 
the great example; and let your heroic in- 
trepidity teach me reſignation. My dear 
Royſton, let not our preſent anxiety and 


diſappointment, prevent our conſidering the 


prdſpect that ever ſeemed to await our un- 
fortunate atrachment ; was it ever likely to 
be ſucceſsful ? 'No—we were, alas! con- 


demned to drag on a miſerable exiſtence, 


tormented with fruitleſs wiſhes, and eternal 
_ regret : our fate is now determined; and 
ought I not to rejoice, that pravidence has 
enabled me to gratify a father's fondeſt 
hopes, and to reſtore him to affluence and 
tranquility? Return me then, oh Royfton ? 
thoſe letters, which are now uſeleſs; but 
prefer ve for me, I conjure you, that friend- 
ſhip which is dearer to me than life, and 
which I can never conſent to refign. Adieu! ? 
; dear and amiable friend, to meet no more 
Quan eternal feparation—but it muſt be fo ! 
farewel, then, moſt beloved, moſt—ab'? 
hat am 1 doing —Farewel for ever! 

A Lovisa MONTAGUE. - 
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Mr. R RovSTON to Miß Nlonvaduz- A 


1 A K E. back; inhuman Louiſa, thoſe 
letters which you regret having writ- 
ten, and which were only valuable whilft I 
imagined that they contained the ſentiments 
of your heart ; as you have now convinced 
me of the cruel deception, know that I diſ- 
dain to preſerye them. But bas my Loui- 
ſa then forfeited her right to my eſteem, 
my tenderneſs? ah! no, ſhe is become 
dearer to me than ever,—and yet I loſe her 
—alas ! had I poſſeſſed the power of re- 
lieving your diſtreſſeſs, with char eagerneſs 
would I have flown to your affiſtance ! k 
And will not-the delightful conſideration of 
having extricated ſuffering merit from exi- 
gence and woe, be a ſufficient reward to 
Mr, Wilmot ? But perhaps he is no longer 
indifferent to you; Louiſa, my dear Loui- 


ſa, am ] then forgotten ?—but all is over 


—your conſent is obtained, and you will 
ſhortly be inſlaved by thoſe indiſſoluble 
donds, which ought only to haye united 


- 
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thoſe hearts, which I once hoped were ſo 
firmly attached to eachother, that nothing 
but death could diſſever them —vain ima- 
gination l cruel miſtake ! you have diſturb- 
ed the repoſe of my life, yet your happineſs 
is the firſt wiſh of my ſoul; yes, my dear, 
my atniable friend, if it is poſlible that the 
i ſacred engagement you are going to enter 
into can ſecure your felicity, I ought to be 
Il will be ſatisfied—yet to loſe you for 
ever—the very thought is madneſs—ah ! 
ſtay for pity's ſake—ye ſhall not tear her 
from me! but ſhe conſents, —ſhe reſigns 
me—forgets me—cruel, unkind, incon- 
fant! I will no longer ſubmit—farewel 


then for ever! 5 1 
. e Rovs rox. 


I. E T T E R XXIIL 


| x Miſs MonTac VE to Mr. Rorsrow. 


N [Ngrcrus n bow haye I de- 
| ſerved thy reproaches ? If I have ſa- 
crificed my own happineſs. to ſecure a fa- 
ther's peace, ſhould ſuch a conduct make 
We i incur * reſentment ? Had you been 
truly 


truly noble, you would have ſoothed my 
unquiet mind, and made my taſk leſs grie- 
vous! ah} was it for thee to add to a diſ- 


treſs. already too great for expreſſion ? ou 


accuſe me of having ſubdued every tender 
impreſſion. Alas H if you knew my heaft 
—my dear friend, bd can never ſurvive thy 
ff 
n Lovis Mouracvr 
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Nr. Rovsron to Mis MonrAcur.. 

Fi Vs 190 mot} 
Fate me, dear. and angelic. e 

L ſee and lament, my weakneſs. But 

oh! think how tenderly I love you; 120 
then reflect upon the exceſs. of my ate. 
pointment and deſpair | I will ever pray, fo 
your felicity but 1 muſt. ſuppreſs - 
overflowings of a heart which ought not 
nov to pour forth its fond complaints— 
How ſhall [ bid yo eternally farewel !— 
but fate will have it '% and I muſt ſubmit; 3 
beſtow now and then a thought pap, an 
unfortunate wretch, who lives onl ly to 


eſteem, to admire, to adore vou! 


FD, tf > > #? 


CranLys Rovsrox. 


\ ; | 
7 5 ; * 5 2 5 a 1 4 0 _ 1 on; 4 6 
W- v f 3 — 8 $: 
* * * * ; N x -: q - * Fg y 72 0 % 
5 » py 
7 P * 


66 LETTERS 


ZAC 


A 1 7 
1 = 
3 4 


E.7 
- 8 


34 E 1 * * * AV. 
Tj &- C42, bon „. 433 101 4 


Miss sony in Lady sa- „ 


| He W cruelly has that happiack been 
interrupted, which 1 expected to. have 
enjoyed 4 oli my abode at the Thorns in 

the ſociety of our beloved Louiſa ? What 
tears have we-ſhed, and what anxiety do we 
experience, in thoſe; hours eſpeeially ben 
we are en to be e 


$1 


I nd «billet 3 Few hy * 

day morning z the requeſted me to attend 
her as foon as poſſible ; I eagerly” obeyed 
the ſummons, and found that it was occa- 
foned by the expected atriyal of Mr. Wil- 
mot.! *He came ſoon after 1 got there. She 
was ready to faint at his approach. With 
what j Joy did her father welcome him! Mr. 
Witmor was all rapture—how much is he 
attached to our ſweet friend! ah Who can 
wonder at his Paſſion! the is worthy his 
: tendereſt love. He came down | in a very 
4 elegant paſt-coach, which is deſi igned as a 
waer Toe: Mr. ones, with a pair of 

ben beautiful 
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beautiful grey horſes. What exultation !— 


his countenance, ſpoke, the delight of his 
ſoul. My dear friend was affected at the 


generoſitꝝ pf the preſent, and the graceful 


manner in which it was made; ſhe thanked 


him with a heſitaung voice 3 he ſeized her 


hand, and pur it to his lips the; did- not 
withdr aw it,; the. 1PPy father 5 loo hold 


of them both, and preſſing them eagerlyto 


his gratitude and paternal tenderneſs: the 


ſcene was truly affecting. Ab! my dear 
friend, rejoice with me, ſince our Louiſa is 
deſtined for Mr. ho IE 97 | 


» able af hr mm. 7 


Wil you excuſe. any. 1 mooſe, Po 


| the afſurance vat a nh one, Wal 
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= dy cerca to Miſs rbb. 

ti EW i a OT 18am. 
Y Yeu! lend how Weetchied' i is your 
> Henrietta my poor Charles is dan- 
geroullyill,/and I was ſent for with the ut- 
moſt ſpeed to Briſtol, Where I now ani; But 
alas he knows me not; he calls: inceſſant- 
Iy for his dear Louĩiſa; he repeats my name 
with a melancholy tenderneſs 3 I take his 
burning hand and preſs it to my lips 3 he 
ſurveys me intently; yet recollects me noe. 
Sir William is, I believe, affected at his fi- 
A but he poſſeſſes not that ſenſibility 
| h! Royſton, my brother, my friend, I 
2 i with thee !: Gracious 
heaven! reſtore to my prayers my compa- 
nion, my adviſer, bim to whom I owe 
every: virtue Let not my dear 
Louiſa be acquainted with his ſituation— 
but this deſire is unneceſſary.— Adieu, 
my Harriet ! forgive this incoherent letter; 
I know not what I have ſaid. I muſt at- 
tend my beloved Charles. Alas! the time 


Th Tt now devote to him, may ſome time hence 
| be 


by ba, 


* 
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be very. dear to my remembrance—1 will 5 
ſoon write ae more adieu! __ 
| e char. 
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Lady Covnnuy e to o Miſs SOT 


* bo 
#44 + 3 


1 Werber 1 is ne Wee my Ni 
Harriet, though he remains very 
mou and low. How did he rejoice upon 
the recovery of his ſenſes, to find me with 
him!“ This is kind indeed, my Henrietta, 
laid he in a faint voice, but you were ever 
lo,” —then after a pauſe, I ſhall die in 
yoo arms, my beloved ſiſter, continued he, 
for you will not leave me.—This i is all I 
have now to wiſh for but tell me, I con- 
jure you, is my Louiſa, really married? 1 
replied in the negative. She will ſhortly 
be. ſo, rejoined he, and therefore this reſpite 4 
is of little importance; but heaven s will 
be done. We ſhall leave Briſtol as ſoon as 
my brother” 8 health will permit, and intend 
going to Sir William's ſcat fin, G——chire. 
I ſhall not return to Windſor for ſome time. 
Sir fe: is very well, and left us laſt 


week 3 
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| geerer my fincereſt conghitete- 


brother. ' Amiable man how moch en 
intereſted in bis happineſs? my Louiſa 


ir intently; Mr. Royſton's name was not 
once mentibned in it; the looked diſap- 


2 denee, Caid The, ay the ſame time that Fre- 
gret it,. - yet alas! if Mr. Royſton deſpiſes 
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week ; 1 fear that the recovery of his health 
is not attended with the amendment of his 
morals ; dmr man! what MONTY has 
he +: given" me ! * | 


„ 6 


75 * F * a "WM 4 
5 2 og Ll 6 1 
\ . * nue A 5 1 


2 date the letter from Windſor. I have 


left proper orders in regard to the forward- 


at Towne en am ever yours, 3 


i SIC] "HennarrzaCormur, 


, 15 
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lit sronkr to Lady CovzniLy, 


1 * 9 


- 


tions upon the recovery of your dear 


| opened your letter ſhe furveyed 


pointed; « I admire my Henrietta's" pru- 


of forgets me- but ought 1 not to with 
— that 


* 


* 


— 


- 


_ that he ſhould e beer! my W 3 
ther, what a tender attachment haſt ee ö | $179 4 


Ol. 


inn 
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Mr. Miontsgue is ee bee 
ſome ſcheme of pleafure. I ſee the reaſon; 

he will not ſuffer Louiſa to reflect upon her 
ſituation ; the can never be a moment alone 
—my couſin has been with us this week, 
and we have paſſed it in all kinds of rural 
amuſements. Mr. Montague has been o. 
liciting my dear friend to fix the time of her 
marriage. Mr, Wilmot is all i impatience, Þ 
for that (to him) happy period; "the turns 
pale nt the. thought, bur her father has 
this morning been ſo uncommoniy urgent, 
and even peremptory, as almoſt frightened 
her into 'compliance; he too plainly fees 
his power over her, yet he is not Senerous 
nor even delicate in his conduR towards 
ber, bes has n W e o 


* * „„ . Dk „55 ð ꝝ @ 1 * 
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L bo enters my chte 3 the iy 10 5 
tears—ſhe ſollicits my advice how to act; 1 
am ſhocked at Mr. Montague J behaviour, 


y * but +» 
£* 1 9 , q 
r 

* 
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. 17 connection is er- 
1 muſt; I chink, urge her to obey him. 

My couſin, interrupts me and f forces e 


to fab! ſcribe, mp elf n ry abruptly,: your's, 


"I F Ml | 
a0 aden n 1510.4 19 nondkr 5: 
Ligue H T, T. E R XX. 8413; 
22077 Sni n "0435 G. bc N05 94 
is Sone 0 Lady Sener. bem 
AR ood hi7ns 6M. hl 105 


0 U R Jear Lodiſa 5 at length yielded 

to the 1 importunities of her father, and, 
on Tusſdey fortnight, will give her hand to 
y Wilmot ; bigs -tranſports are in- 
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1 t this mornipg, 1 to. nll ypon; ber. 
| Mr. Montague: met me at the / door to in 
form me of her having conſentedʒ he need- 
ed not to have told me; his looks were 
| ſufficient indications. I haſtened to her the 
was fitting in her chamber, her head re- 
clined in a melancholy poſture upon ber 


N 0 . . her eyes fixed intently upon the 


aroſe to welcome me. I aw 


141119 


cb nd endeavoured | to Retry her 


| et | Fl 4 IS is 
Ar dejected 
* 3 3 
3 
— 


Ir AA 3 
dejected ſpirits, by expatiating upon the 
happineſs her conſent had given to her fa- 
ther. Yes, ſaid ſhe, deeply ſighing, my 
fate is now determined.” — Gracious hea- 
ven ! purſued the dear creature, eagerly | 
claſping her hands together, ard lifting up 
her eyes with all the fervour of devotion, 1 
expect not tranquillity in this world, but oh! 
enable me, I pray thee; fo to diſcharge'the 
duties of that awful ſtate I am compelled to 
enter into, that I may obtain that felicity in 
another, which thou haſt RE as _ 
reward of virtue: r 


1 am going to write to . Sa 
to ſolicit for another month or two; I 
cannot think of leaving my Louiſa imme- 
diately after her marriage. She deſires me 
to beg for three months at leaſt. I will not 
mention any; oo,” but rad in her g& 
bane iT I "ts. Me 
Lam your's, WED SIO 1801-36578 


Harrier Srpuxv. 
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W 1 een CoverLy, 
morrow is the great, the nter 
= day, that will determine the fate of 
e I have not left her a moment, 
and am to ſleep here to- night at her requeſt, 
If any perſon is equal to ſuch trials, it is 
our lovely friend; what piety! what vir- 
tue ! every amiable endowment is her's! 
She has ſcarcely ſpoke all this day, but how 
expreſſive | are ber looks! ſhe beholds the 
joy of her father with a pleaſed attemion. 
He preſſes her frequently to his heart with 
rapture. She ſurveys him with a melan- 
choly tenderneſs, which ſeems to ſay, ah, 
my dear Sir, what have I not ſacrificed for 
your ſake!” Mr. Wilmot' s happineſs i is ſo 
great, that one cannot help enjaying it with 
him. Louiſa receives his aſſiduities with 

a ſweetneſs that charms him. Ah! m 
dear friend, I who have ſeen her ſtruggles, 
5 know, her heart, can never ſufficiently 
admire her behaviour] ſuch virtue mult be 
| 4 the 
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the peculiar care of providence z Can it then 
tail of being rewarded ! 


„32„ % #)# #* „„ „3 # 
The morning is arrived, and in one ſhort 


hour l tremble dear and amiable Loui- 
ſa, my heart feels little leſs than thine 


Mr. Montague propoſed ordering rhe 


coach. She begged to be allowed half an 
hour—it is paſt and we are going—Oh |! 


thou gracious: Being, who ordereſt every y 


human event, protect my deareſt friend—T 
muſt attend her. Farewel! pray for the 
happineſs of our Louiſa, Adieu. 

| _ HaRrRigT SYDNEY, 


e xXXXI. 


CL 


Miſs Svöxzr to Lady Covzxxxv. 


theſe few lines, to inform you that 
we e fer off to-morrow, on a tour which will 
detain us abour a month, if we go to all the 
gentlemens ſeats we at prefent think of vi- 
firing ? My omar is to o accompany | us. 


II. L you excuſe my ſending a 1 


— 


/ 


| 20 UE FT F H RI S 


ed a long letter, directed to you at Wind. 


- faithful re En b: t 


My dear Mrs. Wilmot has juſt diſpatch- h 


ſor.—! have time for no more than the aſ- 
ſurance of being axe dear La Cow” 3 


nir Sroxey; 


. 


LETTER XII. 


Lady Covinuy to Mi SYDNEY. | i 


n er of your ſafe N at 
the Thorns, and chat you wwe __ 
ſuch an enen tour. 

1 e to leave * + * ſhire next 
week, and ſuffer the utmoſt anxiety in the 
thoughts of parting from my dear C harles ; 
yet for many reaſons I would not conſent 
to his attending me to town, as he propoſ- 
ed doing. —Sir William is ſeldom at-home, 
yet he is far from being well, and looks 
pale, languid, and emaciated. My beloved 
Charles continues weak, and cejected. He 
ſeems weary of life. I endeavour. to raiſe 
his depreſſed ſpirits, . but all my efforts are 
Conn 7M Docs my Henrietta ima- 
gine 
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gine, ſaid he gravely, that I can ever forget 
the paſt ? or does the wiſh me to drag on 
a miſerable exiſtence, Keprived as I am of 
every thing, that can render life valuable to 
its poſſeſſor 2. — «© Ah! fay not ſo, my 

2ar brother, returned F, embracing him; 
It is true that you have loſt a Miltreſs, 
tender, àmiable, and deſerving your warm- 
elt love, but you- ſtill preſerve in her the 
moſt affectionate of friends; and you have 
in your Henrietta a ſiſter who loves you 
beyond expreſſion « Alas! interrupted 
he haſtily, how cool is friendſhip, when 
; compared v with love !—had the forfeited her 
Tight to my eſteem ; had. inconſtancy, or am- 
| bition, induced her to yield her band to 
Wilmot, I ſhould have deſpiſed, and for- 
got her, — but to be ſenſible, that ſhe never 
appeared. half ſo amiable, as at that mo- 
ment in which I loſt. her for ever. — there 
there's the ſting! Can then an affection 
| like mine be ever ſubdued ?—No, Henriet- 
ta, it is impoſñble! the laſt ſigh that quĩ · 
vers on my lips, will be breathed forth for 
my Louiſa” 


. Adieu 
E 3 | 


78 r 
Adieu my dear 9 and belleve 
me « ever \ a nM WOT 2 
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_ Mifs Sypnzy to Lady CoveRLY.. 


; OR time has been fo much engaged i in 
$1 receiving and payin ing viſits, that I have 
not had a leiſure moment to devote to my 
dear friend. How odious are thoſe cere- 

monies, which cuſtom has impoſed upon 
theſe occaſions, and how fincerely have 
Mrs, Wilmot and your Harriet. regretted 
the trifling converfation, the irkſome re- 
ſtraint which we have lately been obliged to 
ſubmit to! Such are the faſhions of this 
world, which are founded P90 caprice, and 


purſyed through folly. , — 


1 1 ? 


by Our dear friend W's this 6 finiſhed a 
letter to your Ladyſhip, which was begun 
near a fortnight ſince ; Mr. Wilmot will 
not ſuffer her to be abſent a moment 
writing, or reading, is bad for her head, 
and ſolitude will render her melancholy.” — 
; 1 You a 


Ea TE HHS a” 
| You may eaſily judge, you who know ſo 
well the ſentiments of our Louiſa, how 
painful this conſtraint muſt beto her active 
mind! but ſhe is all compliance; lt is, 
his tenderneſs for me, ſays ſhe, that makes 
him act in this manner; and I am -there- 
fore bound by gratitude, as well as duty, 
to gratiſy his wiſhes.” Yet though pru- 
dence makes her endeavour to conceal every 
diſagreeable emotion, I can plainly diſcover _ | 
that his exceſſive fondneſs diſtreſſes her; 
ſhe frequently caſts down her lovely eyes 
wich a dejected timidity, and an air of me- 
lancholy takes poſſeſſion of every feature. 
Ah! my dear Henrietta, I like- not thefe 
expreſſions of rapture—theſe ebullitions of 
fondneſs May I inſpire a tenderneſs that 
will exiſt independent of. ſenſuality, Such 
a regard would I excite in Wilmot for his 
amiable wife but when I expatiate upon 
the ſweetneſs of her temper, he extols the 
clearneſs of her complexion ; and when I 
mention the excellence of her underſtand- 
ing, he harangues upon the delicacy of her 

features, or the luſtre of her eyes. Can 


ſuch an attachment as this be permanehty 
$6948 8 4 "7 OH, n 


which i is 3 upon exteinal qualities 
_— 4 alas! 1 fear * worſt. 


as 10 Mi "FR het is 158 be- 
one expreſſion, at the contemplation of 
that grandeur which ſurrounds: him; and 
Hh ou: friend enjoys his felicity. 


F obliges n me to tell you abroptly 


char Tam your's 1 . 
r Syongy+ 


- 


LETTER XXXIV. 


Mr. Wer to Mr Joun Mozavkr. 


RA. LY mc. eee as much as 

you pleaſe; my happineſs depends 
not upon the opinion of others. Never 
was I bleſt before; never did I experience 
half the tranſport in my various inter- 


courſes with the ſex, that I now enjoy in 


the poſſeſſion: of my Louiſa : the gentle- 
neſs of her manners, the elegance of her 
perſon, inflame my ſoul with rapture and 
ever new delight. I fit for hours together, 


litening to the muſic of her voice; I preſs 
7 her 


Fl 
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her with the moſt eager. paſſion | to my 

, throbbing heart —Morgaunt, can I] ever 
ceaſe to love her! impoſſible ! 91 are, 
you | muſt b be miſtaken, | ; 


IV N 


My Loni i is 12 moſt aletionste child 
you can imagine Jam even jealous of her 
filial regard; I ſee, too plainly ſee, that [ 
poſſeſs only the; ſecond; plage in; her heart; 
my preſent happineſs is derived from her 
tender attachment to her father; would to 
heaven I had owed it only to love! I 
ſhould ther hare” been bleſt® ir ee ex. 
anne IG c, ve een e e 


2807 addi Nigel 07 

Do you 160 Miſs bey, Jack? fie 
is to ſay with my wife. The girl is hand- 
ſome, and genteel; but ſhe is one of your 
ſentimental” Fair "Ones. | She talks of love 
with all the purity of an angel, and even 
marriage is, according to her idea, a ſtate 
where delicacy ought. to be preſerved in- 
"violate, | Marriage delicacy” indeed! what 
a notion! Did you ever hear of an) thing 
i To romantic? Her'coufin in, Mils reelove, 
f is quite the reverſe, wanton and playful as 
A kitten; as perfor 2 in eee 
Nl Hole "FI Mai 1890 Jil ey, 


0939 


lively, : and cltercatrint® 1150 juſt ſuch 
a girl as you would like to trifle with. — 
But the ladies are ready—1 am going to 
attend them on horſeback · my Louiſa rides 
admirably ! how . beautiful does the _=_ | 
Farewel 1 


Hzxay wunder. 


LET TE R XXXV. 


Mr, Roysron to Lady Covzaxv. 


M Y, EWA Henglawa,! how tenderly 2 1 
regret your abſence! but I am en- 
deavouring to comply with. your wiſhes and 
to render myſelf more deſerving your affec- 
NE tion,—Yes, I will tear this fatal tenderneſs 
from my heart! ſhall I continue to figh for 
her, who has forſaken, perhaps forgot 1 me 
Loviſa, T'will follow thy example, and ba- 
.niſh. 24 ever a paſſion ſo unfortunate; a 
| remembrance ſo painful. Fraternal love 
and kriendſhip ſhall from henceforth, en- 
groſe my 485 and 1 vill bid: e adieu to 


1 14 (>; 208 Foy 
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wy ws yeſterday a letter | om Lord | 
Olen, that 5 friend whom I have fo 


often 


— 


LUET TERS. = 
often mentioned to you. He talks of re- 
turning to England, after having been ab- 
ſent from it three years; he is juſt come of 
age, and ig in poſſeſſion of an eſtate in 
+ # ſhire of 5000l. per ann. Lord C Offorp 
has an improved WC. accompa- 
nied with a fluency of language, and ele- 
cance of expreſſion ; handſome in his per- 
ſon, and aimable in his manners, he is ad- 
mired by one ſex, and eſteemed; by bath. 
The French ladies efpecially (who are not 
in general remarkable for their modeſty) 
have made him the moſt favourable ,ad>. 
vances, which he received with ſuch cold- 
neſs, as gained him the ule of the“ hands 
fome inſenſible.**  - 51 | 
233 „* „ „ „„ 5ĩ5W—-ð ͤu˙Blù 


1 en 8 to „Sr William bo 85 
a little concert this evening to three or four 
of the neighbouring families; I have en- 
gaged a celebrated performer on the vio- 
loncello to be preſent at our meeting. The 
only method of preferving him from guilty: 
Pleafures, is by rendxring rational ones 4. 
greeable to him. We ſhall. have ſome v. 
cal mut from two — - Abt ne 


etta, . 


84 LETTERS, 


3 etta, 1 ſhall think of that happy time when 
my Loviſa—but refleQtion is. . my. greateſt 

cute I will leave this ſubject, as you have 

already had too r inne of She folly : 

* wor” 2 + 24 

| Cnanure Rovsrox. 
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Mr, Wrinor to Sir han Mozyaunt: 


$. 


[ Think ey Mondbvnt; for thy tat let- 
"ter. Thou art certainly an honeſt fel- 
wi and though you often act wrong, it is 
with the beſt intention in the world. Thou 
wilt not thank me perhaps for praiſing thy 
heart, at the expence of thy head; for, like 
the generality of mankind, thou hadſt ra- 
ther have thy morals than thy underſtand- 
ing depreciated. Thou art not yet a Sir 
Charles Grandiſon, but you deſpiſe the 
character; ah! Jack, we too often affect 
to contemn, what we have not virtue to 
imitate,——bur. ho) I moralize! I have 
lived ſo long in ſobriety, and godlineſs with 
theſe pious girls, that I ſhall abſolutely be- 


eome a mere e N Louiſa talks of 
Me, virtue 


4 


LETTERS. T 


virtue with all the wiſdom of a Socrates. 
How pleaſing is oratory from teeth of ivo- 
ry and lips of coral l 1 often, however, ſtop 
her harangue by eagerly preſſing her to my 
boſom; ſhe receives my careſſes, but ſhe 
does not return them. Net 


For Hong Fry RI brow of my charmer 
has been clouded with anxiety. Mr. Mon- 
tague is not well, yet refuſes all aſſiſtance; 
he depends entirely upon the ſtrength of his 


conſtitution z his phyſician is nature, but 
her aids are not always ſufficiently efficaci- 


ous ; luxury has introduced diſorders, which 
art alone can cure. F arewel ! and believe 


|  Henzy Wil vor. 


L E T T E R xXXXVII. 
Miſs Srpury to Lady CoverLy. 


Ie been highly. diſpleaſed with Mr. 

Wilmot, and I know you will be no 
leſs ſo, my dear Henrietta, when 1 inform 
you of the occaſion. ages have been en- 


gaged a week for a ll, which is to be 
| given 


* 
— 


86 LETTER 8. 


given to-morrow evening by a gentleman, 
who is lately come to refide at the Thorns 3 
but as Mr. Montague is greatly indiſpoſed, 
Mrs, Wilmot begged that ſhe might be al- 
| lowed to ſend a card to apologize for her 
| abſence. Mr. Wilmot appeared unwilling 
to conſent, and ſpoke of Mr. Montague's 


diſſorder, with an indifference, that 1 * af- 


fected and diſpleaſed her. He apptaled at 
laſt to me to decide the matter, and 1 deter- 
mined it at once in favour of my friend; 
he ſaid little, but he did not comply with a 
grace, as I took care to obſerve to him. 
Mrs. Wilmot retired to her chamber, and 
I faw afterwards had been werping; an- 

gelic creature! how could any man Wlerve' 
her, except your brother, who alone can 

equal her in every aimable virtue ! 
SS" #.! * AS ® #; &' #7 * ?ÿõ * 


1 Mr Montague is much worfe this morn- 
| Mr. Wilmot has ſent this moment for 
| 6er R——. Not all our perſuaſions 
had been able to prevail upon Mr. Monta- 
gue'to have him called in ſooner; he has 
imbibed a ridiculous rejudice againſt the 
06027797 RACK leck n0t 225 "phyſical 
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phyſical tribe, and early impreſſions are, 

you know, very difficult to nga e rod 
The doctor is come, 10d 1 am impatient i 

to hear his opinion of Mr. Montague 8 diſ- | 

order.! have ventured to'aſk him ſome 

queſtions, unawed by the ſolemnity of his 

manner, and the gravity of his countenance ; 

but his replies were ſo ſhort, ſo unſatisfac- 

tory, 'and he appeared ſo fearful of becom- 

ing once in his life intelligible and unit 

ſerved, that he lefr me bewildered in per- 

85 plexity and loſt 3 in confuſion; | 


I am obliged to diſpatch this letter but 

will ſoon write again, 

- +, Your's, | 
HARRIET SYDNEY. 


157 147231 To "as + 28 2 f 


L. E r A; E * XXVII. 


Mr Wi or to Sir Jonn Monpaunt. 


"OUR, letter, my dear gin Jchn, 
found us all in. the utmoſt diſtreſs,z © 
poor Mr. Montague is given over; Miſs 


Sydney 1 is in tears, and my Louiſa - but her 
| grief 


. 


n 


— 


= ws 4 L E i - T. E R 8. 
ee, is inexpreſſible! 1 have a thouſand 
fears on her account, yet XL cannot dee 

upon her to leave her father a moment :— 
Mordaunt, would ſhe thus grieve for me— 
alas 11 doubt it. Miſs Sydney calls me 
oh!] Jack, my Luiſa is fainting in her 

f father $ arms—l fy to her all:ſtance. FM 


* 


; hs have perſusded her to lie down in 1 7 
to compofe her ſpirits, and am going to fit 
by her bed ſide, to endeavour to ſooth her 
into reſignation and tranquillity. Adieu | 
1 will write again | to-morrow. 18 


Henny! Witxor | 


0 
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N E T ＋ E R XXXIX. 
Miſs Sruxv to Lady — —ꝗ — 


'F 


Fl L is rer, my dear 8 IM 

Mr. Montague has this moment 
breathed his laſt, in the arms of our belov- 
ed Louiſa. Good heaven ! how eruel 
but we muſt adore in fi lence the decrees of 
probidence! Farewef ! 1 am ufable to 
write more at preſehe!” e 60 us © & 


tir d AK IET STD ET. 
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1. E 1＋ T E R RL. 
Miss Svpwzy to Lady covkalr. 15 


F T E R a ſeries of anxious fears, and 
- diſappointed hopes, our Louiſa is pro- 
nounced out of danger. Ah! what a bleſ- 
ſing ! I received it with tears of joy ; ſhe 
beheld them with the utmoſt tenderneſs, 
and thanked me by a gentle preſſure of the 
hand. —The violence of her grief is ſoften- 
ed into a tender melancholy, a pious reſig- 
nation; it is now the ſorrow of a Chriſtian, 
She implores the forgiveneſs of heaven for 
the com plaints ſhe has poured forth againſt 
its decrees. Oh! how excuſable were ker 
emotions,—how e her ſufferings 1 N 


Mr. Wilmot 1 infirely en his 
tranquillity; ; I fear, my dear Henrietta, that 
he n an unfooling heart, 


Lord Do. is returned to Aſnby 
Grove. His uncle is dead, and has left 
him an eſtate of 2000l. a year, in Ireland. 
Chf is quite happy at his arrival in the 

. Tec: neighbour- 


S 


neighbourhood. Mr. Wilmot is going to 


: 7 N * 
„ 


G EVtTEWS 


pay his lordſhip a viſit this morning; he 


-may now leave Mrs. Wilmot * - 4 


ein 


My 2 ſends up his name. — I muſt 
therefore ſubſcribe * abruptly, your's, 


&c. | 
Hanzinr Srouzr, | 


* 4 


"A E iT T E R. XII. 
Mr. Wer to Lady Gm ERLY. 


LA S! $ my « . Henrietta, Mr. Mon- 
tague is then no more, and of what 


: avail is now that cruel ſacrifice which duty 0- 


bliged my Louiſa to make? Ah! had we not 
ſo, precipitately religned every tender hope, 
we might have now- been happy ! Was it 
for this, Louiſa, we were ſeparated ! inexor- 
able fate ! cruel deſtiny! fo tenderly as our 


hearts were united !——but how vain are 


theſe regrets! it is the will of heaven that 
ſhould' drink deep of the bitter cup of mi- 
ſery,—it is the will of heaven that—ah | 


for give . — virtue — yes, I will 
| ſuffer 


SET TE SSb: 91 
ſuffer in ſilence, and ſubmit to thy decrees 
with reverence and adoration, But oh ! my 
Louiſa ! weary as I am of life and indiffer- + 
ent to all its purſuits, yet I am. ſtill vulner- 
able in her! Gracious heaven ! ſupport her 
in thoſe trials thou infliteſt ! Henrietta, if 
ſhe dies—No, I will never ſurvive. her; 
the grave ſhall at leaſt unite us, never, ne- 
ver more to part. Ws 


Why, © oh! why, my beloved ſiſter, are 
you ſo ſolicitous for my welfare, ſo anxious 
for my recovery ? I am no longer worthy 
of your eſteem, or deſerving of your ten- 
derneſs; every ſocial wiſh, every endearing 
thought is expunged from my ſoul! my 
mind, entirely ingroſſed by ſorrow, and 
overwhelmed with deſpair, is become 
gloomy, ſelfiſh, and unſfociable— F orget 
me then, my Henrietta, and let not an un- 
| happy wretch, like me, deprive thee of that 
tranquillity thy virtues "deſerve to poſſeſs. 
Suffer me, in ſome diftant clime, ſome ſo- 

litary abode, to paſs away the ſhort remain- 
der of my miſerable being, and join with 
me in praying for that happy period, which 


—_— 
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Ball put an end to my woes, and termi- 
nate all your cares for the unhappy, 
To SHEER nne Rovsron. 


LETTER XIII. 


"Lady Covenur to Mr. RovsToN. 
11 0 W many tears, my Seth 5 
has your letter coſt me! 1 reſpect your 
grief, yer I would wiſh to have it leſſened- 
The eye of heaven beholds the firſt tranſ poris 
of ſorrow with pity and forgiveneſs; but it 


allows not the indulgence of it, nor ſuffers 
us to refuſe the cup of conſolation, which 


religion offers to our acceptance. It is not 
dy contemplating the felicity that would 


moſt probably have attended your union 


with Louiſa, that you will acquire fortitude 


to ſupport your preſent calamities. Alas! my 


dear Charles, how abſurd are the emotions 
by which we are agitated! We look in vain 
for happineſs in a world where it ought not 


to be expected: could this ſtate be called pro- 
bationary, if every hope was gratified, every 
wiſh indulged? Had. the deity promiſed 


| us en. in this life, we might then reaſon- 


þ "4 ably 


n 
ably complain of his cruelty and injuſtice. 
Be grateful, oh my brother! to that pro- 
vidence which has preſerved our deareſt 
friend, and enabled her to ſupport, with -pi- 

ous reſignation, the unparallelled cruelty of 


her fate; exchange complaint for ence, 
and doubt for adoration. | 


The concluſion of your letter ſenſibly af- 
fected me—ungrateful as you are, .to wiſh 
me to forget you, and to conſent to a ſepa- 
ration which my ſoul ſhudders but to think 
of !—there was a time—an ! is then your 
Henrietta no longer dear to you ?—my tears 
muſt ſupply the reſt. Go then, wretched 
youth] abandon me, fly me; but know, 
that thy Henrietta can never ſurvive your 


abſence—it depends upon you then, to de- 
| termine her fate. Adieu 


4 L E T T E R XI III. 

Mer. Rovsron to Lady CovenLy. 
E ſatisfied, my dear Henricita Z Ipro- | 
miſe to obey you, and to endeavour to 


render myſelf worthy your tenderneſs. 
63 1k - Tour 


B 
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Your letter has called forth all the ſoft ſen- 


fations of my ſoul; you deſerve every thing 
from me, and. believe me I will never be 


ungrateful. 


I am this moment ſetting off for * * * 
in order to meet my dear Offory, who ar- 
rived in England a few days ago; he is to 
return with en me to Sir William' 1 


FL am ever, my amiable ſiſter, yours, 
CHaRLEs Rovs rox. 


L E T T E R XLVV. 
; Miſs Sroxzv to Lady, CoveRLy. 


T AM juſt returned from an airing with 
ou Kor friend. Mr. Wilmot has been 
abſent theſe two days with Lord Townly on 
a hunting party, but we expect them here 
to dinner; they are become inſeparable. 
Mrs. Wilmot regrets the intimacy moſt 
ſincerely ; ; but alas! her influence was not 
ſtrong enough to prevent it. A wife very 
ſoon ceaſes to have any power ovep a mind 
* Wilmot 8. 


1 51 


as 
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I this moment perceive my couſin enter 
ing the park; ſhe has heard, 1 ſuppoſe, of 
his Lordſhip's intended viſit, and. it is to 
that cauſe we are indebted for this unex- 
pected call. I ſhould-like to have her mor- 
tified by not receiving an invitation to din- 
ner, but Mrs. Wilmot is too polite to be 
guilty of ſuch an omiſſion. 


Mr. Wilmot, and that odicus Lord, as 
Louiſa calls him, are now arrived, and I 
muſt leave you for the preſent. 

E W %  «  S UM * * #* * 


Lord Townly is gone home with my 
couſin. Mr. Wilmot however attended 
them. His Lordſhip was not a little chag- _ 
rined at Mrs. Wilmor's declining to dine 
with him to-morrow , I was _ n 
that ſhe refuſed: Boing | 715 S803 0; 


„ W +. W W 


7 


It is paſt one o'clock and Mr. Wilmot is 
not returned. I have been reading my fa- 
vourite Elfrida' to Mrs. Wilmot, and it has 
as "uſual colt us . teats. 


. ; N 
: 3 : ” 
— x . 
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He. is come—farewel ! wy dear Henri: 


an e 


* * „ RESI t af Hanmer vonxv. 


5 TE R lx. 1 
Lord TownLy to Mr. BeverLy. 


H OW vain are all your wiſhes for my 

return Nothing could induce me to 
leave this inchanting ſpot, which contains 
the moſt angelic fair, heaven ever formed! 
Do you remember Miſs Montague, Ned ? 
— How did ſhe charm us both in that viſit 
we paid her: father: Bur now my heart is 
freed from the fetters of my then adored 
Caroline Villiers, I am more at liberty to 
obſerve her perfections. But ſhe is marri- 
ed, thou wilt ſay, and therefore —a truce 


with thy obſervations, dear Beverly, thou 


art become ſuch a moralizer! 

| I have already taken care to ſecure an in- 
timacy with the huſband, who is juſt ſuch a 
kind of being as 1 could : wiſh, credulous, 

raſh, imperious, and entertaining a high 


* of his ſu perlative generoſity in ta- 
? 3 king 
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king Mrs. ' Wilmot without-a fortune, 
almaſt ſatiated with conmibial joys, and ſe- 
cretly pining for variety. wn are the 
obſervations that my. penetration (now 
doubly watchful) has enabled me to make. 
Thou may'ſt imagine that I will take ad- 
vantage of ſuch favourable circumſtances, 
. 1 ſchemes are "ys m exadrio. 


1 dined with Wilmor lalt e Louiſa 
did not for ſame time make her appearance. 
I was romping with that little devil, Char- 
lotte Freelove, when ſhe entered the room 
how lovely did ſhe appear! the mehan- 
choly languor of her eyes the fairneſs of 
her complexion, which her mourning habit 
rendered more conſpicuous the melody of 
her voice — oh! Beverly, how innumerabie 
are her attractions! ſhe paid her compli- 
ments to me with a cold politeneſs that 
chagrined me, though I took care to regu- 
late my behaviour by the ſtricteſt rules of 
decorum; no double entendres no ſelf . aſ- 
ſuming airs; but modeſt, reſpectful, and 
ſedate; thou wouldft ſcarcely have recog- 
nized thy old friend, under the diſguiſe of 
the humble, the timid Lord Townly. Mrs. 
Vor. I. F Wilmot 5 


N ws @ALSET1TTEIRA1S. 

| -. Wilmot's countenance betrays the ſituation 

cot her mind I ſee that ſhe is far from be 

ing happy; her lovely boſom heaves with 
involuntary ſighs, and ſhe frequently ſteals. 

from company in order (as I imagine) to 
| indulge her grief. Sweet creature, how I 
pity her! to be conſigned to the arms of 
one ſhe could not love.— * Twas pitiful, 
*rwas wondrous pitiful.” Oh! that ſhe 
. would ſuffer me to take her to my un. 
nd en all her cares 


Bsut if her fituation, excites. hopes, ber 
Abeduch nips them in the bud. Her pre- 
te — every licentious thought, and 
4 ſubdue 5 every irregular defire, - Her beha- 
viour to Wilmot is obliging,. ſubmiſſive, 
8 and if he does not poſſeſs 
the tendereſt ot wives, he ks at . * 
en ene 2 67197291 64 2195: 


- Wilmot i is "this moment anbei are- 
— 1 muſt attend him, and enquire after 
by \ the heath of my Laut. 24 6 


7 - Your? 85 1 
ici 097 33079 A341 hoer. 
rr. 
& -_ 
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F 'T- T * * LI. 
Miſs Srpney © to Lady Covenuy. 


T Find by ous ferter, my deat Lady Co- 
verly, that Mrs, Luton has left my 
grandmother ; ſhe is now alone, and I ex- 
pect therefore to be ſummaned to attend 
her every day; but am inexpreſſibly defi- 
rous that my Louiſa ſnould accompany me 
into Eſſex. Mr. Wilmot, however, does 
not approve of her going, and therefore the 
gentle creature has given up the point at 
once. I could not however ſo eaſily reſign 
my wiſhes. It is well for you, ſaid I to 
him gravely, that you married ſuch a wo- 
man as Mrs. Wilmot! thougb, upon re- 
collection, I know not if a little of my ob- 
ſtinacy would not have done better.” NO 
indeed, returned he, paſſive obedience and 
non- reſiſtance was always my plan. We 
have been married, my dear Louiſa pur- 
ſued he, turning to Mrs. Wilmot, let me 
ſee how many months is it? and not one 
quarrel yet! Nor no probability of any,“ 
| Jen JA o⁰ mean that as a compli- 

F ment 
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ment to Soth, I preſume, Miſs Sydney? 
I would not have you be too preſuming, re- 
poop I, * * ſeri 


What 8 kak my dern, are 
theſe men] gentle, tender, and aſſiduous 
before marriage; but afterwards, rude, 
imperious, and tyrannical. Alas! Henri- 
etta, my ſuſpicions of Wilmotꝰ's attachment 
were, I fear, but too well founded! He, 
who could not ſupport a momentary abſence 
without regret, now. voluntarily. ahſents 
himſelf for days together; he departs 
without inquietude, and returns without 
emotion. He is indeed greatly changed 
ſince his aquaintance with Lord Fownly— 
101 well might ouiſa regret the fatal intima- 
cy; to that conpection, Lam perſuaded, 
| ſie owes great part of her preſent. wretch- 
edneſs. Mr. Wilmot ſeldom returns from 
\cheiv meetings tilh after midnight, and but 
too often comes hote in a ſſtuation. dear 
- -and amiable Louiſa, how great are thy ſuf- 
ſetings ! yet how noble thy conduct! No 
repinings, no reproaches, ever eſeape her 
ps. She'affiimes'in public an Air of con- 
nan chearfulteſs, but T-ofter find her 
15 weeping, 
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weeping, and ſhe is (grown pale, languid, 
and emaciated. I om 6 _ m, 
Ren 5 


Hanziar Srovrv. | 


= * 6 13.27 . Fi. 7 1 Aff 


_ * 1 1 E K Rent.” 
Mt Wir Nor to Sir Joum Monp4v 


tr i 15359505 Of Davie 
nn my 
J endeavaured to conceal from you the 
ſituation | 'of my heart; your penetration. 
has diſcovered/'the: ſecret, ' mos, +9 be 
no- ren rr r N | 


2. 3 7 „ 2 1 as 


I confel that bee han deferve the 


railtecy you are pleaſed to beſtow upon me; 
but you might have ſpared yourſelf the 


trouble of tranſcribing that letter, which I 


well remember to have written; my heart 


then felt the, tenderneſs my pen, deſcribed 3 


] imagined thoſe ſentiments would be wu. 


trablanty bat h was, mijiaken.. mT 


Land T ui un ede the altera- 


doo ip my conduct, ang congratulated me 
upon the recovery of my ſenſes,” He 


108 ˙ F 3 : deſpiſes 


r 
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deſpiſes the tranquillity of domeſtic life, and 
had frequently ridiculed the affection which 
1 exprefſed for my Louiſa. I therefore 


grew aſhamed of diſcovering the effuſions 
of my foul, and to avoid appearing ridicu- 
lous, I became guilty. = 


'1 lin found Mrs. Wilmot i in tears; 
ſhe endeavoured to conceal them from my 
obſervation; and I choſe to appear ignorant 
of her ſituation ; but my conſeience up- 
braided me with beimg the cauſe of her 
grief, and I actually e pet in- 


ſtance of my weakneſs. SAINT wt 
1 "ns ther dear — 6 
£3 , ms" ind I 


1045 1 1 R wann. 
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Mr Rorsron to > Lady cott. 45 
1 Flatter upckig that my dear Teen tete : 
has not imputed my late ſilence to a de- 
creaſe in my affection Oh] that the heart, 
of which you poſſeſs ſo ant a ney: was 
_ * * 507 eee 
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accompanied Lord C Offory laſt week 
into Suſſex, and we returned only yeſterday. 


He has received a letter from Sir John 


Effex, which requires his preſence in Lon- 


don, and he intends ſetting off ſome” time 
next week. Sir William has been confin- 
ed to his chamber ſeveral days; but his ſpi- 
rits ate amazingly good, and that ſupports 


have attended Lord Oſſory. to town, |; but 


chat I thinle Lought not to leave Sir Wil- 


liam in his preſent ſituation and I wonld 


not purchaſe u pleaſure at che expence of 


humanity. I know you will approve of 


my ane that will theta em 


reward. 2. 21 5 Aer 43 The 


> amy m 7 y beloved Henrieta, 
Tour * Dye 0 hi 
Caanlzs! — 


 # . 
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Lady Covey: to Nis SYDNEY: 


*& 


Y dear 3 directed her . to 

Windſor, but there was no ſuch 
perſon as Lady Coverly to be found there.” 
F 4 She 


. 
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She has turned rambler of late, and arrived 
this morning in town, after having been 
abſent near three weeks on a tour with Sir 
John and Lady Eſſex. They made the 
excurſion in compliment to their gueſt, 
Lord Oſſory, and invited your Henrietta to 
accompany them, as they obligingly ima- 
gined that her preſence would add to their 
happineſs. Lou are acquainted witch Lord 
Offaty by ropant, my dear | Harriety and. 
believe me, highly as ãt has ſpołten oi him, 
the l praiſe was but ptoportionable to his 
mtrits. Lis penſon is uncommonly pleaſe. 
ing; ſo much ſo; that I cn’ to wonder, 
the: moment 1- beheld him, at: the devaſta- 
tion he has made amongſt the ladies hearts. 
I ſhould not acanmwiettge this; hewevery to 
any but my dear Sydney, whoican ſeparate 
admiration; from tenderneſs, and eſteem 
from love. The friendſhip I feel for Lord 
Oſſory, ariſes in greater a meafure from the 


regard which my brother expreſſes for him 


—he was e dome. before ever I beheld 
lym. 

1 mall ———_ to Windſor next Wen 
| n le my * ſo ſhort a let- | 
id ter, 


8 of 
%# < 4. "a 
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ters a8 am engaged for! * ah at Lady 

_ Eſſex'9. I inzend writing this. evening to 
out Lauiſa — therefore have only. to add: 


chat Tarts es. i 5 : 
Nb x6 kante cansuur. £4 
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Lady Carat act Mit ssoukv. 
= 20 517 9 7 ei 
Am going to dhe play this evening with 
Lady Eifcs, ang a great deal of other 
Many. Lord Offory has been at Rich- 
mood theſe two days with a kennen 


C 


of his, 2 Cglonęl Strat ' 
have returged this morning, — = on * | 


rered his mind, it ſeems, + Lady Eſſex re- I 
See ebe tf ointment, but 1 od glad. - 2 
hm mg | ee Fabien: __ 
4 tall leays; town — mornings 
ang. have even engaged Mrs. Windham to 
dine with we at Windſor, that I might not 
be. tpmpted to change my mind. 
„ * * „ N W # 1 ® 
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What a deteſtable evening have 1 paſ⸗ | 
ſed l ſuch an odious play —the I | 

or the way to win him—ſtra 
one ſhould wiſh to win an incbnſtant! 
but are nor all men ſo ? flattering, deſign- 
ing creatures, whoſe only ſtudy is to be- 


tray unwary innocence Oh! Offory was 


at the play — He came ſoon after we got 
there, with a young Lady whom I had ne- 
ver ſeen before; they ſat in the oppoſite 
box to ours. Lady Eſſex pulled Sir Johg 
by the ſleeve; Bleſs me, exclaimed her 
L adyſhip, there's Offory how unfortu- 
nate that we have no room for him here!“ 
Ho fortunate rather, returned Sir Joh 0. 
for he ſeems to be enjoying a moſt agree- 
able tete a tete with his fair companion. 
Who is ſhe, rejoined I coolly?“ I don't 
know, replied he, but if your Ladyſhip is 
very deſirous of being informed, I will 
make the "requifite- inquiries: | Mr. El- 
vin, purſued he, turning to Lady Eſſex's 
brother, Lady Coverly is “ for heaven's 
ſake, exclaimed I bluſhing.— . Welt, 
well, Lady Eſſex, then, wiſbes to know 
who that Lady is with Lord Oſſory.“ I 
| n_ in on lame diftrels, returned he, and 
— a 


- _ 


* 
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cannot find any pe erſon who — 
with her name. "She is really very hand- 
ſome! Oſſory told me yeſterday, that he 
could not be here to- night: but ſee what 
beauty will do!” Lord Oftory obſetved. 

and bowed to us, and then ip oke to che 
Lady, informing her, 1 Jeanie, who we 
were l wonder whether he but how 
fooliſh this curioſity!? thank heaven, his 
good opinion is not eſſential to my happi- 
nefs. 1 hope, however, the girl will not 
rely too much upon his alliduities; which 
are as unmeaning as thoſe—ah ! my dear 
Harriet, what an infinity c 1 wr n fuch 
a man as this en 1 ni 


- * : — 5 3 — 12 3 1 br 
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Lady Eſſex being, 38. e a myfthh 
quite deck of the play, we-arofe to leave the 
houſe before it was finiſhed:..- Lord Offory | 
perceiving our intention, whiſpered fome- 
thing to his fair companion, and haſtily 
quitted the box. We mer him in the paſ* 
ſage. He took my liand in order to lead 
me to the coach, but 1 haſtily withdrew it“ 
and eagerly (I know not why) caught hole 
of Sir John's arm; he looked ſurprized and 

yexed, Lou will come to us by ſupper; 


1 Oſſory ? 


is LEBEFERS 
Qffary.?” ſaid Sie, Joba ; be.replied in che 

negative, but promiſed 10 be with den, hy 
+ rt 6d pings O 4p; 


SS © @# % 


ivour, "of. your — 


— laid Sir John, caſting a ſigniß- 
| Ne glance at. me.. Why not ? returned 

I haſtily; you know 1 intended , to ſup. 
with, you, and Lord Oſſory is nothing.” 
Was there ever mY thing ſo fooliſh! why, 
did I. mention him ! Sir John laughed im- 
moderate ly at the miſtake, and was going 
ta rally me upon it ;, but Lady Eſſex, per- 
ceiving my confuſion,. . Be ſilent, Eſſex, 
ſaid ſhe, patting him with her fan; you are 
trying to make. ſametbing out of nothing, 
and we vill not ſuffer it.” Oh let him 
alone, my dear, returned 1 Lam quite in- 
different . about his obſervations, I aſſure 
| you ſhall 90 home with you to ſupper, 
and inſtead of leaving you at ten o'clock as. 
V intended, I will now remain with you till 
midnight... Obliging Lady Coverly,. 
returned the provoking weetch, to ſtay till - 
the very time which my Lord fixed. for his 


18 4 ab! Henrietta, Henrietta, in vain 2 
do 


* 
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do you. try. $0 recoren yourſelf from; your, 
preſent embarraſſment—ir is too ener 
Lady Coverly! all is over with you!“ 

Was there ever any thing fo intolerable ? 1 
could abſalute ly have cried for vexation. 8 
left them, however, 1 eleven, notwith- 
ſtanding all Sir John's efforts to detain, me. 
He had IEEE ſufficiently ; I choſe not 


to add to e 
: me $639 eee e re; 
+>» bete 2 — 3 „ 
28 : 7017 A 1 7 | N Ty” FLY 18 1712 
Wes peruſing my ut fearful 


that you ſhould de Siffdhced; from Sir 
John 155 fodlifh temarks, to imagine that 1 
am in love- with this Oſſbry; when really 
his ſuſpicions: are intireſy groundleſs. It is 
certain, that, as his Lordſhip has been ſo very 
aſſiduous and reſpectful, one looks rather 
filly at being neglefted ; pride, not Jove, 
is the occalion of thoſe emotions, w which. | 
Sir John has fe ridiculouſly imiibterpretod.” 


4-45 d 0. 


Adieu, my dear Harriet! 25, have not 
time to write to Mrs. Wilmot by. this Poſt, 


1 cones, this letter as, ad> 


ee 
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dteſſed to both. Believe me ever, y dear 
N S 
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Au. my dear Lady Coverly; are you 

then at laſt intangled in that ſnare, 
which you have hitherto ſo ſucceſsfully 
eluded !—Yes, my amiadle friend, you no 


longer behold Lord Oſſory with indiffer- 
ence. In vain have you endeavoured to 


conceal the growing tenderneſs, under the 
diſguiſe of friendſhip;; you may, by that 


means, ſatisfy your own. doubts, but you 
cannot baniſh our ſuſpicions. If Lord Ol- 
a ſory's affections are not pre- engaged, he 
muſt return your regard ; and then, my 
1 2 Lady Coverly, what happineſs awaits. 


ou! There a are no obſtacles to impede the 


2 no parental authority to interpoſe, 


and with its rigorous decrees interrupt the 
tender attachment — forgive the tear — it 


fell unheeded. Alas! thy Loviſa's cruel 


Wt "ade 


-an ther tear this is unpar- 
donable. 


* 
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Fs. Twill lay aſide eh _ for a 


few moment. 2 
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Our n, eg yeſterday to pe 
uncle F reelove's,, in order. to receive her 
grandmother, Sydney, who, arrived there 
laſt night. Miſs F reelove i is to accompany 
the old Lady and her couſit n to London; 
but we ſhall keep oe! er with us as 
* 4+ pale, n 'Y 


" Alieat. m pk Henrietta; he not a a- 
ſhamed, of diſcovering t to me the ſituation 
af your heart; 3 as your regard is inſpired 
by ſo worthy an object, it e not the 
veil of ſecrecy. | | 


# 1 
4 . 
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1 ſhall wait _ ae for your an- 
3 a remain, dear e 
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— ne a Mikes 17 , dear 15 . 
entangled in the we Land Offory? $ f- | 


at thy e en e a man who 
holds ee eaten Ne, no, 
Louiſa ou are, you mult be n 1 
F Be 19 9 + Ae Phar been bent 3 
from him, why have I been torrured* with 1 

the mot rue anxſety'?” but . Ih 1 
fatch me flom . this Weakkneſs Offory, 1 
will tee thee no more, or ke thee 5 F497 


difference ! Gab 


** 
e $9 wy oY „ ts ths er. * 
e Bee 
: Ah Louiſa, kar: al 1 00 Lord Oſ- 
Po and Sir Jahn Eftex are this moment 
entering the park in their phaeton 
This viſit is fo unexpected, ſo—how my 
heart throbs ? lie ſtill, thou bufy flutterer- 
- gd expoſe not thus, I charge thee, the folly 
of thy miſtreſs—but + muſt attend them. 
They 
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They came to conduct me to town. Lady 
Eſſex wants me; to be with her for a few 
days; and they would hardly take a denial. 
Lord Oſſdry was | particularly” preſſing, 
(I wonder how: his incognita dees) b 7 
refuſed him with a cold paliteneſs, Nes 
ſaw, affected him, Deſirous of. baniſhing, 
| Sir John's ſuſpicions, and vexed at the Fa 
gency of thoſe. requeſts, which l Sal 

to comply with, I. perſiſted in. n Ee 
with, An infexibilicy, ther almoſt 0 
upon rudeneſs, Ridiculous. tl at I Was, not 
to perceive, that ſuch a canduct n e 
me more liable to. Aae abo 
e Ion eee beeilt 528 2715 


erden my; adding;more 3 z a lo 
reſtleſs and diſturbed; and. l am onlꝝ car 
One of def; — myſelf. . loving you: 


 Haynanyr, 74 Cort. 
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5 Lord Ona x to Mr, Roxsrox. "kl 
[x7 "HY, N dear Royſton, did Lever 


ver wall! experience again the hippies I 
there njoyed. W did you not prepare 
me” for the” gh ht of your charming ſiſter? 
but tip W ſchpo poflible was it to deſeribe her 
| 0 1 Had ſhe betrayed any conſci- 
5 oke of ber ſuperior endowments, I had 
been ſafe; affectation or vanity had blaſted 
al her charms: but when modeſty and 
merit are united, how irreſiſtible the attrac- 
tion! The intimacy which ſubſiſts between 
your fiſter and Lady Eſſex, gave me conti- 
nual opportunities of ſeeing her. I began 
to hope I was not indifferent to her; bur, 
alas! I owed thoſe inchanting ſmiles, and 
the engaging freedom, with which ſhe treat- 
ed me, to her regarding me as thy friend! 
yet if ſo, why then this ſudden coldneſs ? 
| Am I leſs thy friend than ever ? 


With * regret did I leave her, in or- 
det to paß ſome _ with Stratmore at his 
ſeat 


1 1 E T I RN N 81. 115 
ſeat near Richmond! 1 knew not, till then, 
how tenderly I loved her: I returned to 
town with a determination of acquainting 
her with my pallion we met; but ow 
diſtant, how reſerved was her behaviour! 
She left Lady Eſſex that evening, and early 
the next morning ſet off for Windſor. My 
preſence is become hateful to her; ſhe has 
diſcovered my attachment, and it excites in 
her nothing but nenen and contempt. 
eid T. Ane Lan tro 60 P. bau; t 

- I ſhall ſoon return LE friendly arms; 
and wel will then bemdoan together the 
cruelty of our fate; and our ſufferings ſhall, 
if poſſible, render us . ee, to cack 


37 


3 CEA 7 * 18214 — 
otharco no! e bn. 168% 2400 
has e an ne ad 0 

13 2 0 Ai 1 l 0 1 
en n our. 
8 4 
' A Ls "F 
"op E os r Tt 3 
Tie ein n nin 


. Rors rom to 130 Coral. LY, 


Ria hip! which! 1. his wogen 
received from Lord Offory. 
happy ſhould I have been, my dear blen 
at finding you had obtained bis r. but 
_ 17 tender complaints of your differ 
Wl | ence |! 


=” 
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ence h Is it poſſible, that you can be inſen- 
ſible of his merit, or that à heart, for which 
ſo many have ſighed an vain, ſhould be be- 
ſtowed! Upem one who deſpiſes the acquiſi- 
9 59” 125; 288, Lr n wed <a 
> iis Fo: 3 ANA NA 3.865 811. i * bel, 349! 5 
Unido Lord oni without "ry | 
ing any prepoſſeſſion in his füvour, you, 
ſcanvto have nos idea af the exquiſite feli. 
cityt chat mult ariſe: frumi an upion which! 
is founded on eſteem and tenderneſs. This 
happineſt (allau : Me to add) tit is in ydur 
Pen to og n ya eſteem Lord: Oſſany 
Fav av conſeſſadi that: you did- and your: 
| ionen are-diltpgaged 4: moy Lnat then. 
| hope, that my friend will ſoon conquer 
' thaſeohfjacles that oppoſe his wiſhes, and 
inſpire you- with a tenderneſs equal to his 
own? Reflect, my beloved Henrietta, upon 
what he ſuffers in the diſappointment of his 
fondeſt | Alas! what. woes are equal 
to cher 8 of RE dope Dear and 
ie Offbry, hew keenly- dp, L feel th 
diſtreſſes l—-Fagwel, my, dear Biller if 
has ſaid too much upon he ſubiects conſi- 
der how: tenderly, Lam intereſted in it, and 


den piedene che. freedon lor cha motive 
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which. 29 90 it. :—after all, if you 2 
Jove Lord Offory, Spas þ all porer 
70 ret e cruelty of We ate, yet 1 

ſhall dil K 500 you actec right in not re- 
ceiying his addref 83 ;"bur i 15 blen hea- 
ven permit) ould be TIS 
Wo a pr ſhall 63 5 the moment 
which unites you to kim. as the happieſt of of 


wh Tang: g 
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2 
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Tie Ute wy Year Fahy Socke, to 
detefmiine'the arduous point; ; 4cquaint me 
however with the decifion, and depend 
upon thi abakeröble affeAin: of your 
A JOU 355 | — Chaniys Kovvion, 


"LE. ; DF. Rab: 
F 127 Covinuy' to Miſs Sroxey. 
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Mit: day, bb Mal 1 ien 
the emotions of mo foul! AH Offory, 
75 1 chen indeed dear to yore can ou | 
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ko I, vo 


bus known the "cauſe of thoſe agitations, 1 
oy would have excuſed or weak. In 


454: To 


2 I in- 


ts . K rr. A & A 

99 incloſe the letter, which I this morning 
ceived from my dear brother, with th at 
Incloſed i in it from Lord Offer). 8 ” Scarce 
bad 1 peruſed them, when t e fo on 
billet was. brought from Lady Eſſex, Shick 
_at once baniſhed thoſe ſuſpicions that had 


[given ſu ſuch An my {ous heart. | 

d My dear Lady Coverly, eg 
is the intelligence I have to convey to you! 
Lord Oflory loves you, my Henrietta; z he 
has always done ſo—but I will proceed to a 
relation of that eclaireiſſement, which has 
given me ſo much ſatisfaction, without für- 


| ther creſpaſſing upon your pen 


0 Lord Offory returned to wha this morn- 
ing, after having been abſent ſeveral days. 
When the firſt compliments were over, I 
gave him a letter which I had juſt before 
taken from the ſervant. He opened it it with 
the utmoſt eagerneſs, and having peruſed a 
few lines, he exclaimed, ** my dear Strat- 
more! you will then be happy. Lam now, 
purſued he, ſmiling, a at liberty to ſilence 
N n., 2 1 about my fair in- 


— 


cognita, who is no other than the wife of 


Colonel Stratmore, one of my moſt inti- 


mate friends. Stratmore's wife. inter- 


rupted 1? Why, I thought he was upmar- 
ried!” His union has been concealed from 
the world, returned he, becauſe entered in- 
to without the knowledge of his father, 
vhoſe conſent. had been in vain ſolicited. 
Col. Stratmore informed me, in the ſtrict- 
eſt confidence, of the connection; I begged 
that his father might be acquainted with it, 


and he conſented with ſome difficulty to 


make me the meſſenger of this unexpected 


diſcovery. I will not tell your Ladyſhip 


ho this avaricious parent received the in- 
telligence; it is ſufficient, that, upon the 


ſecond viſit which I paid him laſt week, he 


conſented to ſee his ſon, and I find by this 
letter has taken them both 1 into favour. 255 


N I hows been — miſtaken indeed, 
returned I ; for I really thought that your 

Lordſhip had had a penchant for the Lady.“ 
Did Lady Coverly think fo too, inter- 
rupted he haſtily,” “ really my Lord, re- 
plied I, it is impoſſible for me to anſwer 


for her thoughts, but I imagine that our 
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_ topinions roincided upon this ſubject. Ah 
Lady Eſſex, returned he ſighing, I do indee 
love but not as you have ſùppoſed; it was 
your amiable friend alone - but every ten- 
der hope is fled ; ſhe ſees my paſſion but 
beholds it only with indifference l' Indeed 
you are deceived, my Lord, replied I,” 
Lady Coverly eſteems you highly, I know 
the does; for ſhame, baniſi then this puſil- 
lanimity:ʒ it is time enough to deſpair when 
you have been rejected. Oh, pray my Lord, 
put me in mind that I am — at 
Windſor to- morrow morning; — . may I 
attend your Ladyſhipt No, not abſolute- 
Jy attend but at dinner, perhaps,” — he 
bowed, and the arrival of company inter- 
rupted our tete d tete. withdrew the 
'Firſt Jeiſure moment to give you theſe par- 
ticulars. Adieu! I ſhall' be with you to- 
morrow by ten © clock. Your's, &c. 
Fe 1 -SOPHIA. en 


10 ill not conclude this letter, 152 after 
ber vißt. = "N ; | "b 
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Lady 
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Lady Effex arrived here at the time ap- 
pointed; I enquired after Sir John's health, 
and you muſt not forget Offory's, re- 
joined the laughing; but he will ſoon be 
here to anſwer for himſelf,” He came 
about an hour after; how did my heart 
flutter at his approach? J am ſure he muſt 
have obſerved my confuſion, though I en- 
deavoured to appear chearful and uncon- 
ſtrained, Lady Eſſex at laſt riſing from 
her chair, went to a glaſs in order to ad- 
juſt her dreſs; © Bleſs me! exclaimed ſhe, 
why, my dear, I am quite in diſorder, and 


feel ſo uncomfortably ; excuſe” me for a 


moment, whilſt I retire to your dreſſing 
room; — ſaying theſe words ſhe haſtily 
withdrew. I will not relate to you the 
converſation that enſued ; z It is ſafficient to 
add, that we were both ſo pleaſingly in- 
groſſed, that ſhe had been abſent above two 
hours, before we either of us thought about 
Lord Oſſory left me with regret, 
though he is to return with Lady Eſſex to 
Windſor to- morrow, and they are to re- 
main with me ſome days. Lady Eſſex 
however proteſts that Sir John ſhall ac- 
company them, as ſhe knows that lovers 

Vol. I. G prefer 
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prefer a tete à teie to a trio, and ſhe will 
not be treated in the ſame manner ſhe was 
to-day. I have a long letter to diſpatch to 
my dear brother, and muſt therefore bid 
you haſtil ne. 


HENRIETTA CovenLy, | 


reren LVL 
Lady CovzaLy to Miſs Sypwney. 


Few lines, my dear Miſs Sydney, to 
inform you that I have juſt received 
a letter from my brother, filled with moſt 
tender congratulations, and the warmeſt 
expreſſions of his happineſs at the pleaſing 
Intelligence, which my letter (and one 
from Lord Oſſory) had conveyed to him. 


Sir William, though greatly indiſpoſed, 
intends ſetting off for Windſor to-morrow, 


and I ſhall then have the pleaſure of em- 
bracing my dear Royſton, 


Your 


 EUETTERMRS We 
Your letter is now brought me. | 


How great would be the happineſs I 
ſhould experience in embracing you, aſter 
ſo long an abſcence, were it not for the 
thoughts of Mrs. Wilmot's fituation ! No- 
thing can equal my admiration of her con- 
duct, but the reſentment I fee] againſt her 
unworthy huſband !. 


_” Offory begs me to preſent his re- 
ppectful compliments; he is quite impatient 
for the pleaſure of ſeeing you. 


Adieu! my deareſt Harriet, and believe 
me moſt ſincerely your's, 


HENRIETTA COveRLyY. 
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Lord TownLy to Mr. BEV ERLr. 


8 Thank thee, Beverly, for thy ſermonic 
1 epiſtle. Why, thou haſt imbibed ſuch 


notions of virtue and vice, and talk ſo 
gravely of moral rectitude, &c. that I ab- 
ſolutely tremble for thee. Thou art not 
wicked enough yet for repentance ;—if 
thou pretendeſt to be touched with remorſe 
for thy trifling deviations, how marble- 
hearted is thy Townly, who has committed 
far greater enormities, as thou call'ſt them, 
and yet proceeds 1n the old track without 
compunction? For why did heaven bleſs 
me with health, ſpirit, fortune, and ſuch a 
promptitude to miſchief, if all theſe endow- 
ments are to be uſeleſs ?—But had I even 
determined to be virtuous, this deviliſh 
ſex would have prevented it; I could ſub- 
due every other propenſity but woman, 
inchanting woman, is not to be reſiſted! 


give me a glimpſe of a petticoat and I am 
loſt 


LET T E Rv 
loſt—his ſatannic majeſty has me intirely. 
A propos; Who do you think I have got 
here ?—Caroline Villiers—the jade may be 
of ſervice in the execution of my plans— 
Nobody knows her, except my faithful 
William, whoſe ſecrecy is inviolable—and 
why ? becauſe I bribe high, and the rogue 
loves miſchief as well as his maſter. Thou 
haſt often acknowledged that few can equal 
Caroline in perſonal attraions, andas often 
have lamented that ſo 0 a form ſhould 
contain ſo debaſed a mind Look at her 
face, obſerve thoſe winning ſmiles, that 
timid ſweetneſs which ſhe can aſſumè dt 
pleaſure, and you would imagine her an 
angel. Had Wilmot however ſeen her 
whilft his heart was inſlaved by his lovely 
Louiſa, he might have beheld her unmov- 
ed.— There is nothing to be done in theſe 
matters without circumſpection. Mrs. 
Wilmot has now loſt all influence over the 
heart of her huſband ; he imagines that her 
gentle acquieſcence, and attentive duty, are 
but inadequate diſcharzes of the vaſt debt 
of gratitude ſhe owes him; and cven re- 
pents that he did not endeavour to ſecure 
her on eaſier terms than the matrimonial 

G 3 ones, 
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ones, which ought always to be kept back 
as the laſt reſource. Prithee, Ned, do not 
endeavour to trace the origin of theſe emo- 
tions; ſo much curioſity is uncommon in a 
male creature. But why theſe ſchemes ? 
thou wilt ſay. Surely you would not dare 
to attempt a crime, at which even. the 
' greateſt libertines tremble ? Thou knoweſt 
that I love to be remarkable; and as it is 
not ſo convenient for me to be eminently 
virtuous, I will leave thee to travel on in 
that dull path, whilft I ſtrike into a more 
- conſpicuous road which leads to extacies. 
unutterable ! 5 


Wilmot ſaw Caroline yeſterday; . 
peared much ftruck with her beauty, and 
eagerly inquired who ſhe was. I told him 
her piteous tale, and as you may wiſh to 
hear the lamentable ſtory— tis here at your 
ſervice. 


© « Her name, faid I. is Frampton. She is 
the daughter of a merchant in London, who 
dying involved in debt, left this unexpe- 
Tienced girl deſtitute of friends and for- 
tune. Educated in the moſt expenſive man- 
Hers 
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ner, and accuſtomed to all the elegancies of 
life, her ſituation was truly deplorable. I 
happened accidentally to be witneſs of her 
diſtreſs ; I was touched with her ſufferings, 
and captivated by her beauty. I offered 
her my houſe as an aſylum, until ſhe could 
think of ſome method to fix herſelf more 
agreeably to her wiſhes ; the artleſs inno- 
cent thanked me with tears of joy, and with 
gratitude accepted the propoſal. She how - 
ever ſoon perceived my deſigns againſt her, 
and refuſed all my offers with diſdain; I 
am convinced that compulſion alone—yet 
I cannot reſolve to purchaſe happineſs by 
ſuch means. I overheard her ſaying yeſter- 
day to my houſekeeper, that ſhe might 
perhaps ere now have conſented to my 
wiſhes, could I have inſpired her with that 
tenderneſs her ſuſceptible heart was ſo form- 
ed to experience, but that ſhe could never 
behold me but with indifference.“ I added 
this leſt he ſhould deſpair of ſuccels, _ 
gining her a ſecond Lucretia. But, 
tertupted he, has ſhe been long with aan at 
this place?“ — No, rejoined I; ſhe came 
down with my houſekeeper this week, and 
knew not, till after her arrival, that I was 

8 4 here. 
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here, © But 1 beg, my dear friend, purſu- 
ed I, that you would not mention this detail 

to any one, as | wiſh to keep both her, and 
her ſtory, a ſecret from the world.” — — And. 
thus ends the doleful tale and my letter. a 


TowNLY. 
L E T FT E R LVII. 


Lord TownLy to Mr. BEVERLV. 


"ILMOT has been here ſeveral 
times. ſince I wrote laſt, and as fre- 

quently had a tranſient. glance of Miſs 
Frampton, but never was in her company 
till this morning, when he came to break- 
faſt with me.—The weather being warm, I 
ordered the things to be brought up into 
the library, deſiring. him to attend we. 
there, LI-haſtily, opened the door, and per- 
ceived Caroline, who was reclining upon a 
ſopha oppoſite to us; one of her delicate 

feet hanging down by the. ſide of it, diſ- 
played a fine turned inſtep, and her hand- 


kerchief, which was a little rumpled, diſ- 
covered 
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covered a neck. white as the new-fallen 
ſnow. A ſtraggling lock waved on her 
ſnowy fore head, and ſet off the fairneſs of 
her complexion. In ſhort, ſhe had ſpared 
no arts to allure, no pains to captivate. 
She aroſe upon our entrance; yet not ſo 
precipitately, but that Wilmot had taken a 

full ſurvey of her attractions; z a fright, you 
know, Ned, frequently incapacitates us for 
action. I apologized for our intruſion, but 
the anſwered me only by a look of con- 
tempt, and was going to withdraw, when 
Wilmot ſeizing her hand begged her ſo 
earneſtly to be ſeated, that ſhe at length 
complied. It was ſome time however be- 

fore he could get her into converſation, but 
her eyes were frequently directed towards 
him, with a ſoft timidity which did not 
eſcape his notice. Am I not a generous 
fellow, to ſuffer my miſtreſs to be thus ra- 
viſhed from me? But the conqueſt howe- 
ver muſt not be made too eaſy, leſt it ſhould 
be leſs eſteemed. Could I but obtain the 
good opinion of my Louiſa, I ſhould have 
ſome foundation to raiſe my hopes upon; 
but ſhe treats me with a cold diſdain that 
ſings me to the ſoul. Yet ſurely Wilmot's 
W 
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neglect muſt rouze her reſentment, and my 
tender afſiduities—ah ! could I but once 
obtain her pity, I were hapyy. That emo- 
tion, when excited by our fex, is the moſt 
dangerous ſenſation of which the female 
heart is capable. I will ſeem deſirous of 
hiding my paſſion, which however will ap- 

pear, notwithſtanding all my apparent ef- 
forts to conceal it; fo timed yet ardent a 
flame mult ſurely affect her. | 


Fare wel, dear Ned, and believe me ever 


yours, 
TownLyY, 


IL. ET T E R LIX. 
Mr. WII Mor to Sir Joan MoxpAuxr. 


ES, Morcaunt, I have indeed been 
1 deceived, and the deception has made 
me miſerable for ever. Louiſa is become 
indifferent to me z—deſire is ſatiated, and 
reaſon recovers her ſway— what follies has 
an imprudent paſſion cauſed me to com- 


mit? ah, why d did I ſo precipitately enter 
into 
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into engagements, which are indifloluble ! 
Mordaunt, I do indeed love Miſs Framp- 
ron—love her to diſtraction.— But ſhall I 
deprive Lord Townly, the man I call my 
friend, of what he fo infinitely values? Yet 
ſhe beholds him with diſguſt, and even 
horror, and he is too generous to obtain 
her by compulſion. I was left alone with 
her yeſterday ; I ſeized her hand, and eager- 
ly preſſed it to my lips; ſhe did not at- 
tempt to withdraw it, but fixing her charm- 
ing eyes upon me, with the moſt bewitch- 
ing tenderneſs—* Oh, Mr. Wilmot, faid 
ſhe tenderly, I ought not to ſuffer this 
but my ſuſceptible heart is, alas, but too ſen- 
ſible.” She ſtopt—a crimſon bluſh over- 
ſpread her face, and I was going to throw 
myſelf at her feet, when the entrance of 
Lord Tawnly prevented me. I will hows 
ever no longer cunceal my paſſion ; if I am 
not deceived, our regard is mutual; and in 

that caſe happineſs may ſtill await me. 


I will write to her immediately; every 
moment is now of importance. 
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I have diſpatched my letter, and tran- 
ſcribe it for your peruſal. In what terms, 
Miſs Frampton, can 1 addreſs you, that 
will render this preſumption pardonable ? 
How ſhall I deſcribe the excels of that paſ- 
ſion which conſumes. me! United to a wo- 
man, whom I behold with indifference, 
your loved idea ingroſſes every faculty of 
my ſoul, and my fate is completely wretch-⸗ 
ed, unleſs I may dare to hope. Ah! could 
I but gain your affection, I were bleſt be- 
yond expreſſion, May I preſume to beg 
for an anſwer to this letter? Suffer me to 
implore your pity, your forgiveneſs. —— 
Farewel, deareſt Madam ; with what im- 
patience ſhall I wait your reply—which will 
pronounce me the happieſt, or moſt miſer- 
able of * * 


HENRY WILMOr. 
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Mordaunt, I am bleſt beyond deſcription. 
— She loves mel —thoſe dear lines how 


often have I preſſed them to my lips! 


| Charming confeſſion ! angelic Caroline !— 
| but 


UCETTELES wn 
but I will tranſcribe her letter; [ cannot 
part with the original, : 


„ What a taſk, oh Wilmot, have you 
impoſed on my modeſty ! mult I then con- 
feſs the fatal ſecret, which I have ſo often 
vowed ſhould never eſcape my lips? Yes, 
deareſt and moſt- amiable of men, the 
wretched: Caroline can no longer diſguiſe 
the tender emotions of her heart; alas! 
ſhe is but too, — too ſenſible of thy perfec- 
tions. She could not behold, unmoved, 
thy graeeful perſon, thy inſinuating man- 
ners ſhe forgives—ſhe pities—ſhe— but 
I am interrupted. Lord Townly will be 
abſent this evening meet me in the alcove 
at ſeven o' clock. Do not however draw 
any haſty concluſions from this indulgences 
You have many obſtacles to ſurmount be- 
fore——ah ! what am I going to ſay ? Is 
it poſſible that I can ever ceaſe to love that 
virtue, which has hitherto been lo dear to 


my heart Adieu! 5 


we HL EETESES. 

I I went to Lord Townly' s this evening 
with the moſt eager impatience, and found 
the lovely Caroline ready to receive me 
but how was I alarmed to fee her drowned 
in tears, and her countenance pale and lan- 
guid ! With what anxiety did I inquire in- 

to the caufe of her agitations! Oh Wilmot, 
ſaid the lovely maid, Lord Townly has. 
diſcovered our correſpondence—he is be- 
come maſter of our ſecret, and my fore- 
boding heart trembles for thy ſafety—in 
vain have I endeavoured to inform you of 


this fatal accident; I have been too nar- 


rowly watched and—here the arrival. of 
Lord Townly prevented her ſaying more, 
whilſt I waited in filence for thoſe reproaches 
which I was conſcious of deſerving. * You 
have abuſed the confidence I repoſed in 
you, Mr. Wilmot, ſaid he, in a melancho- 
ly tone, and were it not for the remem- 
brance of that friendſhip, which once unit- 
ed us, you might expect to feel the effects 
of my reſentment. Ah! Wilmot, how 
have you deceived my unſuſpect ing heart, 
and robbed me of what I held invaluable? 
You love Miſs Frampton, purſued he, 


fighig; ſhe returns your affection; I envy 
pour 


LS ©:6&-N$s, 
your happineſs, and lament that I was not 
deſtined to enjoy it. — But alas! every 
tender hope is fled. If ſhe was inſenſible of 
my aſſiduities, when her heart was diſen- 
gaged, can I now expect ſucceſs? I will 
however force her to confeſs that I deſerved 
her,-and intitle myſelf to her gratitude, if 
I cannot obtain her tenderneſs — take her 
then, Mr. Wilmot, continued he, and 
judge of the greatveſs of my affection, by 
the facrifice I have now made you.” I was 
for ſome time incapable of anſwering him 

—< My dear, my generous friend, ſaid I 
embracing him, your goodneſs amazes and 
confounds me; I am incapable of thanking 
you as I ought.” Oh, my beloved Caro- 
line, purſued I, may I then be allowed to 
indulge— Hold, Mr. Wilmot, rejoined 
Lord Townly haſtily, reſtrain theſe proofs 
of your tenderneſs ; they too deeply affect 
my peace, I can no longer be a witneſs 
of your felicity, nor ſuffer you to viſit Miſs 
Frampton at my houſe ; for both our ſakes, 
her abſence may become neceſſary ; ſhould 
I ever forget thoſe rules which have hither- 
to influenced my conduct—ye ſhould all be 
loſt, 


I can! 


— 
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I cannot, my dear Mordaunt, fix upon 
any place for her reſidence ; I would be for 
ever near her, Should Lord Townly re- 
pent of his late generoſity, he might, in 
my abſence, ſeize upon my treaſure, and 
deprive me of what I hold invaluable— 
could I but introduce her into my family, 
under a fictitious character Lord FTownly 
has already contrived a plauſible ſtory, and 
my wife is innocence itſelf, I will lay aſide 
my pen, and reflect upon the * 


Farewel— Tour * 


HENRY WIIMOr. 
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Mr. WII Mor to Sir Joun MoaDAUNT. ; 


Have been abſent from the Thorns theſe 

two days, and am now at * . Mrs. 
Wilmot however imagines that I went to 
London, and expects me to return this 
week with Miſs Frampton, whoſe cruel ſi- 
tuation deeply affects her. I made a diſ- 
mal tale of it, that is certain; and ſhe bes 
lieved every ſyllable with the utmoſt facili-. 
ty but I will now inform you of thoſe par- 
ticulars, which have happened ſince I wrote 
to you laſt.—The morning after his Lord- 
ſhip and myſelf had concerted our plan of 
action, as Mrs. Wilmot and I were fitting 


BW breakfaſt, a letter was delivered to me; I 


opened it with the utmoſt eagerneſs, and 
having peruſed a few lines, exclaimed, 
“ Unhappy Caroline, how dreadful is your 
fate! would to heaven I could aſſiſt you!“ 
Louiſa, who is ever ready to relieve misfor- 
tune, haſtily inquired into the occaſion of 
| e my 
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my exclamations, and I ſoon eaſed her f 
her anxiety, by giving her the following re- 
cital, part of which, Jack, is founded upon 
truth. Mr. Frampton, ſaid I, was a mer- 
chant in London, who, having met with 
many loſſes in his buſineſs, became at laſt a 
bankrept. This ſtroke ſo affected his health 
that he fell into a decline. I ſaw him, and 
was deeply affected with the ſituation of a 
man, whom J had long known and highly 
eſteemed. I prevailed upon him to ſet off 
for the ſouth of France, as ſoon as his affairs 
were a little ſettled, and furniſhed him with 
money to defray his expences. He remain- 
ed there ſeveral months, but without find- 
ing any benefit.— forgot to tell you, that, 
before he left London, he begged me with 
the moſt affecting earneſtneſs, in eaſe of his 
death, to take upon me the care of 300 l. 
which had been left to his daughter by her 
godmother, and was now all her inheritance. 
I complied with his requeſt; and his deceaſe, 
which this letter from Miſs Frampton in- 
forms me of, calls upon me to perform the 
promiſe. Saying theſe words, I gave Mrs. 
Wilmot the letter: (he was highly affected 
with the contents; and what will. be- 

| 1 come 
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come of this unfortunate girl, ſaid ſhe; 
to be let an orphan! no friend to adviſe, 
no experience to direct her!” Alas! I 
tremble at the thought of thoſe evils, 
which ſhe is perhaps deſtined to ſuffer. 
% But what can be done,” interrupted I haſ- 
tily, (willing to have her make a propoſal 
of what I had already deſigned) <** There 
is but one way, returned ſhe, of inſuring 
her ſafety—offer her, dear Sir, an aſylum 
in your houſe ; can your benevolence have 
a greater call tor exertion ? ſhe ſhall find in 
me a friend, a parent.” Tou are very 
kind, my dear Louiſa, exclaimed I, to the 
Unhappy Caroline, and I will think about 
the practicability of the ſcheme, as you ap- 
pear fo intereſted in it —Let me ſee—this 
week I am to be abſent with a hunting party 
at Lord T-—s, and it would be uncivil 
to difappoint them.” Ah Mr, Wilmot, 
ſaid ſhe interrupting me, do not delay the 
execution of your charitable deſign ; it is 
cruel to neglect, even for a moment, thoſe 
ſorrows, which it is in your power to re- 
lieve. Is it not far preferable to be defi- 
cient in politeneſs than humanity ? © Ex- 
cuſe my freedom, purſued ſhe ; my heart 

| 15 


wo L E TT EAS. 
is tenderly ſenſible of Miſs Frampton's fi. 


tuation, and longs to ſnatch her from thoſe 
dangers which ſurround her.“ 


But if Mrs. Wilmot, you ſay, ſhould 
diſcover the deceit that has been practiſed 
againſt her? Well, and what then, _ 
you? Am I not her Lord and maſter? c 
ſheyhelp herſelf? This ſecreſy has ſome- 
thing in it that pleaſes me, or elſe I had 
not condeſcended to diſguiſe: the motives of 
my conduct; but ſtolen joys are ſweet.”? 


* Fare wel —it is late, and I am fleepy. 


Your's, 


H. W, 


LET. 


ren Ry &: ad 


LE TT MERE 
Mrs. WIL Mor to Miſs SYDNEY. ; 


1s S Frampton arrived here yeſter- 

day, my dear Harriet, and I am ſtill 
more intereſted in her welfare ſince I have 
ſeen her. She is really completely lovely, and 
the melancholy, which at preſent depref- 
ſes her mind, gives a ſoftneſs to her voice, 
and a languor to her charming eyes, which 
render them more engaging. Mr, Wilmot 
recommended her to my protection with the 
moſt obliging earneſtneſs ;- ſhe ſeized my 
hand, and preſſed it to her lips; I wel- 
comed her with the affection of a friend, 
and embraced her with the tenderneſs of a 
parent. | 
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I have this moment received your letter, 
and rejoice to find that the day is fixed; 
which will _= our beloved Henrietta to 

her 
4 
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her amiable Oſſory.— Their happineſs is 


beyond a doubt. I ſhall write to her upon 


this agreeable intelligence; but how im- 
poſſible is it to expreſs the tender emotions 
of my heart! all my felicity ariſes from the 
welfare of my friends, deprived, as I am, of 

every other enjoyment, and excluded even 
from hope, the only comfort of the unfor- 


tunate. 


May every bleſſing attend my Harriet ! 


Louis A WIIMOr. 
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Lord TownLy to Mr. BREVBRL x. 


Aroline has been at Wilmot's this fort- 
night. She contrived to convey a bil- 


let to me yeſterday, wherein ſhe informs 


me, that Wilmot grows every day more 


paſſionately devoted to her. I dined with 


him to day for the firſt time fince Caroline 
has 
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has been there. She was playing upon the 
guittar when I entered the room, and Wil. 
mot was leaning upon the back of her chair 
giving her ſome inſtructions; Mrs. Wil- 
mot ſat at the window reading. He re- 
ceived me with the utmoſt cordiality ; Ca- 
roline bowed with the formality of a ſtran- 
ger; whilſt Mrs. Wilmot, after having 
made me a ſlight inclination of the head, 
continued her employment. Will ſhe al- 
ways treat me with this gloomy reſerve? 
Oh ! that ſhe could be rouzed into reſent- 
ment! that ſhe would but retaliate her 
wrongs! Surely, when ſhe finds how baſely 
he has deceived her unſuſpecting credulity, 
and abuſed her generous goodneſs, ſhe will 
—ſhe muſt — determine to revenge ſuch 


perfidy. oz 


I am forry to hear of thy uncle's diſorder 
Land ſo you intend to remain with the old 
gentleman during his confinement ? I wiſh 
thou doſt not heartily repent of thy com- 
plaiſance z but the conſciouſneſs of ha- 
ving performed your duty would ſupport 
you, you ſay, through much greater fa- 
tigues. don't underſtand this, Ned: 
| We 


we lively fellows think more of our plea. 
ures than our duties. Hark ye, Beverly; 
has old Square Toes made his will, and doſt 
thou know the contents? Let that regulate 
| your conduQ—if you are ſure of his mo- 
ney, leave him entirely to the diſpoſal of 
his phyſicians, and they will very ſoon put 
you in poſſeſſion of his eſtate. I ſhall al- 
ways conſider doctor 8 who attended 
my old gentleman, as one of my beſt 
friends: had it not been ſor his kind inter- 
poſition, I might ſtill have remained in ſuſ- 
pence, and perhaps had the mortification of 
congratulating him upon his recovery, in- 
ſtead— -you comprehend my meaning, 
| Ned. Oh that you would condeſcend fo 
become a man of the world, and imitate in 
theſe __ th 4 
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1 FEE you, my * . for your 
day, which gave my beloved Henrietta to 
the amiable Lord Oſſory, I enjoy beyond 
expreſſion. the general happinels which you 
ſo feelingly deſcribe, Mr. Royſton, you 
ay, was that day all himſelf —how "muſt 
he rejoice, in a union ſo agreeable to his 
wiſhes! adverſity has not oontfacted his 
mind; he contemns that fiſh heart, 
which, wretched itſelf, beholds with a 


gloomy ; 9 85 alen the woes of others. 


- 
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You. were not SOR my dear Har- 


particular account of that important 


. 


riet, in imagining, that Miſs Frampton had 


not ſoftened. my prepoſſeſſion for her into 


triendſhip : poor girl, her mind has been 
ſtrangely neglected. Skilled in the arts of 


pleaſing, and miſtreſs of every polite ac- 
compliſhinent, ſhe deſpiſes thoſe mental 
Yo &  - --4%  _- © _ 


endowments, which, can alons/ ſecure her 
the eſteem of the worthy, and render her 


truly happy. Introduced into all the ele- 
gancies of life, and attracting univerſal ad· 
miration, ſhe indulges,* without . 
the gaiety oſ her heart: ſhe no longer re 
flefts upon thoſe evils ſhe has ſo — 
eſcaped, but elated with the grandeur that 
ſurrounds her, ſhe enjoys it rather as a right 
Y than as a gift. "Thoſe ſhort- -ſighted. mor- 
tals, who are. ſatisfied with viewing the 


be intimidated with the repreſeatation- of | 
tr. | 


| 1 _—_ bid you adieu, Ne a long ke. 
| ter to write . Ohg 1 0 


Tour- 8 moſt lincerely, / 
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Mes. wor to Mi vt * 


* Ws diſplealed with: Mis i Pramp⸗ 
ton, my dear Harriet. She entertains 
opinions that are highly prejudicial to vir- 
tue. I have talked to her very, ſeriouſly, 
but ſhe appears little affected with my ad- 
vice: indeed, my friend, I almoſt regret 
—yet my intention muſt ſatisfy me. Mr. 

Wilmot has been rather unkind to me this 
morning; and I was the more vexed at his 
behaviour, as Caroline happened to be pre- 
ſent. I therefore endeavoured to conceal 
the agitations of my heart, but my tears 
would · iow in ſpite of all my efforts to re- 
ſtrain them. Mr. Wilmot ſoon after left 
the room; and Miſs Frampton attempted 
to conſole me. ** You are too gentle, my 
dear Madam, faid ſhe, and were I in your 
ſituation, I would ſhew Mrs. Wilmot that 
I was his Wife and not his ſlave; and had a 
ſpirit to reſent..— What do you mean, 
H 2 TR inter- 
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> interrupted. I haftily ? Inclination as well as 

duty, will always entitle Mr. Wilmot to 
my molt unreſerved obedience, and 1 ſhall 
ever conſider his diſpleaſure as one of the 


greateſt misfortunes that can befal me.“ 
«© But 1 s Mr. "Wilmot ſenſible of your 


gpodneks? returned ſhe eagerly ; no, Ma- 
dam; 1 has lulled him into in- 
differe Your conſtant» attention to 


his Ms has made him regard, as a duty, 
What he ought to have beheld as an obliga- 


8 tion, and inſtead of being repaid by - grati- 
# tp have received __ -+% avaad * 
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Ah, Nadz, how on üg you!! a. 
dorned with fo much beauty, and poſſeſſed 
of ſuch numberleſs attractions, how ſoon 
might you recover a heart like his ? A 

lirtte coquetry would be of fingular” ſervice” 
to you; the fear of loſing your affection, 
_ from yout at parent preference of another, 
would rouſe his jealouſy, and awaken all nis 
tenderneſs,” —* How, exclaimed I ſeorn- 
fully, could 1 ever, hope to recover my 


 hſhand's love, by forferting my right to bis 


R a be! I adviſe, . | 
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faid ſhe, would be rendered laudable by the 
motive which excited it”--No, no, interupt- 
ed I; he would. deſpiſe the ſtratagem—i it 
can never be laudable for virtue to wear the 
appearance of vice. To thoſe who have 
not ſubdued the fear of temporal evils, ſuch 
deceit may be —— 'F but to W Who 
; 2 tri: N id c 1 98 52. ot 86 A 
I I wouldiendeayour,: by b innocent 
method, to regain Mr. Wilmot's affection ; "= 
but 1 wil at all events preferve the native 
dignity of virtue, nor aggravate misfortune 
by the conſciouſneſs of guilt ——She was 
fileat; eee er 
N 0p 75 23 25 
ö z el 54.5; TR 15 1 101 

1 Kine: this rabies ende a lettesn 
from Lady Oſſory. Sir William is danger- 
Gully ill. Good heavehs !*how fleeting are 
the; . of this life, but how much more 
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much—too much alread 
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bow ſupport theſe accumulated ills! cruel 
\ Wilmot ! ungrateful Caroline 


o 


w could 
man, betray my unſuſpect- 
and add inſult to diſtreſs l Too 
y have 1 ſuffered 
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their deceit occur to my troubled ſoul—un- 
happy pair! would to heaven ye had felt 
this tend 
what tranſport would J refign that which 
interrupts your wiſhes ! But T' will try 
wo collect y ſeattered thoughts, and ro gi e 
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for thy ſake alas! how many proofs of 


rheſs before my cruel fate with 


485 463 CITES N 
The weather being remarkably 2 5 
this. mornipg, I went into the garden to 


read, and ſcated myſelf upon one of the 


85 chairs in th ſummer-houſe, Soon after, 


caſting, my "eyes v vpon the table, I perceiv- 
ed'a letter lying upon it, and found the di- 


rection was to myſelf. T opened it in the 


* urmoſt ſurpt 


3 it Was a female hand, but 


What were my agitations on peruſing 1 It |— 
* 0 find my ea confidence had been cruelly 


abuſed by To who bore the facred title of 


AY to have Kew to- but 1 


merous are my wrongs ! yet 1 will ſuffer 


H 4 — them 


one 1 Was entirely ; unacquainted , with. | 


* 


4. E FT T E R 8. 
them in filenge, and ſorce him to-acknowe = 
. legge that L alone deſerve his tenderneſs. 1 
3 fat ſome time time after Thad finiſhed the letter, 

= endeavouring to find out the writer, 
AF aa fell Epos mapy. ener AT 


9 trees, « ane he: — 4— into the 


ſummer-houſe. He did not -ſtay. there's a 
mom re, bur retired with _— 
E- peditioh—T gueffed that he was 
enger of this faral Jetter. * Fo 
| viſkeover the ſeeter, and Taking 8 
nesreſt pathz, T mer Him fut bY ede gar- 
: 8 gate. © He gc his hat, 7 — 
1 . uſed at ſeeing me. 
FEE Sb I. 
me had bee en in che ſumrher-houſe | tha "0 ; 
1 morning; a 2nd ar g.our the lerter, "Sm- _ 
E123: manded Him to tell me, « if be knew who. 
. Pad conveyed 750 letter there. — He _ 
ſtam ips and was 3 to 
ES Ab wn ever. — Fading # him in nable to | 
a 71 rejoined it is now 123 wer 
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and inform me of every particular, you 
may rely upon my generoſity. 0 
Madam, æxchzimed the fpoliſn youthy pray 
then do not tell my Lord!“ What do 
you mean f intetfuped I, baſtily ; Wh 
Lord Townly, my Lady—it was his ſer- 
yant who bribed. me to, leayg. tl 3 
and. they ſay hel is ſuch Aa [piritons, gente. 
man J. did refuſe o be gone ern in t 
affair, but but he offered me five guineas 
and that is a great ſum for a poor man 
to refuſe ! Ab} my.dear. Harrjet,, what a 
villain is chis Lord [Townly.!. how. t w.treacher- 
8 10 ee * le a dels er!. 73 at 

| > Won a . 
. Gier the Serie de 
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- to depart, till he had promiſed to return the 


letter to Lord Townly's ſervant; 1 accord- 
ingly ſealed down the: wafr r, bot chuGings . 


for Mr. Wilmor's "fake, that, the contents 


ſhould be known: Surely, after this dif 
covery of his baſeneſs, Lord Townly wil 
not have the effrontery to appear before me. 
But Mr. Fretlove's Arrival prevents my 


ain aue e the e * "RE. | 
X85. .- „ vice Dade! 


Fr. , Lovis, Wunor, 
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1 | nas tung me to 
| the 5 i . will"be revenged!? 


E ' Sie in ein 1 hay wounds me more | 

. Geeply ho uit th proach— 

take cart. take care, thou haughty fair one; 

the time may come oh! but for that hope f 

| theexpetis ts intimidate me without deubt 

ab! ſhe knows but little of thy friend, if il 

me dares to think o; perverſe, obſtinate, 

+ capricious t by my ſoul; Beverly, were I te 
poſſeſs her this moment, my pride and re- 
venge would be far more gratified than my 
mon. "She has offended me beyond for- 
1 _ giveneſs—bir why do 1 on TN 
. a vine? korn . "2H Or PT 
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was s reading when I entered: the parlour, and. 


atel 7 inf ormed. me, with, all gde haughcineſs | 
ſhe could aſſume, that Mr. Wilmot was ab- 
Bas oy then, age e to leave the room. 1 


treaties. 0 Oh!. Mrs. Winks cc ; ne 
1 tenderly, how ; wretched am 1 to hay ye 
thus offended you by a conduct which aroſe 
from the ſincereſt friendſhip. . Forgive my 
involmcary error, and N promiſe never 
more to idcur your diſpleaſure by a repeti- 
tion of my fault.“ As the happineſs of a 
martied woman, returned ſhe haſtily, muſt, 
ariſe from the affection ſhe beats her huſ- 
"band, whoever ſeeks to deſtroy that tender- 
neſs, ought to be conſidered by her as her 
greateſt enemy. A prüdent wife would 
conceal the errors of her huſband, as Care- 
fully | as her own; ſhe would even endea- | 
vour to hide then from herſelf.” Mr. 
Wilmot, purſued ſhe in a reproachful. tone, 
imagines you are his friend, but how greatly 
is he deceived let your own conduct be 
3 before oP, Free the faults of 
| "Ny others, | 


— —— 


8e 2 r 
others, andtemember, my Lord, chat to 


neee a: n Are 1 CANA ITY 
ores error.” She was“ going to 
-*vithdriw; but I thiew mykeif hon my 
"knees before her. By heaven, 
— warmly, Þ cannot, will not, part with vd. 
Beate Nam! do not thus cruelly fot- 
ment a Be art Which is wholly yours. Alas! 
"how Mtie have I deferved this reſetitment ! 
IMs the! Wreteh, interrupted the ſcortifu ly, 
Wo to ty be ſerts. Haye not your. arti- 
87 be rom me the alfectio Inns. of 


nor. e thy quit K the FF of in in- 
vogence, 7 nor hope to deceive a beag whic 
Hes, anc abhors | thy baſeneſs. She haſtily 
Jett the Too im after having pronchnced your 
Words, or 1 remained alone, oyerwhe 

with ſhame, refentment, and a, | 'Oh ! 
Beverly, what a woman—an 3 rather 


1 


-ſtrairied by eliptin, that he are nd hee 
for thy freud. ut why de tall to thee 


upon the"fubjedt,” when -T Know that thou 
wilt only rejoice in my diftrefs l Do not, 
however, expteſs the pleafute thou feelelt; 5 
for, 7 N 1 will not, eunnot bear it. 
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240 4 oy ROTOR eben fate! 

Mr. Wilmot is ſunk almoſt beneath my : 
pity. To neglect the moſt lovely, che moſt : 
amiable: of ther ſex forian abandoned pro- 
ſtitute—to introduce the guilty partner of 
Ais:erimes into the abode: of unſuſpecting 
innocence—to—but alas! my ſweet*fnend, 
this unworthy man is your huſband ; and 
we muſt therefore: bæhold all theſe: #100gs 
In mournful ſilence, and, with an anxious 
wiſh for his reformation, look” forward to 


4 18 | happice 5 


1 ſhall. 10 1 pamela. — 
90 not then deſpond, my. deareſt; Louiſa ; 
Mr. . Wilmot, will, ere long, contemn 8 
e of a heart, which virtue could. not 98 


- 5 — = 


recover ker. fray, —you will then, appear 


more lovely, more , engaging, in his eyes 
than ever—your gentle ſweetneſs, your a- 


miable virtues, will ſhine with the more 


conſpicuous luſtre, when contraſted with the 
vices of his now Adored Caroline—he will 
find you worthy his love, and reſtore to you 


an undivided heart. Four influence over 
him will be more "unbounded | than in the 


; ments of his attachment; his ten- 
3 — will be the reſult of eſteem, not the 
- ebullicionof deſire; it will therefore be per- 


manent, an honour to himſelf. and s 
Yu the amiable object "Ro bor or: NE. 


ne ; * * SY 


| 2 ; My tin againſt Loo Townly: 5 
lnexpreſſible ; he loves you, my dear friend, 
and I ſhould tremble at your ſituation, did 


V not know' you were equal to e, 


Aces! picks ineſtimable friend! 15 
8 ati SYBouv, 
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s it poſſible; 888 great, hi mag- 

- -nanimous Lord Townly, can thus ſigh 
after an ungrateful woman but do not 
deſpair, my Lord; ſhe may yet be yours: 
—oh! how I ſhould rejoice in her fall! 
It will, however, require all our abilities to 
effect it. But we ſhould bot be ſufficient- 
ly repaid for our trouble; your —— 
in the gratification of your paſſion; and 
. nn. n a of _ revenge. 


: Yiu þ SI. 4 «He 


1 ſeduced: byork} arts, 
and now know no. greater pleaſure than in 
reducing others to my on level; — and to 
ſubdue ſuch a woman a8 n be 
. ma, 


to me. 715 ſeldom ſpeaks to his wife; and 
n when 


e . bo PO GAIA eee 1 LEA. — NO EN ANT CAIIICS 
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| FO he 6k. it is other: lids „n 
_ of reproef, or "the haughtinefs of cem- 


ebliging 1 — and endeavours, by every 


endearing attention, to recover his incon- 
ſtant heart. Of what advantage then is 
virtue, ſince the moſt ſteady adherence to 
its rules could not ſecun 
happineſs! -whil{t ſhe: preaches to others the 


| efficacy of its doExinos, ker ſufferings oon. 


> Mts. {Wilmor's 


and prove unanfwer- 


ably clas derer every argument that 


can be urged i in its defence. I am almoſt 
ation. 51 Mrs. WII 


| manner in which | have = been treated 


mos nn Nie, Wil 


more of Mt. Freelove fa. viſe! "Th de 
place L:g0 toig/Capt.i/Femple's; whoſe miſ- 
treſs happens to be one of my uld acquain- 
tance. We have renewed our intimacy, 
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"Tat 


Yauvwo r | 
0 what cauſe ſhall I laipaty your late 
fſlence ? Doft thou really intend to 
put * breats in execution, and to diſcon- 
tinue the i intimacy. which has hitherto ſub- 
ſiſted between us? Or has thy concern for 


* 


7 


the dead prevented thee: from: :thidllig of 


the living ? 1 hear that thou art returned 
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LE * T E R RS. 
ey 1 am k üer tranſport ! 
Lot iſs wil yet hope) be mine venge 
and love will both be gratified but I in- 
cloſe the letter I this moment received 
from Caroline; I am unable to tranſcribe 


W Joy is unutterable=Farewel. | 


* 


I I fhall ſoon ite to yon again—mean 


# 7; 


time may fortune be propitious I for a dif- 


* now would ok —_— 


«43 ; Peg? 
n! | 7 3) 43; 


" i 


* 
A * i "A 4047 . * * * 7 x : n ; 1 
Dos n r Hielt><}4:30 A8 


tant; An bare e 


A 1 
EEE Ei 

ws. 3 * ny 4 5 # 2 4 1 f 5 - : $5: 171 ©. . 
F<41 [i133 ++ ado Þ 24 $32.4 „e 08 bk fe.” o 3 CU 
2 5 m. . | 


1 + ; * Fa. / IX F.. 2 K ? 1 wy 1 
dune 74 Teatr ee ne eee il. 


pportunity for the 

8. Vilmot I and it is 
orm your Lordſhip, that 
one now preſents itſelf,” which I hope will 
terminate agreeably to our wiſhes. 


* 
* 


Mr. a goes to morrow to — 
and intends ſleeping r Naas a ho | 
men ſervants will be at home, except the 
. dener; and he, as wellas the female 
| . 5: a great diſtance from Mis. 
Wilmot's chamber. Sally is ſo elated with 
the thoughts of the gol. you have promiſed 
her, that ſhe is as anxious for the ſucceſs of 
our project as we could deſire z. and your 
honeſt William, who is the moſt paſſionate 
of lovers, care to mares "EYE plea- 


rade e at this 1 | 
period, as Mr. Wilmot is to leave me to- 
morroy at Mrs. Temple's (as ſhe is called) 
the Capt. being abſent, and I am to return 
with him the day after. Be at the park 
Sate by ten o'clock. to-morrow: night, and 
you will find there the faithful Sally, who 
is to convey you indo ſome ſafe retreat near 
Mrs. Wilmot's room, and alſo communi- 
cate to you thoſe particulars of our ſcheme, 


Fhich 1 have not now ume to impart. jet 


1100 mall we aferiards, my Lord, en- 


joy the recital of our triumph over this 
Hhaughty 


EETTERS: 


fair one, and her deceived, - her 
buſbaod! I have already excited 
ſome ſuſpicious fears in his mind, which 
may prove af: ſervice to us; in caſe our pre- 
re lyceerd, | Farewel, my 
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"OE vices; I had not een! to W 
char connection 3 ondemne 
44183 nom - 275 5 
8 My dere enden e, 
fecting ſcenes I have lately been witneſs of, 
have awakened me to [ſeriouſneſs and con- 
viction. The death of thoſe we love brings 
amendment to the heart. It calls forth 
virtuous ſentiment, and ſhews, in its 
proper colours, the vanity of all ſublunary 
enjoyments: Lou fee, my dear ftiend, 
that your Beverly is indeed altered; but 
how ? he is become leſs gay but is he leſs 
happy? * ah !—no ;— never before did he 
know happineſs but by name. I am con- 
vinced, my dear Shirley, that peace can never 
dwell in that boſdm, from whence innocence” 
is excluded”; he only can really enjoy the 
preſent; who is able to ſurvey. the paſt! © 
without terror; and to 166k forward! without) 
apprehenſion. This-pleaſing conſciouſueſa 
I cannot now” experience ;. but, if repen- 
tance can efface my late guilt, I may dare 
to entertain the moſt delightful hopes of 
future felicit y). 


Why 
* 


+ 


Though 


266 LETTERS 


os Though I am determined to put : 
mediate concluſion to my intimacy with 
Lord Townly, yet I feel the moſt earneſt 
wiſhes for his reformation; and in my fare- - 
wel letter to him, which T intend. ſending 
away this evening, I hall expreſs the ge- 
nuine emotions of my heart and alſo — 
but a letter is this moment given me, which 

ame from him So +.© a * * —— Good 


heaven, what. infamous ſhemes, ah! my 


—t ja'very night is: ge . the per- 'M 
petration of his villainous deſigns, againſt 
ber huſband's abſence—bur is it im- 
poſſible then to ſave her? if I cannot pre- 
vent the helliſh deed, I may at leaſt—yes, 1 
will haſten toexpoſe all their artifices to the 
. deceived Wilmot ; he ſhall ſee what vipers 
he has riouriſhed in his boſom, and I will 
either reſtore Mrs. Wilmot's peace, or, if it 
i t00 late, this nent it is criminal 
| 3 moment. Farewel. 10129 
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teh as imagination can conceive: 


but thou wilt rejoice in my diſtreſs—yes, 
the curſed tale will give thee pleaſure yet 
1 muſt, write, though. recollection wounds 
me to the ſoul—1 Was at the parlk gate ex- 


wy at the de ined hour, and was conduct- 


1 


ed, hy the fait al Sally, into a dark cloſet 


adjoining Mrs. Wilmor's 8 deer. 1 | 


" 349 


with erpectation, and every nerve thril = 
with deſire. 1 waited here with the utm 


anxiety till after eleven 0 clock, when Mrs. 

Wilmot came into the room, and baring 
locked the door, kneeled down by the bed 
ſide, and offered up her prayers to the Al- 


mighty with all the fervour of nen. 1 
was 


py 
*% , $ 1 av "3 4 * wt of . . 1 * 2 hy 
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| was affected at thE'carneſtneſs of her ad- 
52 and the tears which ſanctified it. 
Will heaven, thought I, be deaf to the ſup- 


Plications f diſtres an the] petitions 


Innocence be diſregarded! She aroſe, and 
ſeated herſelf upon a ſopha near the cloſet 
where-F was'concealed; her eyes fixed upon 
the floor with a penſive melancholy,— 

hen, Ls cidentally puſhed -.; the door, 
He er fears were alarmed The car 


to the cloſer—I found 1 


prevent a ; diſcovery, . and'therefore 2 ppeare 
before her but hom ſhall 1 expreſs her 
e and terror, as I approached towards 
her! 8 gave a faint ſcream, and ſur hk Ute. 
leſs 1 upon Pa ob ha. 2 her 9290 | ö 
in my af Ams, an e fed her to my boſom. 
She recovered, and p 

from her, 65 Moolter? exclaimed ſhe, with 


alt che haughtineſs of oa nt virtue, by 


and chen, rechlecting r tuation, the” 


＋ 1 


What at 40 Lreserbec % For ha ee" my 
deareſt 1 75 returned I tenderly. Tlove ö 
4 &: nd expreſſion ; baniſh. then, my 


2 r 


9791 Hil 112 ange, = 


uſking tHE in. dignantly 


what. arts alt . thou ga b nine drriittatice 4 4% : 
added in in a faltering tone, WGteit God, for 


F 
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angel, r wh * Mr. Wilmer 
beholds Jou with indifference ;; he lav iſhes 
all his affection upon another; you have at 
your feet a lover, ardent and faithful; my 
happineſs ſhall be kept an in violable f 
nobody but ourſel ves. Wretch, inter- 
rupted iſhe ſcornfully, what; haſt thou ſeen 
in my conduct that could embolden thee 
thus to forget chat reſpect, which is due to 
every woman who is not deſtitute of vir- 
tue? Lea me then this moment, or d 
vill immediately alarm the family.“ Saying 
theſe words, ſhe flew to the door; but I had 
taken care to put the key in my pocket. 
Every reſource, rejoined I in a reſolute 
tone, is cut aff, and you have nothing but 
my generoſity to depend upon.“ Then I 
am loſt indeed, returned ſhe, burſting into 
tears l'“ I attempted to ſooth her, but in 
vain. She tried, by her ſcreams, to bring 
ſome of the ſervants to her aſſiſtance, but I 
held a handkerchief to her mouth, and ſtopt 
her cries. Madam, Madam, ſaid I firm- 
ly, L have not taken all theſe pains to be 
foiled at laſt; you are entirely in my pow- 
er, and, if gentle means will not avail, 
Vor. I, Fs force 
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yp AET TT .. 
force ſhall effect my purpoſe. Come then, 
my lovely ang; "Vo be kind, and yield to my 
embraces.” . Never, never, returned ſhe | 
| wildly, abun never will I conſent to a 
.crime my ſoul abhors. She again endea- 
voured to alarm the family, and I was 
again obliged to uſe violence to that ſweet 
mouth, which I could have devoured with 
kiſſes. She was perfectly frantic, and ſunk 
down at my feet, quite ſpent, with contend. 
ing paſſions. I tried to raiſe. her, but in 
vain. * Oh! Townly, exclaimed ſhein an 
" agony of diſtreſs, her hands claſped toge - 
ther, the tears running down her lovely 
' cheeks, and her charming eyes lifted up to 
mine with the moſt bewitching ſoftneſs ; 
ift thou haſt not loft all humanity, thou 
can'ſt not ſee me thus unmoved—T kneel to 
you for mercy; by all your hopes of future 
happineſs, by that God who will ſeverely 
puniſh thy premeditated crimes, I conjure 
you to ſpare me ; rob me not of all my 
cruel fate has left me for know, purſu- 
ed. ſhe, I Will never yield to thy attempts. 
nor ſurvive the violation of my honour.“ 
4 Charming creature, ſaid I, eagerly kneel- 
1 


* 


LETT "ERS. - . 
ing down by her, and preſſing her to my 
_ throbbing heart, your reſiſtance ſerves only | 
to inflame my paſſion, and to render thee 
ſtill more bewitching.” ——* Come then, 
let us no longer waſte theſe precious mo- 
ments.” Saying theſe words, I endeavoured 
to lead her to the bed-ſide, but ſhe ſunk 
down from my incircling arms. I ſee— 
I ſee—returned ſhe, that thou haſt abettors 
in thy villainous deſigns; elſe why am I 
left expoſed” to thy cruelty ? Oh hea- 
ven! rejoined ſhe, will you then ſuffer me to 

fall a victim to this perfidious monſter ??? 
« My deareft Louiſa, interrupted I,” — 
e thy Louiſa, exclaimed ſhe ſcornfully*— 
Yes, mine you are—you ſhall be. I took 
her again in my arms; ſhe was unable to 
prevent me; I ſet her down by the bed 
ſide; a death: like paleneſs overſpread her 
face, and ſhe ſunk lifeleſs upon my boſom. 
AI was terrified—ſhe ſeemed to have ceaſ- 
ed breathing every conſideration was loſt 
in the thoughts of her ſafety.—I laid her 
gently upon the bed, and haſtily. unlocked 
the door, intending to call for help—all 
was ſilence — 1 returned irreſolute — ſhe 
I 2 : * 
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opened her eyes=rhy hopes revived 1 
ſat down by an- the bed, and 3 
her ſoſtly, techined her head upon 
ſhoulder. She was inſenſible, yet ſhe eam, | 
ed reviving. I was leaning over her, and 
eagerly watching every motion of her love- 
Iy face, when I was interrupted by a ſudden 
Pe" ſtarted —'the ſound approached 
nkarer =I heard ſomebody coming haſti- 
Iy up ſtairs, and immediately after,. 
curſe on the fatal period! the door 0- 
pened, and Wilmot entered the room. 
At that moment Mrs. Wilmot recovered, 
and lifting up her eyes beheld her huſ- 
Phones ſurpriſe and joy were painted on her 
countenance; ſhe flew from the bed, and 
running haſtily"rowards him, Oh! Mr. 
| Wilmer, exclaimed ſhe, heaven has ſent you 
Jor my delwerance !” He ſtood all this 
time immoveable ; at laſt he ſoftly cried 
4 Can it be-poſlible Good God! how 
groſsly have I then been deceive grate- | 
ful woman, added he, and thou, too, per- 
_ Aidious Townly!“ How fortunate was 
my return! elſe, how much longer might 
1 have been thus deluded — * Indeed, 
5 . indeed, 


% 


E BET EKRKS Ie 
indeed; My, Wilmot, returned ſhe, Lam 
innocent. That wretch has harboured the 
moſt villaineus deſigns upon my honour, - 
and knowing that I was left defenceleſs, 
choſe this fatal night for the perpetration 
of his wickedneſs. In vain have I endea- 
voured to bring the-fervants to my aſſtſt- 
ance; his ſchemes were but too well plan- 
ned, and, but for your arrival, F had per- 
haps, ere now, fallen a ſacrifice to his bar- 
barity, Hege her tears interrupted her- diſ- 
courſe, and F rejoined with the moſt un- 
daunted firmneſs, & I ſhall not ſubmit to 
the meaneſs of an apology, or eiſe I might 
perhaps — but, innocent or guilty, it is ſuf- 

ficient that you have found me here: you. 
have a right to demand. that ſatisfaction 
which I am ready to give you.” — * No, 
returned he in a Sent ech tone, alarmed at 
the reſolute manner in which I ſpoke, 
there are many reaſons that would prevent, 
— beſides, 1 ought, to conſider this diſco- 
very as a moſt favourable circumſtance : 4 
I might elſe have been ſtill the dupe of a 
diſſembling woman, whom gratitude, as 
well as duty, ought to have reſtrained 
1 1 RE within 


- 
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within the bounds of virtue. The ſuſpici- 
ons of Miſs Frampton then were well 
founded; ſhe has long doubted that ap- 
parent modeſty which ſo entirely deceived 
me — but all is now over, and I ſwear— 
Oh hold, for heaven's ſake, interrupted 
Mrs. Wilmot eagerly—ſpeak, wretch, pur- 
ſued ſne in a frantic tone, turning haſtily 
towards me; bear witneſs of my innocence; 
ſurely thou canſt not be ſo vile as to refuſe 
me this ſmall atonement for my wrongs.” 
I was ſilent. How could the dear creature 
deſire a poor fellow to accuſe himſelf? 
| Beſides, I began to entertain ſome chearing 
hopes from what paſſed if Wilmot diſ- 
cards her from him—you underſtand me, 
Ned! But I grow tired of writing upon 
this unpleaſing ſubject. I ſhall therefore 
only add, that I left the lovely mourner in 
the utmoſt diſtreſs, and her huſband vow- 
ing revenge upon her, yet in his heart de- 
lighted with a diſcovery, that will at once 
free him from every reſtraint.—l am all 
impatience to know the cauſe of his unex- 
pected return ; if Caroline has Played me 
falle—Fareyel, 


+ vale =— TowN Lv. 
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Mr. BeverLy to Mr. a 


Norman l ie of my 
progreſs, I did not get to the Thorns 
till near four o'clock this morning, ſo that 
all my endeavours to have ſaved the ami- 
able Mrs. Wilmot had been ineffectual; 
but heaven gracioully interpoſed in her fa - 
vour, and ſent her huſband at the very pe- 
riod, when his preſence was moſt imme - 
e neceſſary for her een L 


1 Though 1 mw here at ſuch an unſea- 
ſonable hour, I found the family were not 
in bed, and rejoiced to hear that Caroline 
was abſent. I bid the ſervant tell his maſ- 
ter, that a gentleman wanted to ſpeak to 
him wu a matter * the higheſt impor- 


* He gives bis 17 * an account of * parti- 
culars, which being contained in the preceding let- 
ter are not inſerted here. 
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tance. I was ſhewn into a parlour, where 
he preſently after joined me. He appear- 
ed aſtoniſhed to ſee-me; and aſted me haſ- 
tily < if I came from my friend, Lord 
Townly ?“ Call him not my friend, re- 
turned I warmly ; I difcard hin for ever 
from my affection, and bluſh to think that l 
was ever connected with fuch' à vil'dio: 
_ You: know. not half his wickedneſs, pur - 
ſued IJ. — Oh! Mr. Wilmot, how groſsly 
have you been deceived, and how cruelly 
has the innocent ſuffered for the guilty ! 


but Tam come to reſtore that happineſs to 


Mrs. Wilmot, of which ſhe” has been ſo 
unjuſtly deprived, and to ſave you from the 
comthitHort of 2 time, which might be at- 
tended with the moſt fatal conſequences.— 
Pray, Sir, be ſeated, added I; I have a 
long train of artifices to diſcover to you, and 
fuch as you have, alas! tos Mttle reaſon to 
* had deen ever — agent 
you. a | 


When Lord Townly came to iy Thorns, 
a after your 2 auth he was captivated with 
5 attractions of Mrs. Wil- 
mot; 
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mot; ; he cultivated your friendſhip. and 


ſoon perceived (excuſe. my freedom, the 
caſe requires it) that poſſeſſion. had. created 
indifference, and that your heart had nearly 
regained its liberty. He diſcovered the 
ſuſeeptibility· of your ſoul; the lure of 
beauty therefore was thrown in your Way ; 
you were mifled by a tale of artificial woe 5 
your tenderneſs was excited, your gratitude 
engaged, and you were loſt, The treache- 
rous Caroline, who has long heen the miſ- 
treſs of that abandoned Townly, was intro 
duced into your houſe, and Ah! I wilt 
hear no more, ſaid he, riſing in a rage; I 
fee the whole of your deſigns—your pre- 
tended zeal” “ Hold, interrupted I, hear 
all I have to offer—T inſiſt upon it, and then 
determine.” Proceed, proceed, ſaid he 
haſtily z but I know”—< yes, purſued I, 
Caroline has been the agent of this dark 
affair, and your angelic Louiſa· I can- 
not, I will not believe it, interrupted he 
ſcornfully ; her foul is too nuble,—No, 
ſhe hates Lord Townly with the utmoſt de- 
gree of inveteracy, and I have received a 
thouſand teſtimonies of her tenderneſs — 
SS. - under 
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undeniable ones“ How are you deceiv- 
ed, rejoined I? but think not that I ex- 
pet my word ſhould be ſufficient to con- 
vince you; I have only Prepared you fot 
further and inconteſtable proofs.” * Here 
they are, proceeded I, taking the letters out 
of my pocket— read theſe— and then” 
He haſtily took up one from Caroline ; his 
eyes were in a moment glewed to the pa- 
per 3 he turned pale—his hand trembled — 
it is her writing, ſaid he ſoftly, and yet I 
cannot believe*—he laid it afide, and began 
another—his colour roſe—he ſeated himſelf, 
and then riſing precipitately ee their 
dupe, exclaimed he ; I cannot bear that— 
per fidious, ungrateful woman, ſo tenderly 
as 1 loved her *—— I then put into his. 
hand the laſt letter { received from Lord 
Townly, with that inclofed in it from Ca- 
roline, containing an account of their vil- 
Jainous deſign ; he ſat ſome time, after he 
Bad peruſed it, quite immovable; but at 
laſt riſing in a kind of phrenzy, he poured 
forth the agitations of his ſoul; and then 
finking into a ehair that ſtood near him, he 
burſt into tears, Pardon my weakneſs, 
e 3 __ exclaimed. 


as ©} 
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exclaimed he, I ought not thus to feel for 
an artful woman, who has—but alas! Mr. 
Beverly, this cruel diſcovery affects me be= 
yond expreſſion. I endeavoured to re- 
ſtore him to tranquillity, and when his grief 
was a little abated, 1 begged. him to fly to 
Mrs. Wilmot, and acquaint her with the 
happy alteration of affairs. He rang the 
| bell, and a ſervant appeared; but he was 
ſo intirely loſt in thought, that he did not 
perceive him. Pray, ſaid I, let your miſ- 
treſs be told, that Mr. Wil mot begs the fa- 
vour of ſpeaking, to her immediately: the 
ſervant withdrew directly, and Mr. Wil- 
mot ſcornfully repeated the word beg! 
but I haſtily ſaid, Nay, Mr. Wilmot, 
you can now have no doubts of. Mrs. Wil- 
| mot's innocence ; ſhe has ſuffered moſt un- 
juſtly—ſubmiſſion and. tenderneſs are her 
due.“ Our inclinations, returned he 
a will not be compelled, and** here 
the entrance of. Mrs. Wilmot prevented his 
proceeding—bur, good. heavens, how. was 
I affected at her appearance! the diſorder 
of her dreſs, the wildneſs of her eyes, and- 
the dejection Which had taken poſſeſſion of 


angel: never, never 
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her ſweet fact; touched me to the ſoul {2 
Ob! Shirley, had yout bur fert With what 

or the feturned thanks ro heaven for the 

manifeſtatlon öf her inhocenee; whilſt tears 
of joyful gratitude bedewed thoſe checks 
which were now tinged with the glow of 


fapture=yout would have wept as I Cid; 


She called me het denefactor, her guardian 
nevet before did I experi- 
ence ſuch delightful Rnfations, as now ani- 
mated my ſoul: virtue is indeed its own 
reward. Ah! my friend, can any pleaſure, 
Which attends the gratification of our ſen- 
ſes, be equal to this exalted pleaſure of tbe 

ming COD vo, it is impoſſible, | 


Mr. Wümet has written to Caroline, 
Wy forbid her evet appeating before him 
again her things are ſent with the letter. 
Ic cannot help pitying him; he is melan- 
choly, thoughtful, and unſettled. * Oh! 
Mr. Beverly, faid he juſt now, will you not 
deſpiſe me for my vunmanly weakneſs, 

when I confeſs, that I almoſt wiſh you had 
ſuffered me to have continued in that pleaſ- 


1 2 ing deluſion which had ſo entirely Pole 5 


ed 
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ed my ſenfes#/1 was deceived—bur happy ; 
—uwhereas now—all is 4 blank. I regret 


 thepaft, abhor the preſent, and am indif- 


ferent to the future. I efteem Mrs. Wil- 
mot ; I am ſenſible of her merits— but oh! 
the treacherous yoo wer E 
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You may perhaps wiſh to hear the occa- 
fion of Mr. Wilmor's return at that critical 
juncture, when Mrs. Wilmot” muſt other- 
wiſe have fallen a prey to the artifices of 
Lord Townly. It ſeems that there were 
| feveral gentlemen at Mr. Tilney's, where 
Mr. Wilmot was viſiting, and that in the 
evening they went to cards. - Mr, Wilmot 
and one of the gentlemen betted very con- 
fiderably, and the former won ſucceſſively 
every bett. His antagoniſt grew enraged 
at his ill · luck, and accuſed Wilmot of ha- 
ving cheated Him. Words ran high be- 
tween them, the company interpoſed, par- 
ties were formed on both ſides, and Mr. 
Tilney very unpolitely taking part with 
Wilmot's adverſary (who was his intimate 
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friend) Mr. Wilmot threw , up. the cards, 

and departed in the greateſt diſpleaſure ;— 

never was there a quarrel which e 
ſo e. Adieu. 


1 Gall — the Thorns this 3 

and am going to ſend a letter to Lord 

Tounly, of which I incloſe a copy for your 
peruſal. * I remain your's, 


x. E DwARD BEVERLY» 
I e E R LAXIV:. 


Ms. WILMOr to Mr. BvR T. 
a” Mr. Beverly, how is the happineſs 
which I owe to your generoſity, im- 
bittered by my anRiety. for your ſafety ! I 
am this. moment informed, that Lord 
Tovnly ſet off yeſterday for London, and 
that he departed vowing revenge againſt 
vou. ee beaven ! Fe his ſword 


5. This letter appears not. 0 
| . 
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| has ere now pierced: the heart of my kind 
benefactor. Inhuman tyrant ! write this 
in the bitterneſs of my ſoul, to conjure you 
to avoid that diſſembling monſter. But, 
alas! virtue can never be ſufficiently guard- 
ed againſt the attacks of thoſe who have 
long ſince bid adieu to every principle of 
humanity. If he ſheuld act according to- 
thoſe rules, which the misjudging world 
term Bonourable, every thing is in your own 
power. Do not, I beſeech you, Mr. Be- 
verly, heſitate even for a moment to refuſe- 
a challenge, which the laws of reaſon and: 
religion ſo ſeverely condemn. The Jes; 
guilty is not always the congueror. Think 
then, if your life ſhould fall a ſacrifice to. 
this practiſed villain, of the deſpairing grief 
of your friends, and of the dreadful fate 
that will attend. the preſumptuous being 
who ſhall dare to uſurp the divine preroga- 
tive, which has reſerved: to itſelf alone the 
right of puniſhment. Leave, then, the 
poor wretch to the ſtings of an accuſing 
conſcience, which will be a far deepen 


wound than * your ſword can inflict. 


802 
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Mr. Wilmot's ſentiments upon this oc- 
' eafion- concur with mine, and we both hope 
that they will influence you to act conform - 
ably to our wiſhes, which will increaſe that 
po pr and 28 with Re we =; 


| Your 8. hw 
H. L. Wu nor. 


rr 
Mr. Bzvs de . TO: 


Hen 0 W truly conceined, - deateſt Ma · 
dam, was I to find, that you were ac- 
quainted with Lord Townly's motives for 

leaving the Thorns ? I had flattered my- 

elf, that you would have remained igno- 
rant of his intention, ſenſible that it would 
interrupt that tranquillity which has been, 

_ alas! but too often a ſtranger to your 
heart. Matters have however terminat- 
-- more fortunately than I WE and I 

hope 
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hope Lord Fownly will ne ven agais diſturb 
your repoſe:——Belicve: me, Madam, you 

cannot entertain a greater abharrence 2 
gainſt duelling than myſelſ; but I was not 
left: the liberty of choice: my calmneſs 
ſerved only to encreaſe his lordſhip's re- 


ſentment, and he at laſt forced me to draw, 


to repay an affront, which I would Jooner - 
die _ receive * 


My coolneſs. was of great advantage to 
me, and a wound, which he received in the 
arm, obliged him to drop his ſword. He 
refuſed every aſſiſtance I offered him, and 
retired with his ſervant who had attended 
him, overwhelmed with confufion, rage, 
and diſappointment. I have ſent twice to 
enquire after him, and find that he ſet off 
for France yeſterday morning, declaring 
that he could not bear to ſhew his face in 
his native country, after having been thus 
foiled Caroline attended him. It ſhall be 
the ſtudy of my life to merit the contiau- 


ance of your good opinion, which will ever F425 


be eſſential to my happineſs, 


I remain, 


.* 


Wr 
I remain, with my due reſpects to Mr · 

Wilmot, _ and his 3 ns . Fe 

ent „ 1818 * in | 


E DwWARD BEVERLY. 
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Lok near to Mrs, A 


HE la letter Liner you, my Lou 
1 fa, was, I believe, | ſcarcely intel- 
ligible. The rapture I felt at your happy 
eſcape from that abandoned Townly, would 
not admit of coherency of thought; had I 
loved you 1 I ould have PO my” 


: 1 r regretted my being abſent when 

Mr. Beverly called with your letter; Lord 
_ Offory however returned his viſit the next 
morning, and he dined with us the follow- 
ing day. He is really very agreeable, and 
| Ar Charles and he are * 


Sydney 


* 
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mother, and I have not heard from her 
ſince ſne left town. Her couſin is with 
Lady Bab Dormer; the chit has made a 
conqueſt lately, and of whom think you? 
No leſs a perſon than Mr. Elvin, Lady, 
| Eſſex? s brother. He is a fooliſh fellow; 3 
for the girl is ſo intolerably coquettiſh, that 
ſhe will teaze his heart out, and leave him 
in the lurch at laſt. 


Miſs Freelove is coy, it ſeems, to her 
ſwain, and why? becauſe he is not in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a title, the very gewgaw that her 
ſimple heart ſighs after, and for which ſhe 
would facrifice her peace, inclination, judg- 
ment, and every thing that ought to be 
dear and valuable. Ridiculous vanity Ideſ- 


picable ambition !—I have been juſt now 


deſiring Lady Eſſex not to give Mr. Elvin 
any more advice upon the ſubject. Re- 
ſiſtance, my dear friend, ſaid I, ſerves only 
to increaſe his paſſion.” The object that 
kindled, will herſelf extinguiſh the flame 3 
your brother has a diſpoſition truly amiable; 
le will not long continue to love, where he 


cannot eſteem. After having once adviſeds. 


i 


Sydney is gone into Eſſex with her grand- 


* 
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it is always better to leave the mind to. it- 
ſelf; the efficacy of argument is weakened 
by a too frequent repetition. Let him 
judge of your wiſhes rather by your looks, 
than from your converſation z he will be 
more affected with this filent tenderneſs, 
than by the moſt pathetic remonſtrances z 
he wilf be charmed with the delicacy-of your 
conduct, and feel a conſcious pride in fa- 
 erificing every thing to a fiſter fo worthy 
his affection. . 


Adieu, my deareſt friend; may no _— 
el incident interrupt that happineſs, which I 
wiſh for ever ä in your breaſt. 
Adieu, ar ENS 
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LETTER 'LXXVU. 
Mr. :BevznL Y £0 Mr. Suialar. ol 


I Am obliged to you, my dear Shirley, for 
1 your wiſhes for my company, and I 
would with pleaſure gratify them, could I 

in this caſe unite inclination with duty. But 

my preſence is become neceſſary at Park- 
Hill, an eſtate which my uncle left: me, and 
the only ane that 4 have not yet uiſned. 
Some of the old tenants, whoſe leaſes are 
nearly expired, are apprehenſive: of having 
their farms raiſed, which is but too often 
done when a new landlord takes poſſeſſion, 
and they therefore expect my arrival with 
an anxiety, which I mall haſten to diſpel. 


I received yeſterday a letter FROM Mr. 
Wilmot ; he comes to town. next month 
with his.amiable Lady, and intends to re- 
main here ſome time. | 


I find © 


ww LETTERS 
I find that he is heartily tired of the 
. Thorns ; ſolitude can never be pleaſing to 
that mind, which is unable to procure com- 
fort from reflection. Poor man! to be 
compelled to ſeek for foreign aids to obtain 
that tranquillity which he ought. to derive 
from himſelf | how pitiable his ſituation 1 


& informed Lord and Lad y Oſſory vel. 
terday of my intention of leaving town; 
they both expreſſed their concern upon che 
occaſion: Lady Oſſory appeared very de- 
ſirous that Sir Charles ſhould accompany 


mamiee, as ſhe dreads his meeting with Mrs. 


Wilmot, and wiſhes to get him from hence 
before her arrival. I offered to make him 


5 the propoſal, and accordingly haſtened to 


his houſe 3 he ſtarted a few objections at 
firſt, but they were ſoon removed, and we 
agreed to ſet off for n on Monday. 


l have nothing further to add than the 
aſſurance of being ever yours, . 


| Epwas: D Bzvx RLY. 
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Mr. BevanLy t to Mr. SHIRLEY. | 


1 R Charles and __ arrived here on 
Tueſday morning, and we are much 
pleaſed with our new abode.— 'The houſe, 
which is large and convenient, is placed 
upon a ſpot the moſt uncommonly roman- 
tic of any I ever beheld, and the lawn, 
woods, and water which ſurround it, agree- 
ably diverſify the enchanting ſcene. Yet 
every thing here is in direct oppoſition to 
the preſent taſte, and in my opinion infi- 
nitely more eligible. I am far better. ſatis- 
fied with the verdant richneſs of this ſweet 
retreat, than with thoſe extenſive proſpects, 
where the eye roves, with unbounded liber- 
ty, over an immenſe tract of land, uncer- 
tain where to fix its wearied attention. 


80 


Sir Charles and 1 have diverted ourſelves 
with thinking of the devaſtation the preſent 
| reformers 
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_ _ reformers would make amongſt theſe vener- 
able oaks; who, when I entered their aw- 
ful ſhades, -bawed their ſacred heads, ms if 

to Pay me homage. | 


Ame after a. Mr. Bur- 
ton, my late Uncle's ſteward, came to pay 
his reſpects to me; and accompanied us in 
the afternoon, in a walk we took through 
the neighbouring villages. Our. converſa- 
tion turned entirely upon rural occupations ; 
and he adviſed me, amongſt other altera- 
tions, to lay all my ſmall farms, which 
were contiguous to each other, into one; 
adding, that T ſhould by that means be 
more certain of my rent, beſides avoiding 
the trouble of having ſo many different 8 
nants. But what will become of the pre- 
ſent owners, returned I haſtily ?“ There 
are employ ments enough for them, Sir, re- 
joined he, and the poorer ſort of people 
ſeldom get any thing by farming. I have 
known ſome induſtrious labourers, who 
have taken ſmall farms, and in two years 
_ time. loſt inſenſibly the little money they 
b into them.”—His project ſeemed 
4 fralible, 


6 | 5 + 


feaſible, and I. bannen on win upon 8 
it; at length however both Sir Charles and w 


myſelf began-to be fatigued, and were not 4 
little ſurprized to find upon enquiry, that 
we had rambled above fix miles from Park- 
hill. Mr. Burton hearing us wiſh for ſome” 
_ refreſhment, with an inundation of com- 
pliments invited us to his homely dwelling,' 
which he aſſured us was only half a mile 
farther. We were yet undetermined whe- 


ther to refuſe, or accept his offer, and were 


advancing ſlowly, when I perceived a ſmall* 
cottage by the road ſide, which from the 


pleaſantneſs of its ſituation, engaged dur 
attention. There, Sir, ſaid Burton, lives 


one of thoſe farmers I have been men- 
tioning to you.” We ſtopt at a gate, 


which was oppoſite the houſe, to ſpeak to 


a little roſy-faced urchin, who was playing 
near it. Here Burton r his invita- 


tion, which we at length cond aplied with, 


and he haſted away to prepare his wife for 


our reception, whilſt we agreed to remain 


there till his return. The good woman, 
who lived in the cottage we had bee ad- 
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miring, came ſoon aſter to the gate for her 
little boy, and finding us talking to him, 
with a ſmile of pleaſure, and a ruſtic curt- 
ſey, aſked us if we would like to walk in 
to the houſe? We thanked her for her ci- 
vility, and immediately followed her. Ne- 
ver, my dear Shirley, did I behold a ſcene 
which afforded me ſuch heart felt ſatisfac- 
tion, as I now experienced in reviewing this 
little family. Not one of them was idle; 
each had their particular province; and 
thoſe, who were too yuung for the more 
Jaborious parts of induſtry, had employ- 
ments aſſigned them, which their weaker 
"ws were. Wees of renden 


We FO entered into e e wich 
che good woman, who was as loqvuacious 
as we could wiſh. She informed us, that 
ſhe had eight children, ſix of whom were 
at home with her. And pray, interrupt - 
ed Sir Charles, has your huſband no other 
method of ſupporting ſuch a numerous fa- 
5 mily,. but by the produce of this ſmall 

farm?” No Sir, returned ſhe, we have 
- -nothi 5 I do aſſure you. Tis certain. 

we 
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we are forced to ſtruggle hard to get a 
livelihood ; for nerly indeed we did much 
berter, but now every thing is ſo dear, that 
we are obliged to labour more, and fare 
| worſe; however, thank God, we are all 
of us able to work, and as long as we can 
pay every body their own, I am fatisfied.— 
But alas! added ſhe, after a ſhort pauſe, 
I am afraid that bad fortune will ſoon be- 
tide us; for we have got a new landlord; 
a London gentleman they ſay he is; and 
they talk as if he intended turning out all 
us ſmall farmers, as ſoon as our leaſes are 
expired, and that would be a cruel ſtroke 
upon us; I am ſure I have cried day and 
night about ir.” — Here ſhe wiped away the 
trickling tear that was ſtraying down her 
check. My hoſband, purſued the, 
| aid he would make bold to ſpeak to our 
landlord, but ' theſe fine gentlemgn don't 
mind us poor folks.“ You are mifta- 
ken, interrupted I, with an eagerneſs that! 
could not reſtrain; your landlord has heard - 
your complaints; he is affected with your 1 
diſtreſs, and will immediately diſpel your 
fears,” —Here the entrance of Mr. Burton 
. K 2 prevented 


"6b & T TERS 
prevented my proceeding, and his arrival 
b * F an ecxlairtiemont. . | 


Aer ſome ber 3 = the 

| ws matron, we. left her humble abode, 
followed by a thouſand grateful curtſies, 

and as many, artleſs expreſſions of her hap- 
pineſs.——** Good heaven! ſaid J haſtily, 
throwing to the gate, which Mr. Burton 

had opened for us, what wretchedneſs 

might I bave inadvertently occaſioned in 
| this worthy family How could you, Mr. 
Burton, you who have lived amongſt theſe 
honeſt creatures, who have been a witneſs 
of their induſtry, how could you ever 
think of a ſchewe ſo unjuſt, ſo barbarous ? 
Could any pecuniary advantages I ſhould 
regeive from your propoſal repay me for the 
laſs of my humanity ?—ah! I ſhould never 
behald them without horror, when I conſi- 
gered that they, were purchaſed at the ex- 
pence of every thing that is valuable to an 
honeſt mind. To be known, only to be de- 
ſpiſecd 1—To, ruin thoſe who were peculiarly 
entitled to ny protection .- No, I deteſt the 


1 bad. ſooner relinquiſh my 
4 , 


1 
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eſtate, than encreaſe it by ſuch unworthy 
methods. 


„ „ * „„ „ #* „ „ „ #% 


But T am prevented adding more at pre- 
ſent. I ſhall therefore diſpatch this unin- 
tereſting letter, and begin another to · mor- 
row, which I will endeavour | to render more 
entertaining. 


_ EDwarDd BeverLy. 


TI the Same. a * 


IN my laſt letter I acquainteJ you with 
my ſafe arrival at Park-hill, and relaz-d 
to 1 thoſe particulars, which at that time 
peculiarly engaged my attention: 1 ſhall 
now proceed to inform you of ſome oc 
rences, which may perhaps be more inter- 


; cſting A FF. ol 
i 1 | Sir 


— 
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Sir Charles and myſelf have contracted 
4 at quaintance i in this retired ſpot, Which 
will render our abode here both a pleaſure 
and an advantage to us; it is with a Mr. 
I efley; the worthy Rector of this little vil- 
lage, who is an hongur to his profeſſion and 
to human nature. To an Underſtanding 
improved by a liberal education, he Joins 
the moſt engaging politeneſs, extenſive be- 
nevolence, and exalted piety. Eſteemed 
bv his acquaintance, beloved almoſt to a- 
deration by the poor, he iaſtructs by pre- 
cept, and reſorms by example. What a pity 
it is, my dear Shirley, that ſuch a man 


ſhould be reſtrained, by the narrowneſs of 
his income, from indulging the natural ge- 


neroſity of his heart !—born as he was in a 
rank the moſt exalted, and to a fortune the 
moſt magnificent. But one fatal impru- 
dence nipped every aſpiring hope in the bud, 
and de prived him of all thoſe enjoyments 
which the heart of man can expect to re- 
ceive from grandeur and independence. g 


Mr. Leſley was the ſon (and only child) 
of Sir Thomas Leſley, who was remarkable ; 


for ' nothing bur his avarice. He received 
* 


*. 
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| his education at Oxford, and there he con- 
tracted that unfortunate attachment, which 
was the cauſe of his bt ing diſinherited by a 
father, who was a ſtranger to every ſenti- 
ment of humanity, and incapable of for- 
giving a tenderneſs, which his inſenſibility 
had preſerved him from feeling. Mr. 
Leſley was afraid to divulge to ſuch a pa- 
tent a regard, which he was certain would 
never receive the ſanction of his conſent; 
and judging i it better to marry without his 
| knowledge, than contrary to his commands, 
he was united privately to the object of his 
affections, who brought him the beſt of 
dowries; beauty, modeſty, and virtue. You 
may eaſily imagine, my dear friend, the 
conſequences of this ſtep he was for ever 
excluded from the preſence of his entaged 
father, who immediately altered his will, 
and gave every ſhilling of his e to a 
diſtant amr 5! 
SIP 7 15 161229 
Mr. Leſley ſoon \afier a into hoty 
orders, and was preſented by a friend to 
this living. - Mrs. Leſley died about two 
years afier their marriage, and left 'a 
1 who inherits; with her mother's 
1 beauty, 


20 LETTER 8. 
| Jeans, all the virtues of her parents. This 
report has told me, but 1 ſhall ſeg her this 
1 79 and determine for maylelt. 2 

AREA. 
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Mr Borg to Lord Ossoa v. 


4 
A 1 


T This alt: 624 received your. Lordlhip's 

obliging letter. How. worthy. is Our 
—_ Sir Charles of the anxiety. you feel 
upon his account ! He is well, and leſs 
melancholy, I ſometimes think, than when 
he left town. The fervice I was ſo happy 
as to render Mrs. Wilmot, has made me 
peculiatly dear to him. He is affected 
with my endeavours to recover him from 
that . deſpondency, ſo unavailing, ſo de- 
ſtructive. He gently thanks me for my at- 
_ tention to his welfare, and when the re- 


membrance of wt ſcenes obtrudes itſelf 
upon 


To 


* 
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opon his mind, and in a foft forgetfulneſs 

he indulges the too pleaſing recolle&ion, 
on a ſudden he ſtops—and with a ſigh im- 
plores my forgiveneſs. Unhappy, amiable 
Royſton! poſſeſſed of a perfon fo attractive, 
a mind fo noble ! adorned with every ac- 
_ compliſhment that can charm the fancy, 
and ſecure the heart ; how are all thy rare 
endowments loſt in the ſoft ſollicitude of 
1 8 wet | 


Sir Charles has given your Lakanhis 4 
deſcription of our little retreat at Park- hill, 
and of that worthy clergyman, who is o 
truly agreeable to us both. He has alſo 
mentioned Miſs Leſley, the amiable daugh- 
terof our new friend ; but Lady Oſſory, you 
fay, is not contented vieh Sir Charles's ac- 
count, which is not minute enough to ſatis- 
fy fer curioſity. She therefore expects me 
to be more particular upon the ſubject. I 
proceed to obey her Ladyſhip, though con- 


|  frious of my inability to do juſtice to the 


merits of the lovely, the enchanting Emily! 
— Miſs Leſley is of a middling ſtature, her 
ſhape is eaſy, and every movement grace- 


9 * unn 8 * 4 . 
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ſul and unconſtrained. Her e is, 
| remarkably g good and enlivened with the 
bloom of health, and her fine. blue eyes 
have a ſoft timidity, an expreſſive ſenſibili- 
ty, that renders them inficitely pleaſing. 
Nor is this beautiful outſide diſgraced by a 
mind unworthy of it; on the contrary, the 
former borrows its greateſt charm from 
thoſe amiable virtues that have made her 


breaſt their throne, and which diffuſe ver 


her ſweet countenance that air of modeſty, 
affability, and gentleneſs, which renders 
her fo. truly engaging. She has received 
from her excellent parent a ſolidity of judg- 
ment far ſuperior to her years; to his at- 
tentive care ſhe likewiſe owes all her ac- 
quirements, except thoſe of muſic, and 
diawing in the latter of which ſhe parti- 
cularly excels. Such is Emily Leſley, 
who, though poſſeſſed of every attraction 
that can pleaſe, every virtue that can adorn, 
yet is herſelf inſenfible of all theſe perfec- 
tions, and ſeeks to avoid that admiration, 
Which is in general ſo pleaſing to a young 
mind, and which few of her ſex ſo highly 


merit. 
2 lam, 
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4 am, with my. reſpeRtful devoirs. to 
Lady Oſſoryj, bs 
Tour Lordſhip's molt obeticit, ty 
And faithfol humble ſervant, 


EpbwaRp BevenLy, 


_ Mi LesLey to Miſs Howap. 


O, my dear Clariſſa, you muſt excuſe 
me, if I decline your obliging invi- 
tation; I cannot reſolve to exclude myſelf 
from Park- hill, at this enchanting ſeaſon of 
the year. Could your uncle be prevailed 
upon to ſpare you in compliance with my 
wiſhes — but that you ſay is impoſſible. He 
is really very ill-natured 3 tell him 1 fay ſo, 
my dear. ; 


1 do not half enjoy your company at 
Bath,-The ſcenes of diffipation, which 
1 N44 you 


4 


ij 
"ad 
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you are obliged to ſubmit to, ſuit not the 
gravity of my diſpoſition z It is only in re- 
tirement that we experience real happineſs ; 


—for nothing deſerves that appellation, 
which wilt not bear the reflection of a_ſe. 


rious hour. . a 


Our village is very lively at preſent. 
We have got a new neighbour in the man- 


_  fion-houſe, one Mr. Beverly, the heir of 


your old lover, as you ufed to call him, 
He is really very agreeable, and has, by his 
generoſity, rendered himſelf the idol of all 
his tenants. He has a young baronet to 
ſtay with him, whom T would attempt to 
deſcribe to you, did L not find that it would 


| | be a difficulc taſk to give you an idea. of 
bog merits; conceive every thing that can 


| be imagined accompliſhed, polite, and ami- 
wie. and PET a Sir 1 _ 


Adu my Fan friend, 1 will b 


vrite to Bi _ 


Euilx LSsIEX - 


— 
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v Onzot' to Mr meg 


a * E 8. yes, my good friend, it is Lady 
Oſſory's hand; but do not be alarm - 


ed; Lord Oſſory is cloſe at my elbow, and 
I fend you his ſentiments | as well as my 
Qn. 


We rejoice in your account of our dear 
Charles, and hope every thing from the 
enchanting ſcenes at Park-hill, and the far 
more pleaſing converſation of the lovely 
Emily Leſſey. With what grateful affec- 
tion ſhould I preſs her to my boſom, if 
but ean it be poſſible ?— yet who fo wor- 
thy of ſucceeding my Louiſa in his regard, 
as this amiable, this accompliſhed maid 2 
Continue ſtill your agreeable recitals, I be- 

| ſeech you, my dear friend; they are your: 

wy intereſting to us. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Wilmot are in town 3; we 
have ſcen but little of the former. I Far 
this London journey will not tend to the 
improvement of his morals; he is got a- 
mongſt ſome of his old acquaintance, who 
will take care to rivet him in their fetters ; 
the vicious delight in making others as 
guilty s as . 9 


Farewel, and depend upon the ſincerity 
of our en | 


* 


Tour's, n 


HENRIETTA Ossox v. 
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= „ Buvanuy to Lat Oo, | 
FOUR Lei s letter afforded. me 

5 ſingular pleaſure. I was happy to 
-find. that our thoughts coinci 


3 for I 
mu confeſs, that, upon my fifft acquain- 


ih I H N S wp 
tance with the amiable Miſs Leſley, I wiſh- 
ed that Sir Charles might become ſenſible - 
of her perſections. I cannot ſee, however, 
that our hopes have ſucceeded. He eſteems 
her-—but that is all. She is often the ſub- 
ject of our converſation. I . enumerate her 
attractions, the beauty of her perſon, the 
gentleneſs of her manners, the excellency of 
her underſtanding: he liſtens to me with 
attention; he allows the juſtneſs of my 
commendations: but his ſentiments are de- 
livered with the ſober earneſtneſs of ere | 
_ not the enthuſiaſtic rapture of love.— 

g of your Ladyſhip not to give Sir 
— the moſt diſtant hint of our wiſhes, 
as it would prevent all poſſibility of their 
ſucceſs. Pardon the impertinence of this 
requeſt, which your Ladyſhip's prudence. 
renders unneceſſary.— Time and opportu- 
nity, without importunity, may here per- 
form wonders. Tou may rely upon every 
aſſiſtance, that is in the power of your, and 
n Ne 85 obedient ſervant, 


ED WAR D BEVERIT. | 
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un Lanky 0 Mi klo, 

H AT 1 * matter with Sir 
Charles Royſton, J wonder, my 
dear Clarifla? vhy is he ſo thoughtful, fo 
dejected ? perhaps he loves yet if his paſ- 
ſion is returned, what occaſion is there for 
this me lanchoh and can any woman be- 
hold his regard with indifference ! but why 
do I trouble you with a matter ſo uninter- 
eſting! þ wilt immediately change a fob- 
ject; __ 1 ag lg without-reflec- 


"Five 11 Kriftied Modes Elolk, 7 
dent friend, and am fo highly pleaſed wWirn 
many parts of it, trat I intend — 


N d. 


- 


« ogy Eloifa [ "inks St. 
tenderly were their hearts 


= WS "IP united, 
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united, and yet they were ſeparated! cruel 
father, to part ſuch faithful lovers! I join 
with you, my dear Clariſſa, in lamenting 
their hapleſs fate, yet we know not, love 
has not taught us to know, the extent of 
their misfortune. 7 
Sir Charles has given me ſeveral leſſons 
upon the harpſichord ; he is quite a judge of 

muſic, and very politely offered me his aſ- 
ſiſtance, upon my father's gently blaming 
me for having but too much neglected it 
lately. He tells me that I am already im- 


proved, and with n a e __ can 
Wannen en 


; 4 4 K : * # 


Adieu, my Gay we are OW to ſpend 
the day at Mr, Beverly's, who intends giv- 
ing his tenants a dinner, and invited us to 
be preſent at the happy meeting. 1 am to 


be miſtreſs of the ceremonies, and to enter= 


- tain the rural dames. Our converſation may | 


not. be ſo polite as that which paſſes in 


more courtly circles, but it will at leaſt be 


as Wee anc Once more adieu. 


p EMILY Laster. 
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Miſs LzsLzv to Miſs HowasD. 
I o, no, my dear Clariſſa; I would not 
be in love with Sir Charles for the 


world Hopeleſs love! my heart ſhudders | 


at the thought,—and mine muſt be ſuch , 
for would Sir Charles Royſton, bleſſ with a 
ttractive, a fortune ſo. noble, a 


poor, the lowly Emily? No, he cannot, 
and I ought not to think of it! Rally me 
no more then, I beſeech you, upon this 


topic —it pains—it diſpleaſes me. Conſci- 


ous of n I will bid adieu c 


to this hateful nge. 


8 K& 4 * 
BE 
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me'Mr. Beverly y as a lover ;” and pray, 


what has the impertinent world to do with 
0 .—1 wiſh” it would diſregard me, 3s 
| much 


555 rank 0 mk. condeſcend to think of the + 


much as I do it. Why will it meddle with 
thoſe who would paſs through it unobſerv- 
eil, when there are ſo many buſy. reptiles, 
who are fond of attracting its attention? 
Mr. Beverly is a moſt uncommon lover, to 
lezve his miſtreſs for near a fortnight, in the 
beginning of his iatanglement too, before 
he could be ceftain of her conſtancy.— He 
and Sir Charles have been in Bever 
fince Tueſday ſe'nnight, and 1 know not 
when they return, (more 'unfavourable 
ſymptoms againſt the opinion of the world.) 
They were tired of ſolitude, I ſuppoſe, 
Strange! that no ſcenes; however agree- 
able, can have power to fix the roving in- 
clinations of theſe: male animals, whilſt we 
conſtant turtles finda pleaſure even in things 
which have no intrinſie advantage, merely 
becauſe 124 are habitual to us. 


Pray, my dear—It is an ed nee 
are you ever croſs, peeviſh, diſſatisfied, yu 
know net why? diſpleaſed with every body, 
indifferent to every thing? juſt ſo am It 
this moment could I but aſſign ſome rea- 


ſon.—IIl- nature is l. ke a cold; one wants 
* TT _ta 


4 
$8 


; to ond o out che lunes though we Harvard 
„think not of a cure, or even a prevehtive 


in caſe we are threatened - with. a return of 


| our diforder.—IlI|-nature is a diſorder, and 
the very worſt that can attend us — but I 
have neither time nor inclination to add 


any more, than that 1 am, in ſpite of ill hu⸗ | 


d cnn Aus rn &c. 22 8 a 15. 
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3 From the Same. | 


T father is writing a letter to your 


1 
FO If 
* 
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Hers in it to my dear Clariſſa, though I 
have nothing to 4 that is either intereſt- 
ig: or nis 
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V | . Our 


uncle: I ſhall therefore incloſe a few 


— — 
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Our neighburs are not yet returned to 
Park- hill; they were expected, it ſeeme, 
yeſterday morning, and my father called in 
the evening, to pay his compliments to 
them; but they were not arrived. Mr. 
Beverly engaged us, before he went into 
B, to dine with him as to- day, it being 
the anniverſaſſ of his birthday; but he 
has forgot that circumſtance, I ſuppoſe; or 
if it is remembered, polyeneſs muſt; be ſa- 
_ crificed, when it interferes with pleaſure.— 
But why this warmth in a matter ſo indif- 
ferent to me ? You will now indeed ſuſpect 
but is it impoſſible * yu. ould nd 
miſtaken ?. 


Ah! what do I on Sir Charles's 
voice | yes it iS—it is him—my father taps 
at the door know, I knaw, dear, dear 

Sir, and am coming immediately. But 
why theſe flutterings this paleneſs ? Cap 
my Clariſſaꝰ s ſuſpicions be juſt? if ſo; how 
have I deceived myſelf but I muſt flix 
to welcome the moſt amiable of mankind; 


+ . 
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We dined: at t Mr. bererhy 8 a are . 
ju returned. Never was I leſs chear- 
ful.— My father perceived my dejection, 
and tenderly enquired the cauſe ; I com. 
plained of a head-ach, but WW 
only that ſuffered. Alas! my dear friend, 
I fear, L greatly fear this unexpected arri- 
val has diſcovered to me all the weakneſs of 
my ſoul. But do I then really love Sir 
Charles ?—what preſumption ! I bluſſi to 
eonſeſs it even to you; yet do not deſpiſe 
your Emily! you know not the amiable 
virtues, the numberleſs attractions, that 
have captivated my too ſuſceptible heart. 
But oh!] thou unſuſpect ing victim, dearly 
wilt thou pay for thy folly ! thou art coom- 
ed to experience all the virtues of unrequit- 
ed love; for alas! my dear Clariſſa, too 
plainly do I ſee that Sir Charles beholds 
your poor friend with the moſt cruel indif- 
Ference. And will not pride aſſiſt me in 
_—_— a . ſo mortifying ? 


- "$3 


Adieu! 


LETTERS was 
Adieu! pity me, | I beſeech you, and | 
though you blame me, yet love me ſtill. 


Eu LISsIEv. 
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Sir CARL ES Rovs rom to Lord Ossox v. 


E have been abſent from Park- 
hill this fortnight. Buſineſs re- 
quired Mr. Beverly's preſence in B * , 
and I choſe to accompany him in the ex- 
curſion. The latter part of our time was 
wholly devoted to viſiting, and what is 
falſly termed pleaſure. How did I ſigh for 
this ſweet retirement ! nothing pleaſes me 
but ſolitude ; I deteſt the impertinent gaie- 
ty of the multitude ; the coquetiſh airs of 
the women diſguſt and ſhock me. Ah! 
how unlike the enchanting modeſty of my 
ever adored Lou what have I faid? 
how 
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how unlike the ſoft timidity of Emily Leſ- 

' ley ! Thatamiable maid: is worthy the high 
opinion you have formed of her; every 
day. diſcovers new proofs of her merit; I 
love her with all the tenderneſs of a bro- 
ther; her friendſhip, her gentle aſſiduitits, 
3 cob; my troubled ſoul into tranquillity, I 
_ _ © am grateful to heaven for ſth ineſtimable 


| friends as Thave found at Park-hill, and | 
were you and my Henrietta added to the I 
number, I ſhould never wiſh 10 quit this a 
; abode. 5 27 e 0 
Mr. Leſley's arrival obliges me to bid | 
vou adieu; aſſure my beloved ſiſter of my 

continuediaffetion—Mr. . * 0 the 

nnn more * 
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that Miſs Leſley deſerves the encomi- 


ums your Ladyſhip beſtows upon her, and 


the unim enen tenderneſs of fraternal 
affection only. How inadequate this to our 
wiſhes ! to mine eſpecially, fince I have 


diſcovered—ah ! ! Madam, the artleſs Emi- | 
ly is, I fear, but too ſenſible of Sir Charles's 


merit 3 it has excited her eſteem, her adg 
miration, her love; yes, a thouſand cir- 
cumſtances confirm this ſuſpicion. She has 
not learnt the modiſh art of concealing her 
emotions; ** what ſhe thinks in her heart, 
you may read in her eyes.“ Yet Sir 
Charles, and even her father, appear inſen· 


ſible of her ſituation. n „ 


!! 


adds, that he loves her —but how r with 
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Her reception of Sir Charles, after our 
late abſence, firſt attracted my attention. 
Our return was unexpected what a criti · 
cal, 4 tlying mbmeũt for h her! F She endea- 
voured to welcome him to Park-hill, but 
could not ſpeak: without heſitation ; her 
looks were however ſufficiently intelligible 
—her eyes ſparkled with pleaſure, and her 
checks were tinged "With" the vermilion of 
bappineſs. 'She ſoon recovered herſelf, and 
with the utmoſt politeneſs paid her compli- 
ments to me. As ſhe fekt 22 ſhe could 
fay more; and an unobſerving ſpectator 
might have imagined that I was the object 
of her affection. She dined at my houſe 
that day. Never before had J ſeen her ſo 

melancholy ; the ſeemed quite abſorbed in 
thought. Mr.” Lefley obſerved it, and ten- 


_. derly enquired the cauſe. She bluſned at 


the queſtion, and faintly een that ſhe 
Was not well. n 


Olten did 1 perceive her looking at Sir 
| Charles, hen his eyes were turned another 5 
way, and frequently did her lovely boſom 


here with jnyolugrary Gghs—ang will Sir 
15 Charles 


4 
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Charles remain long inſenſible of ſunk 


beauty, ſuch tenderneſs ! Can he reſuſe to 
reward ſo delicate, ſo lively a paſſion ! My : 


dear Lady Offory, matters are now near a 
criſis; I will be explicit with him; the caſe 
requires mer mall _ A the wt 
 fulk +5) vic ds rae | 


/ 
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12 your d Lord om. &- 
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From the Same. 

H E conference which I mentioned in 

my laſt, is now over; and the event 
has anſwered my expectations, though not 
my wiſhes. Let us not, t; however, deſpair; 
time may be yet our friend. — But I will 
haſten to relate toyour' Ladyſnip the parti- 
3 con erſarion, after having 
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"i : 
Gy - Sir Charles and myſelf ſpent We with 


a neighbouring gentleman; and the even- 
ing being uncommonly pleaſant, we agreed 
to walk back, and accordingly ſent the 
ſervant home with our horſes. © Happening 
_ "however to be miſtaken in the road, we 
made up to the neareſt; cottage we could 
diſcover, in order to enquire the direct wa) 
to Park- hill. As we approached the low- 
ly ſhade, the noiſes intermixed, which re- 
ſounded thence, did learning's little tene- 
ment betray.” We therefore advanced, I 
ween, with more cautious ſtep, and beheld 
where 
4 Sat the Dame nun look 1 
« Who ey'd her mend —_ and turn ' d her _ 
Sbe Gim HIS us, 845 ah: apurtk- 
ous demeanor anſwered all our queſtions. 
Obſerving that we ſurveyed: her little abode. 
with a mixture of pleaſure and curiolitys: 
f eee us 1 reſt, ourſelves,! 
cerity-of. her invitation. 
brought 


\ 
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brought forward a chair for Sir Charles, 
and yielded up her own imperial ſeat to me. 
As I thought it would be too fatiguing a 
'raſk. to contend with one, who was ſo uſed 
to implicit obedience from all around her, 
I without ceremony accepted her vacant 
place. Mo $1: 16.0889 £351 500003 00 wee dand $66 
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Me entered into converſation about her 
employment, and found ſhe had twelve 
girls, to whom ſhe taught the little all ſhe 
knew. 'I aſked her if they were ſent to her 
by the pariſh.” Oh no, Sir, returned ſhe 
haſtily; let them alone for that; this 
ſchool is ſupported by a Lady, a young one 
too, and the beſt ſure that ever drew breath. 
Tou know the parſon, continued ſhe, 
Mr. Leſley: it is his daughter, Miſs Emi - 
y I think; they call her, who puts theſe 
poor children under my care; ſhe comes 
evety werk to ſee how they improve in 
their working and reading, and thoſe of 
them who are good take it by turns to dine 
at the pat ſonage of a Sunday. There are 
few ladies that are ſo charitable; the more's 
the pity ; but heaven, I doubt not, will re- 
194 „ ward 
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Ward ber; and ſend her a great gentleman 
for a huſband, with a power of money. 
That girl, purſued ſhe, pointing to one 
me intends to provide for it entirely She 
has given it her own name, and is ſo good 
to the little creature, that it is never likely 
to want its parents, whom God has taken 
ſhe, ſtarting vp haſtily and running to the 
door, if here is not Madam herielt!”” She 
had ſcarcely pronounced theſe words hen 
Miſs Leſley entered the room. Her face 
was overipread with a ctimſon bluſh as 
ſoon as ſhe perceived us; and ſhe could 
hardly ſpeak to Sir Charles, who, with the 
moſt eager politeneſs, led her to the chair 
he had quitted upon her arrival. As ſoon 
as ſhe was feated, her little God · child ap- 
proached with ſtealing ſtep towards her, 
and looking up to her ſweet face with the 
moſt innocent diffidence, ſeemed to beg for 
thoſe attentions it had been uſed to receive 
from her. She beheld its little actions with 
the moſt tender delight, and took the hap- 
py child — her 8 1 Never did I fee 
16 * | her 
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her look fo beautiful. Sir Charles obſerv. 
ed 2 motion, and his countenance * 
n of his heart. 


11 began to be time 1 2 us to e : 
we offered however to attend Miſs Leſley 
home ; but ſhe, with the utmoſt politeneſs, 
declined our propoſal, intending to ſtay at 
the cottage till Mr. 22 called for her. 


— 


« What an angelic \ woman i is « chal 5 I 
haſtily, as ſoon as we were gone; ſurely 
there never was her equal. How particu» 
larly ; amiable does ſhe appear, when 
traſted with thoſe giddy. females: we, have | 
lately « converſed with! _ 6 Miſs Lelley's $ 
merit, returned Sir Charles, requires not 
ſuch foils to make it appear to advantage, 
She needs only to be feen to be admired; 
1 know but one. woman in the world, who 
but you know her alſo. “ Upon my 
word, Sir Charles, interrupted I ſmiling, 
your praiſes are delivered with ſuch earneſt- 
neſs, that though I allow them to be juſt, 1 | 

n e ſuſpect the occaſion of them.» 
e 4 . PA ' Is 


1a 
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1s it poſſible, indeed, that you can behold 
this ſweet creature with indifference! No, 
you muſt love her, and“ how, exclaim- 
ed he haſtily, I love Miſs Leſley! I, who 
have, ſuffered fo cruelly from that fatal paſ- 
fian ! No, no, you were never. more de- 
ceived. Did 1 imagine that ſhe could ſup- 
peſe it, highly as | eſteem her, I would 
never ſee her more.” But the caſe is far 
different here, interrupted 1, where there 
are no obſtacles to impede the completion 
of your wiſhes. Why then ſhould your 
former diſtrefſes prevent your prefent hap- 
Fiess? You eſteem Miſs Leſley, I know 
do, and her virtues muſt ſoon ſecure 
| your tendereft regard. And why, re- 
- turned Sir Charles coolly, why, if you are 
ſo ſenſible of her perfections, do ycu not 
engage her for yourſelt ü Becauſe the at- 
tempt would be vain, rejoined I. Had 1 
indeed your merits, and were J as certain of 
fucceſs. ——* What do you mean, Mr. 
Beverly, exclaimed he? what reaſons can 
you have for imagining that my t ns 


would be received in preference to your's 2 


= Shay of Sir 3 returned I. is it poſ- 
een 


E E T T ER N 22s 
{ible Shay you rer not ot perceived the ſitua- 


bluſhes eſcaped * notice? 44 Forbear, 

interrupted be in a melancholy tone, and 
let us quit the ſubject; if you are not de- 
5 ceived, I cannot be more wretched." Here 
the "converſation Was concluded, but Sir 
Charles has been ſince dejected and thought- 
ful — I will not Ks this letter till to- 
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| Sir Charles, as N as we e had breakfaſt- | 
ed, propoſed taking a walle, - We happen- 
ed to meet Mr. Leſley 1 in our ramble, and 
went with him to the parſonage. Soon af- 
ter a perſon calling there, who had buſi- 
neſs with him, he deſired me to be preſent 
during their converſation ; by which means 
Sir Charles was left alone with Mifs Leſley 
for above an hour. I returned into: the par- 
Jour to them as ſoon as poſſible, imagining 

that Sir Charles would wiſh for my arrival: 
I obſerved upon entering the room, that 
Miſs mag had been weeping. Sir Charles 
A anawath 5 has 
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"70 Ah! 
Sir Ch Ch: arles has s done only related to the 
| BY, Emily bis Paſſion for Mrs. Wilmot, 
| bd bis vos fe eternal conſtancy,— N ſee 
1 too ec his reaſons for acting "thus. It 
was honourable, but—he is 3 with 
her fenſibility. "She wepr at the melancho- 
135 ly tale, he ſays : alas l how could ſhe do o- 
1 iſe, amiahle ſufferer! would to hea- 
CY. wn Sir Charles had Nev iP a d to inter- 
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Miſs LxsLRVY to Miſs HowWwARD. 


F „ob yo een n 
L L is over, my dear Clariſſa, and 
your wretched friend is left without 


the ſmalleſt ray of hope. Sir Charles loves 
he tenderly loves but not your Emily. 
Yet the object of his affection is torn from 
him for ever; united to one who” was in- 
different to her, ſhe ſacrificed her own 


peace, to ſave her father from ruin: how 
noble her conduct! = could your Emily 


have ated thus? Sir Charles vows never to 
know a ſecond attachment; he made me 


his confidant; I wept at the relation of his 


ſufferings. Ah ! perhaps he meant, by this 
_ recital; to craſh my aſpiring hopes. Ves, 
he has perceived my weakneſs,” and pity 

prompted him to make this diſcovery of his 

ſentiments.— 


Good heavens.” how am I 
fallen!—eoul I but recal the paſt - but it 


is now too late for repentance. How have 


1 de- 
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I deſpiſed thoſe giddy females, who receive 
the addreſſes of every admirer, without- 
feeling a partiality for any! Happy, thrice 
happy, had it been. for your Emily, if ſhe 
_ n this Hy A. l 


My father ſes my Xcjeion, but im- 
putes it to the illneſs of my Godmother, 
Lady Forteſcue. Ah! I would ſooner die 
than have him gueſs the real cauſe. And 
s it then poſſible that your Emily, who 

valued herſelf upon her implicit confidence 
An the beſt of parents, ſhould have emo- 
tions which ſhe. wiſhes to conceal from his 
obſervation? Alas! Sir Charles, is it nat 
enough that you. have robbed me of my 
- tranquillity ? muſt you. alſo deprive me of 
.the ſweet e of ing acted 
right + det won 41 vr" 26 
ran age 1 25 P 
> How how: 85 the indulgence af any 
| predominant paſſion interfere with the per- 
> * formance of our duty, and render us indif- 
lerent to thoſe purſuits, which. once conſti- 
„ ftiuted our greateſt happineſs? = 
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*** 


Farewel, my dear Claſh, may you ne- 


pi have reaſon to defpiſe yourſelf ;. for be- 


lieve me, the greateſt evil the heart can ex- 
perience, ariſes m Af condemnation, 


Eur Luxe, 
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15 Have been witneſs of a diſcovery: which 


has affefted me fo deeply, that I cannot 
forbear imparting it to your Lordſhip; I 
know the tender heart of Lady Offory will 
be touched with the recital; and the will 
love the dear Emily more than even. ©! 


Sir Charles and myſelf dined | 3A oo at 


Mr. Leſley's. The good man was howe⸗- 
ver obliged to leave us. immediately after 
dinner, and in the afternoon Miſs Leſley. 


accompanied us in one of our rural walks. 
As. we were * we were ſuddenly. 


1 caught 


— 
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caught in a violent ſtorm of thunder and 
tghtning. Miſs Leſley was ready to ſink 
with terror; and it was with ſome difficulty 
that de 0 her home. As ſoon as ſhe en- 
tered the houſe, ſhe ſunk down lifeleſs 
upon a Chair that ſtood near her. We ran 
to her aſſiſtance, but all our endeavours to 
recover her were ineffectual. The ſervant 
recollecting that her miſtreſs always carried 
a bottle of drops in her pocket, eagerly 
ſearched for it; but taking it out in a hurry 
ſhe drew out along with it a little black 
caſe, which fell open upon the ground. Sir 
Charles took it up; but, good heavens! 
what was his aſtoniſhment, when he per- 
ccived in it a portrait -of—himſelt ! He 
turned as pale a8 death, and had ſcarcely 
| power to bid the ſervant; put the caſe again 
into her-miſtreſs's-pocket. Soon after Mi 
Leſley opened her eyes, and in a little time 
xecovered her ſenſes: We left her not, 
however, till Mr. Leſley returned tothe par- 
ſonage. Never had 1 beheld Sir Charles 
fo"'abſorbed: in melancholy. We walked 
before either of us ſpoke a word; 
| Wi cla, My dear Sir Charles, exclaimed 
| I, RoW 
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I, how muſt your generous heart be affect. 
ed at ſuch a lively proof of Miſs Leſley's 
tendetneſꝭ for you ?? © Mention. it not, 
returned he ſighing—it has indeed diſtreſ- 
ſed me; _ unfortunate. wretch. that TI am, to 
be unable to return her affeQion ! ah | * 
Louiſa never loved me as Emily does!“ 
Here he ſtopt. und T was ſo touched 
his grief, chat 1 could 3 endeavobr ! to 
conſole him. Nr 20 e 


rely muſt now Eben, but will begin ano- 
wer ar to · moro; mean-while J am, 
with all due refpetts, y our Lordfhip's:0 _ 
dient ſervant, e or 
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Fo. ian pn L — een 
yet I cannot * of it 
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morning before I was up... 5 « My dear 
verly; ſaid he in a dejgcted tone, I have 
formed a reſolution, which you cannot, I 
think, condemn. I intend to leave Park- 
* 3 after the diſcovery J have made, ho- 
nour requires my immediate departure. I 
will pretend that unexpected buſineſs calls. 
me to town, and I intend ſetting off the be- 
ginning of next week at fartheſt.” * Oh,. 
1 the poor Emily, exclaimed I—and muſt I 
then loſe you, my dear. Sir Charles, purſu- 
ed 1 — him ? how. ſhall. regret 
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Never had Sir Charles addreſſed her with 
ſuch tenderneſs; I ſaw the ſtruggles in his 


generous ſoul, and felt little leſs than he did 


ir Charles ſoon after, with ſome heſita- 


tion, informed her of his intended journey. 
He coloured as he ſpoke; and though his 


words were directed to her, his eyes were fix- 
ed upon the floor. I did not look at her for 
ſome moments; at length, however, I ven- 


tureddl to ſteal a e but good heavens! 


dow was I affected her countenance was as 


pale as death. She attempted to ſpeak, but 
her voice faltered 5 and for ſome time, we 


all preſerved a ſilenc more e than 


words. . da £24 4 120 
- 


We ſoon after took our leave, and de- 


parted with a concern, which could only 
ug Wa n as ue 1 1 
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We agreed to go to Mr. Leſley's to 
breakfaſt ; but found only Miſs Leſley at - 
home. She received us with a pleaſure that 
gave additional brilliancy to her lovely eyes. 
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F Sir Charles is writing to er daun. 
to Inform ber of m 
5 2c . le, eee. 
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d Lunar to Lady FoxTuovr. i 


47 


7 td. * * 8 N the 
agreeable intelligence of your Lady- 
mip's regovery. May heaven grant you 
tf many additional years of life, with the con- 
3 tinuance of thoſe bleffings, which can alone 
render it valuable to che poſſeſſor. 281 


- 


: 8 ne . to your Lady ſhip for 
payoor lind invitation of my daughter to 

Claremont, and heartily wiſh ſhe had ac- | 
cepted it. A change of ſcene might per- 
- haps efface—bur I will be, explicit the 


friendſhip yu Ladyſhip honours me with 
2 demands 


/ 


% 
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demands my unlimited confidence, and 


your diſeretion renders . PO J 
nee modi e 


Report has enveyed to you an idea of 
the perfections of : Sir Charles Royſton. 
You were charmed with his character, but 
his merit is ſuperior to all praiſe. Would to 
heaven he had poſſeſſed fewer attractions, 
or that my Emily had been lefs ſuſceptible! 
Could J but hope that Sir Charles returned 
her affection, J were the happieſt of men; 
but, alas! I can find no room for ſuch a 
flattering proſpect. Is it not then ueceſſary 
to fly from this dangerous ſpot ? to bid Sir 
Charles an eternal adieu ? Qh I my child. 
.cruel is the taſk ; but, prudence requires the 
facrifice. Ves, "Madam, we will attend 
.yquat Claremont,; > happy, if in your ma- 
ternal boſom, my beloved ar can reco- 
e Wahle. , by 


{ af Sa 57% x + 


* congratulate, your Te Rake Se 
ls intention of re · viſiting his native 
country. With what tranſport will vou 5 
. him after ſo long an abſence PS 

- My 


4 


wy 
ry 


236 L TT EA 8. 
My Emily knows not t that I write to 


6 e eee ſhe would add her re- 
ſpectful devoure. to thoſe onde Ma- 
Os, 


Su BY” 1 

3 Your baer and faithful | 
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een e _ Humble ſervant) . 
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y E. f the deaf Emily, how ths T com- 
255 miſerate her ſituation! delay not, I 
"befecch you, your T Journey to Claremont. 
Every moment'1snow of importance. But 
I Thall write to the dear child, and repeat 
my invitation: I know her: gentle” EE 
had rather ſuffer pain itſelf, than infi 
upon others ; and T fall Tthetefore tell h 
(ang with ttutr) that m ae 501 by 
| vßon n ber ele. 15 1151 P13 
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1 ſhall embrace once more my long =” 1 i 


Edward. How . impatient. am Lee that 
pleaſure! Yet, als: I dread the conſequen-- 
ces of his arrival. That uretebed wife of 1 
his will ſtill, I fear, diſturb his repoſe ; loſt = 
as ſhe is to every ſentiment of honour, and; 


ſtill fondly attached to that vile Belton, for 


whoſe ſake ſne abandoned her too amiable + 
huſband. | Who could have imagined. that: | 

ſo fair a form concealed ſo debaſed a mind 7 
Or that a woman of ſuch elevated rank 


would. ſtoop io be guilty. of Wc Wich. 
eren, ov would farink 8 7 % 0 4 


Why, oh! why. did my Fan huſband. 


force our young and unexperienced child | 


into ſuch an engagement! Muſt ambition be 


gratified at the expence of every other emo- - bf 


tion of the ſoub l Had he been the ſon of a 
peaſant, he might have enjoyed that tran- 
quillity, to which he is now a ſtranger. He 
had not then been compelled to fix as in- 


tereſt directed; metit alone had determined. 185 . ee 
his choice, and contentment had made 5 | 


ample amends to. bim tor the We of 


ey? ee pile ĩð́.Ä% 
4; CV i 


ry 1 EU T EI RIS. 
It ig not above 4 month ago ſince this 
deechful woman had che effrontety to write 
melt letrel; Hlled with: complaints againſt 
VEPReawan;'4464fin! of he's, who re- 
mts d her the money my fon: annua ly al- 
lows her. I wrote to him, and ineloſed her 
letter; but found, by his anfiy er; that it 
was art artiflce of her's to extite my 
paffion, and by that meaft 
ſelf ſome pecuniary advantages Ah! what 
ought ſhe to hope for from a tender mo- 
ther, who ſees the object of her fondeſt care 
a wretched wanderer through her means! 
no, no; ſuch generoſity would be weak 
neſs. . EY 
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> WET T ER NN. 


Sir C HARLES ROYSTON | 4 Led Oster. . 


Have only time nene chae an 


unexpected incident prevents my. 1 
at Windſor at the time propoſed. Tou 


may however depend upon aide from 
e 1 —_ L pe 


'F 


45 4 ow fearful; than this Ann — * 
cite ſome anxious ſuſpicions in the tender. 
breaſt of my Henrietta, aſſure her that I am 
in perfect health, and * in 11 
R me at n 5 Fils 


1 am erer wy dear Oo, vin R 5 | þ 


Cranurs RoysTon. 
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; Mr, Bevenuy. to o Lord Ov. . 


| 81 e eee een 
1 9 ed your Lordſhip of his intention of 
| remaining herr ſome time longer, I ita- 
1 gined that he had al ſo acquainted you with 
7. occaſion of this unexpected reſolution: ; 
but fron your letter I find that I'was miſ- 
taken. It is however eaſy to gueſs the 
reaſon of his ſilence, and your Lordſhip: 
vill concur with me in this Opinion, when 
Pitell you that it is the ilineſs of Miſs Leſ. 
ley which detains him at Park- hill. The 
dear Emily þ has been confined to her cham- 
ber ſeveral days, and was in the beginning 4 
pl her diſorder imagined to be in danger, 
LE her fever is greatly abated, though ſhe 
ſtill continues very much indiſpoſed. To 
express the grief of Sir Charles upon this 
1 event, is ;mpoſible z I verily believe that 
: he could not have felt more for his Louiſa, 
ht The 


"4 


T 


1 


. 
4 „ 
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The emotion however wou have been 
. different : in the former caſe, his tender- 
neſs only had ſuffered; but jere, gratitude, 
Pity every La ſenlation, united to com-. . 


FS LC SAS I-57 


4 


8 3 8 a n 
account of Miſs Leſley's ſituation, we cal- 
led in the afternoon. to congratulate Mr. 

Leſley. upon this happy event. The ſexr- 
vant informing | us that he was abſent, we 
were going to withdraw, after having left 
our compliments to Miſs Leſley, when her 
nurſe come haſtily down ſtairs, | and ac- 
quainted us, that het miſtreſs, hearing of 
our arrival, was deſirous of ſeeing us, asſhe 
imagined that Sir Charles; was come to take 
> leave of her father, previous to his jour- 

We could not refuſe her requeſt, 


1 bl Sir Charles looked at me with a deject- 


ed countenance, which ſeemed. to ſay, a- 
las! what a trial have 1 to ane 7 

„ 0 
Miſs. 3 cn us res a faint 
glow of pleaſure on her lovely face. Lex - 


* my happineſs at the amendment of 


242 1 E T T E A 8 . 
iething. 


ber health. Sfr Charles t60"Taid foi 
to the late effect, Bur I belfeve the com- 
pliment was ſcärtely inttlfigible. 'His'Tooks 
poke the fentiments of his "5 Pity and 
even tenderneſs were imptinted in is coun- 
tenance. But, alas, how was the dear Emi- 
iy changed! The fine blobm, that uſed to 
overſpread her cheeks, had given place toa 
deadly paleneſs; her eyes Had loft all that 
luſtre, which ore gave them ſuch ahlma- 
tion: yet methought the lauguid ſoftneſs, 
which was diffuſſed over her fweet features, 
ſerved to render them N 5 en- 
e 3 


Soon after" we were ſeated,” Miſs 'Leſley 
aſked Sir Charles When he left Park-hill; 
to which he replied, chat a late alteration in 
His affairs had made him rather uncertain 
in regard to the rime, but that he believed 
he ſhould not go at preſent. With what 
pleaſure did the receive this intelligence! 
yet how did the dear creature attempt to* 
conceal her joy ! Sir Charles ſaw the tender 
ſtruggle, and beheld her with a look of gra- 


EE and afecglon, nich did not eſcape 


L E T T E R S. m4 
my notice. "When we came away, 'the 
gently thanked us for our viſit, and added 
te in a ſoft voice eee 


' $ Fog 
hn . s 3 5 
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I am obüged to — 6A Ann un 
ad Nee to Lady Oh. 


Your 8, Ke. 5 „ 


Koda Bev ERLY. 
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Lady W Sir e 


54 E 8. my dear 3 Mr. Beverly 
has indeed informed us of Miſs Leſ- 
ley's ſituation, and no words can deſcribe 
the grief it has occaſioned in our hearts. 
I have imparted to my Louiſa (who is now - 
in town) the particulars of the affecting tale, 
as related to me by your amiable friend. 
How did her tender mind receive the cruel 
M2 n ? 


; 1 5m jÞ 
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intelligence? She is even oppreſſed with 
anguiſh. But ſhe. will : herſelf expreſs to 
you the emotions of her ſoul. Let me 
conjure you, my dear Sir Charles, to liſten 
to her perſuaſions, which are dictated by the 
ak exalted a | 


Cin you, _— have ſo keenly felt the 
pangs of hopeleſs love, inflict thoſe pangs 
upon another? Exert all your fortitude 3 
the greater the trial; the more glorious the 


victory. Ah! how great would be the 
tranſport of your Henrietta, could ſhe ſee 
you once more reſtored to happineſs, and 
enjoying the tender, the exquiſite delights, 
which ariſe from virtuous love My Oſſo- 
ry joins with equal earneſtneſs in theſe 
wiſhes —I 1 the pen t to our beloved 
. 


B+, 


#4 . 1 it poſſible that Sir Charles can re- 
fuſe to gratify the ardent wiſhes of his 
: friends ? that he can ſuffer the moſt ami- 
able of her ſex. to become the victim of 
hopeleſs love, and bring down; the grey 


+ hairs F. ber venerable Wasp to the grave 
| ; with 


1%, 


F N ap 
with ſorrow ?—Can- any regret, which 
would ariſe from an union with Miſs Leſ- 
ley, be equal to the horrors attending ſuch 
a retroſpect: —Mour tender ſiſter is af- 
fected, beyond eſcriprion, at the recital of 
the dear Emily's ſufferings. Lord Offory's 
concern is little inferior to hers. I conſider 
myſelf as the fatal cauſe of all this wretch- 


| ednefs. It is in your power to reſtore our 


tranquillity, and will you refuſe to do it ? 
Shall an unlawful paſſion obliterate all the 
Tights of friendſhip, and render you indif- 
ferent to the ſoft. ſenſations of fraternal 


tove ? Prove your affection for «me, 'my 


dear friend, by a compliance with my 
wiſhes, and believe me I will never ries, i 
youn 3 ? | 


. worly "Y athiable Emily eres 
your undivided heart. Let her then ob- 
tain the precious gift, and by a noble effort 
fecure your future felicity, and acquire the 
warmeſt gratitude of your friends. Adieu, 
my dear Sir Charles; I have ſaid enough 
to ſoften your heart. — Vet after all- but 
ork cannot long remain inſenſible of ſuch 

M 3 merit; 


. 1. E N T ERA. 
merit ; no, you muſt or abe 
l e will be 5 89 05 2 


11 184 „ Wibnor. 


LETTE R xc. 
Mr. BevznLy to Lord Ossox v. 


I Wa Stting:with Sir Charles at breakfaſt, 
when Lady Oſſdry's letter was brought 
to him. He opened it with a lock of plea - 
ſure, but, at the ſight of Mrs. Wilmot's 
hand, the colour forſook his cheeks. 
From wy Louiſa! exclaimed he haftily, 
in a tone of ſurprize and. confuſion can it 
really be from her !—but wherefore does 
ſhe write to me - to me whom. ſhe loves no 
longer, and whom | believed ſhe had forgot- 
ten? She has indeed forgot me, pur ſued 
he Gghing A union with Miſs Laer foe 
and does my. Louiſa, can ſhe. wiſh it 
en Prove my affection for har by 
| marrying 
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marrying another !l-—ah,! would: that, be a 
proof? perfidious woman too viſible, alas, 
has been the regard thou haſt thus recom- 
penſed | Read her letter, my dear friend, 
rejoined he, and tell me if you could have 
| believed that Louiſa would have acted 

thus?“ „ My dear Sir Charles, returned 
J, after having finiſhed it, you accuſe Mrs. 
Wilmot wrongtully. Her requeſt ariſes 
from friendſhip towards. yourſelf, and com- 
_ paſſion for a woman, who deſerves a bet- 
ter fate. But read her letter again, and 
allow that you have condemned her uns 


jultly.”: 9 


He gave . the letter a ſecond 1 His 
anger vaniſned. He could not reſtrain his 
tears. He: roſe precipitately, and having, 
begged: me to excuſe his abſence for a few 
moments, he immediately withdeew. 


e e b hes me i the 
garden. He ſaid little, and ſeemed” ſtudi- 
ouſly to avoid the ſubje& we had juſt quit- 
ted. His dejection tenderly affects me 
I can no longer perſiſt. in a requeſt, which 

Pt M 4 ſerves 
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= only to torment him. Dear and 
amiable Sir Charles, thy affectionate Be- 
verly is keenly ſenfible of thy grief; I will 
no more diſturb thy repoſe by 5 pa men- 
e the n chou lamenteſt. ; | 


* * * * 1e * N te 2612'S 
Ah! my ke Lord 4 Offory, our wiltivo 
will yet be gratified—the dear Emily will 
yet be happy. But I am impatient to re- 
late to you the particulars of this unexpect - 
ed change the agitation of my mind 
| allowing, me. no repoſe till this mornings 
1 lay in: bed very. late. Soon after I aroſe 
the ſervant. entered my room, with Sir 
Charles's: apologies for not waiting upon 
me at breakfaſt, as he was engaged in writ- 
ing ſome letters, which he wanted to-finifh. 

I did not interrupt him till near dinner time, 
when, being 1 impatient to ſee him, I went up 
to his chamber, and giving a gentle tapat the 
door, was immediately admitted. I ſa by 
his looks, that he had had{no reſt the preced- 
ing night, and his breakfaſt ſtood near him 
untouched. I was beginning to · chide him 
22775 1 for 


for the little care he took of his health, 
vrhen he interrupted my diſcourſe: My 
dear Beverly, ſaid he with a deep ſigh, do 
not upbraid me. I am endeavouring to 
render myſelf worthy your friendſhip. I 
have hitherto ſought only the gratification 
of my own wiſhes, whereas I ought to have 
been indifferent to 2 _ that related 
to _ ren nn. 8 


1 had FO never to Jena" a fe: 
cond attachment, but to paſs the remain- 
der of my life in deploring the cruelty - of 

my fate My friends forbid this deſign, 
and urge me to enter into an engagement, 

which from the virtues of the lovely Emi- 
ly, they imagine, will be productive of the 
greateſt felicity; and your unhappy Royſ- 
ton, who ſees every object through the miſts 
of prejudice, ought not perhaps to deter- 


mine for himſelf, However my own wel- - 


fare is nothing. I feel only for Miſs Leſley; 
Can ſhe who poſſeſſes ſuch ſenſibility, ſuch 
exquiſite tenderneſs, be ſatisfied with the at- 
tentions of politeneſs, or the coldneſs of 
eſteem ? Ah! would it not be an inſulteco 

Mig; offer 


- 
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affen to ſuch merit, a man wbb is of all 
others the moſt unworthy: her. acceptanae? 
% No, ne, my dear Sit Charles, retul ned I 
eagerly, the would receive your addreſſes 
with gratitude, with: joy — I know fhe 
would. Mr. Lesley too! how happy 
would it make him - Beſides, Miſs Leſley 
knows of your attachment to Mrs. Wil- 
mot, and therefore cannot accuſe you of 

deceit. What pleaſure will your kind acqui- 
eſcence excite in the boſom of your friends ? 
Mrs. Wilmot will now ſee how worthy you 
are of her eſteem, and you will become 
dearer to her than ever.—You will enjoy 
happineſs by diffuſing it to others.. Ves, 
Beverly, faid he, haftily interrupting mes 
Loutfa- wilt now be convineed af the great» 
nels of my affection for her ſacrifice the 
firſt with of my ſoul— relinquiſh for ever 
but I obey her—and it is enougb. 
Yer I muſt be allowed ſome time to fub · 
due entirely my ungovernable heart, for 
1 will not, continued he, enter into the 
moſt ſolemn of all engagements, until Iam 
more able to perform its duties.” Excel. 
lent young man! ſuch virtue muſt be the 


peculiar care of heaven. 
4 4 | - 5 Sir 


281 


n Charles ſends W acqhaint me, that he 

1g now, oing to diſpatch his letters to town; 
muſt therefore ſubſcribe myſelf your 

Lordi! 'S- Town a Oy a 
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F E b dined aha; at Mr. Leſley? 3. 
V Miss Leſley. came down ſtairs to 
tee. for the ſecond time only, ſince her late 
illaeſs. She ſtill looks very poorly, but 
fays, that ſhe recoyers her health daily.“ 
1 believe, after all, that Sir Charles will be 
the beſt phyſician—he can cure by a word. 
but we muſt not be too impatient—it is 
enough that he has conſented to gratify our 
wiſhes ; the time muſt be left to himſelf. 


Sir Charles placed himſelf upon the ſo- 
Pha, where Miſs Leſley was ſeated, and 
inquired 


232 T E 11 T E R 8. 
inquired with the utmoſt anxiety after her 
health. His attentions ſeemed to give her 
the higheſt delight; but Mr. Leſley ap- 
peared differently affected by them, — 4 

he endeavoured to conceal his emotions. 


le aſked” Sir Charles, in the courts of 
converſation, when we were to loſe him 
from Park-hill, He replied, that the buſi- 
neſs which he imagined would have called 

him to town being ſettled without his pre- 
ſence, he believed he ſhould remain in the 
country ſome time longer. Mr. Leſley re- 
ceived this intelligence with a diſquietude 
* which he could not intitely ſuppreſs. He 
caſt his eyes upon Emily. Joy was painted 
on her countenance; his dejection increaſ- 


ed: I beheld, with tender pity; the ſtruggles 
of parental affection, and wiſhed that mo- 


"ment to have the eclaircifſement* made, 
| Which would at once have —— rey 
fear. | FIT 


: * * 
7 : 
2 2 


| Kfer tea, Mr. Leſley adviſed his 
4er to return to her chamber. She 


made ſome rrifling excuſes that ſhewed her 
* * 
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unwillingneſs to leave the company; but 
upon his ſoon aſter re- urging the requeſt, ſhe 
immediately complied. Sir Charles offer- 


cd to ſupport her to her room. With what 


pleaſure did ſhe receive his propoſal ! When 
we were ſeated, I congratulated Mr. Leſ- 
ley upon the great amendment in Miſs Leſ- 
ley's health, and found by his reply, that 
he intended going with her to Claremont, 
(the ſeat of her God-mother, the Dowager 
Lady Forteſcue) as ſoon as ſhe could bear 
the fatigue of the journey, to try if change 
of air would not intirely re-eſtabliſh i it. 


* een to > Sir Charles, as we were 
returning, the pain I had felt at obſerving 
Mr. Leſley's agitations, upon hearing of his 
intention of remaining at Park- hill. Sir 
Charles had likewiſe ſeen his emotions upon 
that occaſion, as well as the dejection 
which had appeared in his countenance 
throughout the day. The cauſe of his grief 
could not eſcape us : it was, alas ! but too 
apparent. In a little time, ſaid Sir 


Charles ſighing, his diſquietudes will ceaſe ;. 
| but 


a LETTERS. 
- but how wretched u , whole. widder = 
abſolucely incurable EL: 94:94; 


* N 
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gie Chart came into my room early this 
morning. I ſaw by his looks, that he had 
fomething to communicate to me. He 
ſeated himſelf hy the bed ide. My 
dear Beverly, ſaid he, my determination i is 
fixed I can no longer ſupport the fight of 
Mr. Leſl-y* s diſtreſs. The ſilent grief of 
that yenerable and beſt of men, has affected: 
me beyond expreſſion. 1 will reſtore his 
| tranquillity. though at the expence of my 
own. It is a trial but my life has been 
nothing <lſe—l will ſee you when, I return. 
I chuſe this early hour, becauſe I would: 
avoid the ſight of Miſs Leſley— avoid the 
fight of ber, who will ſhortly perhaps be- 
come but it muſt be ſo F arewel, ſaid 
he retiring precipitately, as if fearful of not 
| preſerving his preſent. fortitude, till the ar- 
duous time for its exertion was come. 


„ „„ „„ #* # # „ „ % 


Sir 
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Sir Charles was quite unreſerved =: Wo 


| Mr. Leſley, He informed him of his re= _ 


gard for Mrs. Wilmot, and. of the cruel in- 


cident which had deprived him of every 
hope—of the intention he had formed of 


remaining in his preſent fnuntion, but that 
his friends, who deſerved from him every | 
- conceſſion, had diflvaded him from ſuch's - 
reſolution and he knew no one ſo worthy 
of ſucceeding Mrs. Wilmot in his affection, 
as che amiable Miſs. Leſley, if the would 
nad to accept of a heart, which had : 
been avowedly in the poſition of another. 


Me. Leſley was at firſt. unable to expreſs 

kis joy at this unexpected declaration ;, but 
as ſoon as he had a little overcome his e- 
motions, he poured forth the rapture of his 
ſoul.— Heaven grant that the event may be 
anſwerable to our wiſhes !|—I remain, with 
proper compliments to Lady OfNorys 


Tour Lady ſhip' 8 obedient 


Humble ſervant, | | 


EDwarD BEVERLY. 
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e Sir Charles rde af 
ternoon to Mr. Leſley's. With what 
ſweet confuſion did the lovely Emily re- 
ceive him! His agitations were at leaſt 
equal to her own. I pitied them both at 
that aukward juncture. After tea, I deſir- 
ed Mr. Leſley to ſhew me ſome alterations 
| he had been lately making in his garden. 
He immediately obeyed the ſummons, and 

Sir Charles was left alone with Miſs Leſley. 
I ſhall give your Lordſhip the particulars of 
their converſation, as I had them from Sir 
Charles. The gentle Emily received the 
declaration of his ſentiments, with a mo- 
deſty that failed not to render him more af- 
ſured, and to excite in his heart the: moſt. 
favourable emotions towards her.— That 
l love you Sir Charles, returned ſhe with a 


ng voice, has been, I fear, but too 
: apparent. 


- 
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apparent. Educated in innocent Garen 
I have not learned the modiſh art of diſ- 
guiſing my feelings. Tour rank and for- 
tune (which ſeemed indeed to place inſuper- 
able bars to the completion of my wiſhes) 
had no ſhare in exciting the regard I ac- 
knowledge to have conceived for you—it 
was your virtues alone that conquered 'my 
heart. Yet, Sir Charles, highly as'I eſteem 
your generous offer, a ſenſe of my unwor- 
thineſs, and a fear here ſhe ' pauſed ; but 
Sir og gg begging het to proceed — ſne re- 
joined, May I then hope, that the 
humble — is indeed dear to you? 
that you can return her affection? for if, 
with your hand, you can beſtow your heart; 
I ſtrall receive it as the richeſt gift of he- 
ven. Noble, exalted Emily l return- 
ed Sir Charles, touched at this proof of her 
affection, it is impoſſible that ſuch merit can 
be beheld with indifference—it ſhall be the 
ſtudy of my life to deſerve your tenderneſs, | 
and to repay it with equal ardour” —— 
* Enough, enough, Sir Charles, exclaim- 
ed ſne; every doubt is ſatisfied and Emi- 

ly is yours for ever.“ Sir Charles ſeized 


3s D B TF F E R S. 
her hand, and ꝑreſſed it torhis lips. At that 
moment Mr. Lefley opened: the door. This 
tender parent was: fearful, that the intereſt» 
ing: diſcovery might too powerfully affect 
the delicate frame of his beloved child, and 
therefore interrupted the converſation. Miſs 
Leſley bluſhed at her father's entrance. 
Her hand was ſtill in Sir Charles's. The 
good man preſſed them both to his delight 
Ah, my Emily, ſaid he in a 
tone of raptyre, what a ſight is this for a 
tender parent Dear Sir Charles, how 
bappy have you made me !— Be it your 
fudy; my child, to repay his generoſity — 
and: may heaven bleſs you both l? Here his 
voice faltered, but his countenance declared 
the tranſport of his heart more forcibly: 
tham latiguage could have done. I joined 
in their felicity, andi in ac half whiſper, un- 
- obſcrvediby them, = vera to Si I 
my approhation of his co 


— reſtful e deroirs attend rer Of: 
fury. 3 | 
71 am, ry the, 3 as ang 


- Your Lordſhip's obedient and faithful 
humble ſervant. 


| Ewa RD Bavenuy. 
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E "I my _ os ny 22 that 
this proof of Sir Charles s. tenderneſs 
has. deeply affected me. Alas! had he 
known what it coſt me to make the requeſt 
 —but-ought I not to have mace. it, con- 
vinced, as I was, of the merits of the lovely 
Emily, and touched at the recital of a paſ- 
ſion 10 delicate, ſo unfortunate? —had 1 
been with - held by any ſelfiſh n 


I ba nn wel 


+ Sis Charles 1 1 India life, 
and the tenderneſs and prudence. of the 
amiable Miſs. Leſley ſeem to promiſe a cer- 
tainty, of future happineſs to both z—of fu. 
zure happineſs, I ſay, | hecauſo it cannot be 
expected, that Sir Charles will be able. to 
ſubdue at once thoſe impreſſions, which. 
your Louiſa, ſo vaialy, alas! excited | in his- 
heart. 


As 


b T AA A 
As to myſelf, misfortunes have purified 

my mind; —excluded- from all hopes of 
felicity in this world, Iam' taught to look 
beyond it. Adverſity then has been a 
friendly, though an unwelcome gueſt ;—its 
evils are tranſitory, its bleſſings eternal. 
| Yet there are moments. but we will change 
the ſubject Lady Sydney muſt not ima- 
gine, that my refuſal of her invitation into 
_ Effex, proceeds from want of inclination to 
viſit friends ſo dear to me; nor will the, I 
. er ſuſpect that 1 have no good motives 

10 4 aſfign for my cbndne, becauſe 1 do not 
acquaint! her with them : klenee is den a 


"ST: 2 * 4417 
e 


In has company of my beloved 1 Henrice. 
ta, and her amiable Lord, I experience a 
never falling ſource of "conſolation, againſt 
the ills which ſometimes oppreſs my heart. 
Happy pair! what uninterrupted felicity | 
attends them! Good heavens ! why was 

Four wretched friend — but where is that 
fortitude, of which I juſt now fo vainly 

boaſted ? Alas! my beloved Harriet, how 
difficuſe i is # to 0 know one's ſelf. Adieu. 


 Lovisa Wil Mor. 
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pro Found your Lordſhip' s letter at Park- 


hill, whither we returned. yeſterday, 
after having been abſent from it near three 


weeks. Sit Charles acquainted you” with 


the obliging invitation we received from 
Lady Forteſcue to viſit Claremont, with 


Mr. and Miſs Leſley.— We were at that 


delightful ſpot above a fortnight. Both Sir 
Charles and myſelf are charmed with Lady 


Forteſcue. She is every thing that is ex. 


cellent and good. Her behaviour to my 
friend was more than polite; it was affec- 


tionate: ſhe conſidered him as the declar- 


ed Lover of one, whom ſhe regards with 


the we a mer of maternal tenderneſs, | 


TE FRIEY {$2 #2 Th 17:4 $ 2 2 1335 ve E 


- From Claremont we went to Bath, and 


jen ſome days with a Mr. Howard, whoſe | 
niece 


. EET LAS 


niece is Emily's moſt intimate friend: the 
young Lady returned with us to Park- hill. 
The excurſion has been of the greateſt ſer- 


vice to Miſs Lefley, who is become more 
blooming and beautiful than ever; and 
even Sir Charles ſeemed pleaſed with the 
tour, and declared to me that he had not, 


for a long time, 8 oy hours ſo _= | 


be preſence of "Miſs Eid z is Kay 


 beneficial—no, perſon can be dejected long 
in her company—ſhe draws Sir Charles 


from thoſe . 8 in which he en 


ſometimes loſt. 


| A ſcheme of pleaſure 1s on lg he 
- pany Os and > vena 1s ſorgotten. 


Bis Howard was n morning. * 
Wk her wiſhes, that the union between Sir 


| Charles. and Miſs Leſley, might take place 


during her viſit at Park- hill. Emily caſt 
down her eyes with the utmoſt confuſion; 


Sir Charles coloured at this unexpected de- 


n of Miſs ſs Howard's, which friend- 
| NA ſhip 
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hip had inadvertently extorted from her 
ſhe ſoon obſerved, by what paſſed, that ſhe 

had acted wrong, and by her modeſt 
bluſhes atoned for the error. | 


. Mr. Leſley i interrupts me—he finds that 


| Tam writing to your Lordſhip, and deſires 
me to add his reſpectful compliments to 
— and Lady Oſſory. Mine attend 
you ever. 


N 
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